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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, January 9, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Judge English.  

 
  
Judge English recognized the following in attendance representing the Opelika Chamber 

of Commerce’s 20 Under 40 Group.  They included:   Kristopher Bailey, Tiffany Chandler, Tyler 
Chaffee, John Corbin, Jr., John Mark Davis, Carter DeShazo, Jeri Ann Faircloth, Jeremy Gray, 
Jake Harris, Rebekah Martin, Kerry McGinnis, Chelsea O’Dell, Todd Rauch, Corneillus 
Richardson, Kenan Roland, Jonathan Savage, Melissa Todd and Meredith Turner.  The “20 
Under 40” is a group of 20 outstanding people under the age of 40 who live in Opelika, love 
Opelika and have a vested interest in shaping the direction of this city’s future.  Judge English 
stated he was glad to have the group and further stated they would be able to see how county 
government functions while in attendance. 

    
Next, EMA Director Kathy Carson recognized EMA Planner Rita Smith for her hard 

work and dedication in obtaining her Bachelor’s degree in Emergency Management from 
Jacksonville State University recently.  Ms. Smith thanked the Commission for offering the 
tuition assistance program in helping her earn the degree.  Further, Ms. Smith stated since the 
program had been changed from offering reimbursement for ½ of tuition and books to offering 
100% tuition reimbursement she may consider obtaining her master’s degree.  Ms. Smith further 
thanked the encouragement she received from Commissioner Eckman, Commissioner Lawrence 
and County Administrator Roger Rendleman, since she had entertained the idea of quitting 
twice.        

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Elected Officials 
in attendance included:  Sheriff Jay Jones and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  News Media 
in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods, and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Jim 
Little.   

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from December, announcement 
of two vacancies on the Loachapoka Water Authority, District 5 vacancy on the Industrial 
Development Authority and minutes of the December 12, 2016 meeting.  Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the consent agenda items 
as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
 
Commissioner Ham made a motion of first reading to appoint Jason Flowers to the 

Smiths Water and Sewer Authority to replace Richard Terry.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and the motion passed on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner Long 
abstaining.   

 
Next, Commissioner Ham made a motion of first reading to appoint Adam Littleton to 

the Smiths Water and Sewer Authority to replace Kenneth Vann.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and the motion passed on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner Long 
abstaining.   

 
 

  The Agenda item concerning the Beulah Utilities District vacancy was moved to the next 
meeting. 
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 Mr. James Fillmer and his son appeared before the Commission to request permission to 
build a private family cemetery on their property.    Judge English stated he sent Mr. Fillmer to 
the Lee County Health Department for inspection of the proposed cemetery, but the health 
department stated they do not perform an environmental assessment any longer.   The proposed 
location for the cemetery is the approximate one acre across the road on the southeast corner of 
the property on 80 Lee Road 100 (Parcel No. 43-22-02-04-0-000-007.000).   Judge English 
stated the cemetery is located adjacent to an existing family cemetery owned by the Parker 
family.  Mr. Fillmer stated some of the gravestones date back over 150+ years.   Commissioner 
Lawrence questioned if this was the first time a family cemetery has been approved by the 
Commission.  Judge English stated it had been done before.  Commissioner Eckman questioned 
if the cemetery was registered with the State for historical purposes.  Judge English stated he 
didn’t think it was not required to be registered with the State.  Mr. Fillmer stated he would look 
into it.  Commissioner Harris made a motion to allow the Fillmer Family Cemetery on Lee Road 
100.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
 
     
 Commissioner Ham stated he had been approached by Warner Williams and Dr. James 
Buford with Ellis-Harper Management asking to do an employment study for the Sheriff’s 
Office, at no cost to the county.  Commissioner Ham stated he was interested to see how Lee 
County compares with other counties in the state.  Commissioner Ham stated that the results 
would not be shared with anyone but the Sheriff and the County Commission.  Commissioner 
Ham stated he indicated he was interested, but would first check with Sheriff Jones to see if he 
would be interested.  Sheriff Jones stated Commissioner Ham did contact him about the 
proposition and agreed he was interested, but further asked that once the study on his department 
is completed that the company look at the other county departments.   After discussion, 
Commissioner Ham made a motion to allow Dr. James Buford to perform the salary study for the 
Sheriff’s Office at no charge.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried 
unanimously.   
 
 
 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the following Resolution from the Association 
of County Commissions of Alabama, which asks each county to pass a resolution in support of a 
3-cent increase in gas and diesel taxes to fund a $1.2 billion bond issue for local road and bridge 
improvements.  Mr. Hardee explained the new version of ATRIP funding for the attendees with 
the 20 Under 40 group.   Mr. Hardee further stated the increase equates to approximately 
$1.50/per month or about 5-cents per day.  Commissioner Ham stated the last time Alabama had 
an increase in a fuel tax was 1992.   Commissioner Harris interjected that if a gas tax increase is 
discussed he wanted to look back at the dirt road paving policy.  Commissioner Harris stated he 
gets complaints about dirt roads and those citizens pay taxes too.  Mr. Hardee stated the money 
would not have strings attached and it could go for dirt roads, but that would be adding new 
roads to an already failing system, which currently takes 57 years to resurface.  Commissioner 
Ham made a motion to approve the Resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence for discussion.  Mr. Hardee stated - 20% of the $29M, or $6M, would 
go to municipalities in the county, and $23M would go to the county for road and bridge 
improvements.  Commissioner Harris asked the Commission to consider changing the dirt road 
paving policy first and then pass the Resolution.  Commissioner Lawrence stated by passing the 
Resolution it is only showing the Commissions’ support at this time.  Judge English took a vote 
and the motion passed on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner Harris voting “No.”  
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ATRIP-2 BOND ISSUE 
 

  WHEREAS, Governor Robert Bentley unveiled the Alabama Transportation 
Rehabilitation and Improvement Program (“ATRIP”) in 2012 as a bold infrastructure initiative to 
improve Alabama’s rapidly deteriorating road and bridge infrastructure, and to generate a 
positive economic impact and safety improvements for the entire state, and;  
 
  WHEREAS, the final deadline for all ATRIP projects is quickly approaching, and 
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county commissioners and engineers from all corners of the state fear the momentum generated 
from the hundreds of road projects completed under the program will come to a rapid halt, and; 
 
  WHEREAS, the Association of County Commissions of Alabama recently proposed a 
statewide three-cent bond issue at its 2017 Legislative Conference, whose revenue would be 
dedicated to improving Alabama’s declining road and bridge infrastructure, and the 
aforementioned proposal received the unanimous support of all 53 counties in attendance at the 
conference, and; 
 
  WHEREAS, a three-cent bond issue would generate over $1.2 billion for Alabama’s 67 
counties to be exclusively spent on road and bridge improvements, and would fund over 12,300 
miles of road resurfacing projects and 450 new bridge structures across Alabama for a statewide 
economic impact of over $6 billion, and; 
 
  WHEREAS, under the terms of the bond issue, Lee County and its municipalities would 
receive $29 million for road and bridge improvements that would fund approximately 125 miles 
of roads resurfaced within rural Lee County, and; 
 
  WHEREAS, it is estimated that a three-cent bond issue would cost the average Lee 
County driver less than $2.00 per month, but would produce a county economic impact of over 
$145 million in the form of new jobs, safety improvements, lower vehicle maintenance costs, 
and other economic development opportunities, and; 
 
  WHEREAS, the primary function of the Lee County Commission is to provide for the 
safety, economic growth, and highest possible quality of life for the citizens of this county, and 
the members of the Lee County Commission believe this proposal would have a monumental 
impact for the residents of the county, and; 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it does 
hereby voice its public support for the three-cent ATRIP-2 bond issue proposed by the 
Association of County Commissions of Alabama as priority legislation for the 2017 regular 
legislative session. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the chairs 
of the Senate and House Rules Committee. 
 
 
 Mr. Hardee presented proposed amendments to the County Subdivision Regulations for 
the Commission’s review.  Mr. Hardee explained that these regulations were last amended in 
2011.  Mr. Hardee explained that due to changes in State laws, storm-water, ADEM and EPA 
law updates, these amendments are necessary.  Commissioner Eckman questioned how this 
coincides with the Auburn planning jurisdiction.  Mr. Hardee stated the county works with the 
City of Auburn and the city works with us when plans are presented.  Mr. Hardee reiterated that 
these are only for the Commissions review, but will presented at the next meeting on January 30 
for approval.      
          
  
 County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the following Resolution for 
Commission consideration to allow Revenue Discovery Systems (RDS) to collect lodging taxes 
for the Auburn and Opelika Tourism Bureau.  Mr. Rendleman stated Tourism Director John 
Wild had been approached by RDS to handle the collection since collections were currently done 
by the State.  Mr. Rendleman reported that he was pleased with the work done by RDS for the 
county.  Commissioner Eckman questioned how VRBO and Air B&B were handled in the City 
of Auburn.  Mr. Rendleman stated he did not know how they were handled by the city but RDS 
would be able to handle those situations for the tourism bureau.   Mr. Rendleman stated the 
resolution is necessary because the county is the levying authority for the lodgings tax, but all 
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proceeds are remitted to the tourism bureau by law.  The tourism bureau is looking at RDS’s 
ability to perform audits also.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Eckman to approve the following Resolution.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
     RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama desires to begin self-collection and administration of 
County Lodging Tax effective beginning the period of March 1, 2017 (with the first collection to 
be received on or before April 20, 2017); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Lee County, Alabama has been presented a proposal by RDS of 
Birmingham dated October 17, 2016 whereby RDS will perform the services necessary to 
administer and collect the taxes for the County and the County desires to accept such proposal. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by Lee County Commission that the County 
agrees to begin collecting County lodging effective beginning with the period of March 1, 2017, 
and the Chairman is instructed to notify the State of Alabama Department of Revenue 
immediately of the decision of this Commission; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposal presented by RDS dated October 17, 
2016, whereby RDS will perform the services necessary to administer and collect the taxes for 
the County, be accepted and the Chairman is hereby authorized and directed to enter a contract 
with RDS which conforms to such proposal.   
 
 

Mr. Rendleman discussed the revised Personnel Policies that went into effect on January 
1, 2017.  Mr. Rendleman stated one area the revised policies addressed were the exempt and 
non-exempt positions.  Further, Mr. Rendleman stated the policies set the base non-exempt level 
of any position at or below pay range 20 in order to meet the income level requirements of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act regulations.  This left the positions of the Probate Judge Chief Clerk 
and the Revenue Commissioner Chief Clerk, which are at pay range 19, in a non-exempt 
category.  Unlike the classified positions, these Chief Clerk positions are “at-will” of the elected 
official and not subject to the personnel policies.  These positions are set in pay ranges primarily 
for budgetary purposes.  Given that these positions act on behalf of their respective elected 
official in the official’s absence and that these positions are at-the-will of the official, it is 
proposed to move these positions from a pay range of 19 to a pay range of 21, so they will be 
exempt from FLSA.   Mr. Rendleman stated he spoke to both the Judge English and Revenue 
Commissioner Oline Price concerning this issue, and they were in agreement.  He noted that 
these changes would have minimal budgetary impact because they were being adjusted to 
different steps in the new range that approximate the existing salaries in the current range.  Upon 
this recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Eckman to assign a pay range of 21 to the unclassified positions of Probate Chief Clerk and 
Revenue Commissioner Chief Clerk.   The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Next, Mr. Rendleman stated upon the review of the chief clerks’ positions, the roles and 
responsibilities of the Revenue Commissioner’s Comptroller/Chief Accountant were reviewed.  
Mr. Rendleman stated the position was formerly the Tax Collector’s Chief Clerk prior to the 
formation of the Revenue Commissioner’s Office, which would be an unclassified “at-will” 
position under the county’s system; however, the position was placed in Classified Services at 
the time the offices were merged and the Revenue Commissioner was still defining the roles into 
a single office.  Given that the position assists with the core activities of the Revenue 
Commissioner’s Office, oversees the daily operations in the absence of the Revenue 
Commissioner Chief Clerk, and most important is responsible for disbursement of millions of 
dollars for which the Revenue Commissioner is personally responsible; the position should have 
a chief clerk status.  In order to accommodate this, the recommendation is to change the Revenue 
Commissioner Chief Clerk to Deputy Revenue Commissioner (Chief Clerk) and assign the 
Revenue Commissioner a second “at-will” chief clerk position of Comptroller/Chief Clerk with a 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, JANUARY 9, 2017 

 

 
 

5

pay range of 20.  The position will be covered by funds already budgeted for the 
Comptroller/Chief Accountant once the incumbent accepts the “at-will” position, so once again 
there is minimal budgetary impact.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Long to approve the recommendation as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 

Chief Appraiser Richie LaGrand requested that the Commission authorize the Chairman 
to sign the Agreement presented for aerial photography.  Mr. LaGrand stated it is a joint 
agreement with Lee County, City of Opelika, City of Auburn and Auburn University.   Mr. 
LaGrand stated the project totals $476,103, with the County’s share at approximately 46% of 
that.  Mr. LaGrand explained that the aerials are performed every three years and they were last 
taken in 2014.   He reported that the company that performed this work in 2014 did not bid this 
year.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Harris to authorize the Chairman to sign the Agreement for professional services 
with Kucera International, Inc. for aerial photography.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

Next, Mr. LaGrand stated since the cost of the aerial photography came back over the 
budgeted amount by $44,000, he would need to ask for a budget increase.  Mr. LaGrand 
previously explained that this is a joint project between Lee County, City of Opelika, City of 
Auburn and Auburn University.  Mr. LaGrand stated paperwork had been submitted to the State 
requesting the budget increase but Commission approval is necessary also.  Commissioner 
Eckman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the budget increase of 
$44,000.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

Mr. Hardee reported the work had begun on the installation of the crossing arms on the 
crossing on Lee Road 927 across from Smiths Station High School as of last Thursday.  Mr. 
Hardee stated he just wanted to give an update of the progress.   

   
  
 Commissioner Ham stated the Commission needed to adjourn into Executive Session on 
a real estate matter.  County Attorney Stan Martin stated Real Estate Agent Gerald Knight and 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman needed to attend.   Judge English stated it should last 
approximately 15 minutes and official action is anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner 
Ham made a motion to adjourn into executive session.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously at 6:15 p.m.   
 

Upon reconvening the Executive Session after approximately an hour, Commissioner 
Ham made a motion to authorize County Administrator Roger Rendleman to investigate the 
potential property purchases and to authorize him to enter negotiations for the acquisition of the 
properties, but to bring it back to the Commission before purchase.  The motion was seconded by 
Lawrence and carried unanimously.    

 
 
At approximately 7:15 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn and move the 

scheduled work session on outside appropriations to the next meeting on January 30.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, January 30, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
  
Several members and coaches representing the 2016 Beauregard Class 5-A State 

Championship Football team were in attendance and were recognized for their accomplishment.  
Coach Rob Carter stated he was proud of all 75 members of the team and especially of their 
accomplishment.  Judge English thanked the players and coaches for their attendance.  
Commissioner Ham applauded their success.    Last, Commissioner Harris stated that was in his 
district and he was glad to be able to recognize them tonight.   

 
   
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Elected Officials 
in attendance included:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News Media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods, and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Jim Little.   

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, announcement of a vacancy on the Lee County Youth 
Development Center board, due to the resignation of Jerry Bentley, and minutes of the January 9, 
2017 meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to 
approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
 
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution to appoint Jason 

Flowers and Adam Littleton to the Smiths Water and Sewer Authority to serve a six-year term.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and the motion passed on a vote of 4-0-1 
with Commissioner Long abstaining.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Jason Flowers to 

replace Richard Terry and Adam Littleton to replace Kenneth Vann on the the Smiths Water and 
Sewer Authority.  They will serve a six-year term beginning March 1, 2017 until March 1, 2023.    

 
 
Commissioner Ham made a motion for first reading to appoint David L. Jackson to the 

Beulah Utilities District to replace Dan O. Roberts.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Long.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 

  County Engineer Justin Hardee requested the Commission adopt the amendments to the 
Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations that were presented to the 
Commission for consideration at the January 9, 2017 meeting.  Mr. Hardee stated that if the 
Commission wishes to adopt the amendments, then the new regulations will be distributed to 
developers and engineers and will be placed on the county’s website.  Commissioner Long 
questioned two items, and Mr. Hardee clarified them.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the amended Lee County Subdivision and Land 
Development Regulations as presented by County Engineer Justin Hardee.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
 Thomas Jones of Eminent Solutions Inc. made a brief presentation to the Commission.  
Mr. Jones stated he previously had talked to Commissioner Eckman about bringing the proposal 
before the Commission.  Mr. Jones stated he had begun a mentoring and an after-school program 
for underprivileged children.    Mr. Jones stated he is asking for funding to keep local youth out 
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of the juvenile system.  Mr. Jones stated he has been working with a program called “Bethlehem 
Boys”, but he is in need of funds for the program.  Mr. Jones stated a church is offering the use 
of their basement for his program.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the location.  Mr. Jones 
stated they are located at 525 White Street.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if it was still 
being operated as a church.  Mr. Jones stated in the affirmative and said it is called New Thing 
Empowerment Church.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if he operating as a limited liability 
company.  Mr. Jones stated it is a non-profit.   Commissioner Lawrence also questioned the age 
of the young people his organization is targeting.  Mr. Jones stated his organization is targeting 
ages 6 years up to 17 years old.  Commissioner Eckman questioned how long he has been doing 
this service.  Mr. Jones said since May, in addition, he also operates a transitional home for 
veterans.  Mr. Jones stated the most stressful thing he has found is the need for funding.  
Commissioner Eckman questioned how many participate in the program.  Mr. Jones stated 
approximately 30 currently.   Commissioner Eckman stated funding requests are normally 
presented during budget work sessions and she questioned Judge English when the timeframe 
would begin for those.  Judge English stated in the summer.  Commissioner Harris addressed Mr. 
Jones and stated he could help Mr. Jones and if he would leave his contact information he would 
contact him.  Mr. Jones stated he would be happy to leave that information for Commissioner 
Harris.  Commissioner Ham thanked Mr. Jones for his presentation.  
 
 
 Commissioner Harris received a call from a citizen asking the Commission to consider 
placing signs in the Beauregard community to recognize the 2016 Beauregard Class 5-A State 
Championship Football team.   Commissioner Ham stated he would recommend that Mr. Hardee 
look into placing signs near the school on each end of Highway 51.  Mr. Hardee stated he would 
contact Mr. Vance Beck with ALDOT about the type of signs that would be allowed on the state 
right-of-way.  Commissioner Ham additionally asked Mr. Hardee to get pricing on the signs 
from a local sign company.         
 
 
 Mr. Hardee presented a request from the Lee County Board of Education to reduce the 
speed limit from 45 mph to 25 mph on Lee Road 145 adjacent to the Lee County Learning 
Center for enforcement during school hours.  Judge English questioned whether that facility is 
being used for a school.  After looking into the request, Mr. Hardee stated the Highway 
Department concurs and request the Commission consider adopting a speed limit of 25 mph on 
Lee Road 145 adjacent to the Lee County Learning Center.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the reduced speed limit on Lee Road 145 from 45 
mph to 25 mph.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 Mr. Hardee presented the following Federal Aid Agreement and Resolution to resurface 
the northern end of Lee Road 379 to the Chambers County line for Commission consideration.  
Mr. Hardee stated this is an 80/20 match for a total of $1,354,492.17 with the cost to the county 
totaling $270,898.43.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the Resolution and 
authorize the Chairman to sign the Agreement as presented.   The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

 
            RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama that the 

County enter into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for:  
 
Full depth reclamation, widening, and resurfacing on CR-379 from CR-372 to the Chambers 
County Line.  Length-2.795 miles.  Project #STPOA-4115(253), LCP 41-141-15, CPMS 
Ref.#100066406;  
which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
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the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   
 
            AGREEMENT-FA  
          
 This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, acting by 
and through the Alabama Department of Transportation, party of the first part (hereinafter 
referred to as the STATE), and Lee County, Alabama (FEIN 63-6001601), party of the second 
part (hereinafter referred to as the COUNTY):   
 

WITNESSETH 
 

WHEREAS, the State and the County desire to cooperate in the full depth reclamation, 
widening, and resurfacing on CR-379 from CR-372 to the Chambers County Line.  Length-2.795 
miles.  Project #STPOA-4115(253), LCP 41-141-15, CPMS Ref.#100066406.  

 
NOW THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed between the State and County as follows;   
 

A. The County will furnish all right-of way for project without cost to the State or this Project.  
B. The County will adjust and/or relocate all utilities on the project without cost to the State or 
this Project. 
C. The County will make the survey, complete the plans and furnish all preliminary engineering 
duties for the Project with county forces without cost to the State or this Project.  The plans will 
be subject to the approval of the State and the project will be constructed in accordance with the 
plans approved by the State and the terms of this agreement.  
D. The County will furnish all construction engineering for the project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected and approved by the State or with State forces not to exceed 5%, 
without prior approval by the State, as a part of the project cost.   
E. The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials when needed as part 
of the cost of the project.   
F. If necessary, the County will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 
(NOR) (Code Chapter 335-6-12) for this project without cost to the State or this project.  The 
County will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The County and the 
contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the State will have no 
obligation regarding the permit.  The County will furnish the State (Region) a copy of the permit 
prior to any work being performed by the contractor.    
G. Funding for this agreement is subject to the availability of Federal Aid funds at the time of 
authorization.  The State will not be liable for Federal Aid funds in any amount.  Any deficiency 
in Federal Aid or overrun in construction costs will be borne by the County from County Federal 
Aid funds, if available, and from County funds.  In the event of an under-run in construction 
costs, the amount of Federal Aid funds will be the amount stated below, or eighty (80) percent of 
eligible costs, whichever is less.  
H. The estimated cost of construction of this project payable by the parties is the amount set 
forth below:  

FA Funds (2015)      $222,635.97 
FA Funds (2016)    $533,000.00 
FA Funds (2017)    $327,957.77 
County Funds     $270,898.43 

 Total (Incl. E & I and Indirect Cost)          $1,354,492.17 
I. The State will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the State will 
invoice the County for its pro rata share of the estimated cost as reflected by the bid of the 
successful bidder plus E & I, and the County will pay this amount to the State no later than 30 
days after the date bids are opened.   
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J. The COUNTY will submit reimbursement invoices for work performed under the terms of 
this agreement to the Alabama Department of Transportation within six (6) months after the 
completion and acceptance of the project.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period 
will not be eligible for payment.  
K. The County will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction, Latest Edition, on this project and will ensure that 
alignment and grades on this project meet the standards of the Alabama Department of 
Transportation and the project will be built in accordance with the approved plans.   
L. An audit report must be filed with the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, upon 

receipt by the County, for any audit performed in accordance with Act 1994, No. 94-414.  A 
final financial settlement will be made between the parties as reflected by the final audit and 
agreement.   

M. Upon completion and acceptance of this project, the County will maintain the project in 
satisfactory condition in accordance with the requirements of the Alabama Department of 
Transportation.   
N. The County shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Ala. Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall indemnify, and 
hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, its officers, 
officials, agents, servants, and employees.  For all claims not subject to Ala. Code § 11-93-2 
(1975) the County shall indemnify and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama 
Department of Transportation, its officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees from and 
against any and all damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or 
any amount paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work 
performed under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds 
required, authorized, or undertaken by the County pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) 
misuse, misappropriation, misapplication or mis-expenditure of any source of funding, 
compensation or reimbursement by the County, its officers, officials, agents, servants, and 
employees.   
O. The County will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 
and/or Federal law) of the County, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.  
P. By entering into this agreement, the County is not an agent of the State, it officers, 
employees, agents, or assigns.  The County is an independent entity from the State and nothing 
in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  
Q. By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 
continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 
contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 
agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   
R. Exhibit M is attached hereto as a part hereof. 
S. Exhibit N is attached hereto as a part hereof.   
T. This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 
notice of termination.   
Exhibit M  
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL AID CONTRACTS:  LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:   
a.  No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 
mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 
of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 
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employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 
making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 
any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  
b. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 
Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 
other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 
participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 
Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  
 
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 
 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-
recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   
EXHIBIT N 
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision in the agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
 
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 
If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is subject to 
termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued payment of the 
agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   
In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be made, 
agreement will be subject to termination.   
NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The STATE and CONSULTANT acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence 
by the Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, 
absent the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a 
party to this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the STATE, 
CONSULTANT, or any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any 
matter resulting from the underlying contract.  
The CONSULTANT agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or 
in part with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not 
be modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   
 
 

Sheriff Jones stated that no objections had been noted on the proposed issuance of the 
retail beer license for “The Store 4” located in District 4.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to 
approve the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 
unanimously.  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the retail beer 
license for The Store 4 located at 5740 Hwy 29N, Opelika, Alabama. 
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 Sheriff Jones presented the results on Bid #2 for uniform dry cleaning for the Sheriff’s 
Office.  Sheriff Jones stated that out of five invitations to bid, only two bids were returned.  
Sheriff Jones asked the Commission to accept the lowest responsive bid, received from Fifth 
Avenue Cleaners.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman to approve Fifth Avenue Cleaners for uniform dry cleaning.  
The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 Next, Sheriff Jones stated only one response was returned out of 12 invitations to bid sent 
out on Bid #3 for 4 or more patrol vehicles.  Sheriff Jones recommended the Commission reject 
the lone bid.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to 
reject Bid #3 for patrol vehicles.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
 County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the bid results on the Beulah Senior 
Center.   Mr. Rendleman stated the rebid was not as successful as he had hoped.  The low bid 
received from Marshall and Associates of Montgomery was $755,800, which exceeds the 
original cost estimate of $613,610 for the center.  Mr. Rendleman further stated due to the 
ADECA deadline a decision must be made by the Commission tonight on whether to proceed or 
not on this project.   Commissioner Eckman questioned the cost per square foot of the building.   
Mr. Rendleman stated it equated to $300/sf, including the driveway, or $246/sf for the building 
construction alone.  Upon much discussion, Commissioner Ham recognized EMA Director 
Kathy Carson on the importance of a safe room.  Ms. Carson cited the importance of a storm 
shelter to the local community.  Ms. Carson stated the Beulah community has lots of mobile 
homes which are at extreme risk in the event of tornadoes.  In addition, 15-20 Beulah residents 
were present to offer support of the Beulah Senior Center.  The Beulah Volunteer Fire Chief 
discussed the importance of a storm shelter in the community for local residents.  Chairman of 
the Beulah Utilities District Lamar Sims spoke on behalf of the seniors in the Beulah area.  Mr. 
Sims spoke about the inadequacies of the current senior center.  Further he spoke of the growing 
pride in the community including the recent planting of flowers over the weekend to brighten up 
the entryways to the community.   Mr. Rendleman once again reminded the Commission that this 
is a 3,000 square foot Senior Center, not a storm shelter, and that the safe room is a smaller 
classroom which will only hold a maximum of 25 people.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned 
Ms. Carson about the cost of a storm shelter such as those presented by vendors at the 
conferences.  Ms. Carson stated the types the vendors showcase range from $90-$100,000/each.    
After more discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion to accept the bid of $755,800 from 
Marshall and Associates for the Beulah Senior Center and approve an additional $289,190 from 
designated reserve fund balance for the project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence and carried unanimously.     
 
 
 Mr. Rendleman presented an educational reimbursement request from Probate Clerk 
Christina Awbrey.  Mr. Rendleman stated the request meets all the requirements and has been 
pre-approved by the appointing authority.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the 
educational reimbursement request as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Long and carried unanimously.   
 
 
 Next, Mr. Rendleman presented the renewal for the Auburn Satellite office with the City 
of Auburn.  Mr. Rendleman stated the original agreement was a 10-year agreement which 
includes two five-year renewals.    Mr. Rendleman stated this is the first five-year renewal which 
includes a $1 per year rent.   Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the five-year 
lease renewal with the City of Auburn for the Auburn Satellite office from April 4, 2017 to April 
4, 2022.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.    
 
 
      Last, Mr. Rendleman presented paperwork disclosing a property purchase to satisfy Act 
#2014-133.   Mr. Rendleman stated specific paperwork including:  1) appraisal information; 2) 
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any contracts related to the purchase; 3) all terms of the purchase and 4) the sources of all funds 
used in the purchase.   Mr. Rendleman stated no action is necessary by the Commission but 
according to the Act the purchase must be attached to the minutes and published on the website.   
   

WARRANTY DEED      DEEDS Book & Page 2496 612 
STATE OF ALABAMA  
LEE COUNTY  

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That for and in consideration of TEN 
($10.00) DOLLARS, and other good and valuable consideration, this day in hand 
paid to the undersigned GRANTOR, Carol Sue Meadows Story, a married woman 
(hereinafter referred to as GRANTOR), the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
I, the said Carol Sue Meadows Story, do hereby grant, bargain, sell and convey unto 
Lee County Alabama Commission (hereinafter referred to as GRANTEE), the 
following described Real Estate, to wit: 

Article I. Lot 2B, a Redivision of Parcel B Meadows Mill 
Subdivision, as shown on map or plat of said subdivision in Plat Book 38, 
at Page 119, in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, 
Alabama. 

 
None of the above constitutes the homestead of the Grantor or her spouse. 
This conveyance and the warranties hereinafter contained are made subject to and encumbered 
by any and all restrictions, easements, covenants, and rights- of-way of record in said county 
affecting said described property. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, to Lee County Alabama Commission, its 
successors and assigns, in fee simple, forever. And I do for myself and my heirs, 
executors and administrators, covenant with the said Lee County Alabama 
Commission, its successors and assigns, that I am lawfully seized in fee simple of the 
said premises; that they are free from all encumbrances; that I have good right to sell 
and convey the same as aforesaid and; that I will, and that my heirs, executors, and 
administrators shall, warrant and defend the same to the said Lee County Alabama 
Commission, its successors and assigns forever, against the lawful claims of all 
persons. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal on this 30th day of 
September, 2016. 

 

 

Real Estate Sales Validation Form 
DEEDS Book & Page 2496 614 

Grantor's Name Carol Sue Meadows Story 
Mailing Address 5250 Lee Road 175 

Salem , AL 36874          

Grantee's Name Lee County Alabama Commission 
Mailing Address 215 South 9th Street 

Opelika, AL 36801                                
Property Address Lot 28 Redivision of B Meadows Mills 
      SaIem, AL 36874                                 

Date of Sale _September,_, 2016  
Total Purchase Price $28 000.00 
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The original plan was to purchase a one-acre portion of parcel 2.002 on the above map, which appraised 
a $14,000 an acre.  The County was being kicked off the original dumpster site by the property owner.  
When the property owner learned of our proposed new location, they reconsidered and offered to sell 
(parcel 12.004), which we purchased.  The purchased land contains a two-acre portion of that original 
parcel, which includes the existing dumpster site.  This will be a significant cost savings in not having to 
move and supply a new location with three phase power. 
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Sale DeltaPin Parcel Acres Sale Date Sale Price Per Acre

1 51439 16‐03‐05‐0‐000‐003.012 2.37 5/23/2016 $18,500.00 $7,805.91

2 64651 16‐03‐05‐0‐000‐003.014 1.72 4/20/2015 $10,000.00 $5,813.95

3 77100 16‐04‐20‐0‐000‐020.036 4.82 11/28/2016 $30,000.00 $6,224.07
4 82482 16‐09‐29‐0‐000‐012.004 2 9/30/2016 $28,000.00 $14,000.00

5 41313 17‐02‐03‐0‐000‐028.000 0.99 5/6/2015 $16,000.00 $16,161.62

6 26570 17‐05‐15‐0‐000‐018.002 3 6/30/2015 $30,000.00 $10,000.00

7 12465 17‐07‐26‐0‐000‐020.013 2.25 10/26/2015 $25,000.00 $11,111.11

8 38719 22‐03‐08‐0‐000‐002.011 3 3/11/2016 $25,500.00 $8,500.00

9 81074 23‐02‐03‐0‐000‐014.002 4.13 4/1/2015 $24,000.00 $5,811.14

 Sale 4 is the property purchased. 

Sale 5 is the only other sale on or near Alabama 169 
  

 
 Environmental Services Director Chris Bozeman presented the following Resolution on 
the East Alabama Recycling Partnership for Commission consideration.  Mr. Bozeman stated the 
program had been successfully operating for 10 years.  Judge English questioned who the host 
agency was for this year.   Mr. Bozeman stated it is us, Lee County.   Mr. Bozeman explained 
that the host agency rotates between three of the four participants, they are:  Lee County, City of 
Auburn and City of Opelika, because Auburn University is unable to be the host.     
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman and unanimously carried.    
 
       RESOLUTION  
 

 WHEREAS, the Alabama Department of Environmental Management has the authority 
to award grants under the Alabama Recycling Fund Grant Program to which collective 
governments are more likely to be funded; 
 

WHEREAS, Lee County will partner with the City of Opelika, the City of Auburn, and 
Auburn University in securing the grant funds to further recycling efforts so as to divert 
materials from the landfill and to protect the environment; and 
 

WHEREAS, this grant application focus’ on the purchasing equipment to further our 
recycling efforts. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission, Alabama as follows; 
1. Authorization for participation in a partnership committee. 

 
2. Authorization is given to submit a Grant Application under said program.  

 
3. Authorization is given to the Commission Chairman to sign any and all documents to 

secure said grants. 
 

 
        At approximately 6:08 p.m., Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to adjourn into the 
scheduled work session on outside appropriations.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Long and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, February 13, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 

followed by an invocation by Judge English.  

 

  

During citizens’ communications, Peter Byrd addressed the Commission concerning the 

claim he presented during the meeting on August 29, 2016.  Mr. Byrd stated it has been 87 days 

since he filed a claim against the county and he has not heard anything.  Judge English stated to 

Mr. Byrd that the claim was not against the county, but against some members of the 

Commission and the Engineer.  Mr. Byrd said again it has still been 87 days.       

 

   

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 

Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Absent:  Commissioner 

Gary Long, who was absent to celebrate his 42nd wedding anniversary.  Elected Officials in 

attendance included: Coroner Bill Harris.  News Media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter 

Fred Woods.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from January, and minutes of the 

January 30, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Harris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

After second reading, Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following 

Resolution to appoint David Jackson to the Beulah Utilities District to replace Dan O. Roberts 

(term ended 12/31/2016).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and passed 

unanimously.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints David Jackson to the 

Beulah Utilities Board to serve a four-year term from December 31, 2016 until December 31, 

2020.      

 

 

Attorney Taylor Buckner had filed a petition to vacate a portion of Lee Road 086.  Judge 

English and County Engineer Justin Hardee previously reviewed the documents and stated the 

request needs clarification.  Judge English stated that the petition vacates both the north and 

south side of the intersection, but signatures are only from the south end and it appears no notice 

of vacation for the north end.  County Engineer Justin Hardee stated he could contact Mr. 

Buckner concerning the issue.  Mr. Hardee stated once the issue is clarified it could be presented 

at the next meeting along with setting a public hearing on the matter.    Judge English questioned 

if it fit in the timeframe.  Mr. Hardee stated the public hearing must be held within 100 days of 

Presentation of Notice.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the other side of the road was 

vacated when the road was re-routed.  Mr. Hardee stated the survey was dated 2010, but he needs 

to verify the information contained in the petition.  In addition, Mr. Hardee stated he must give 

the utility companies a 30-day notice of the public hearing.   Further, Mr. Martin stated he had 

looked at the petition and stated he has a few questions and indicated he would contact Mr. 

Buckner to clarify the issues and ask Mr. Buckner to prepare the notices too, which is typically 

done, instead of having the county prepare them.  The Commission agreed to allow Mr. Martin 

to contact Mr. Buckner on the issue and bring it back at the next meeting.        

 

 

Commissioner Harris presented for discussion the need for additional temporary 

assistance in the Board of Registrar’s office.  Commissioner Harris asked the Commission to 

consider allocating an additional six months of temporary help for the Registrars.  Commissioner 



 

MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, FEBRUARY 13, 2017 

 

 

 

2 

Harris recognized Tonya Shorter, who currently holds the temporary assistant position.  Ms. 

Shorter stated temporary assistance is still needed because she was brought in to scan the voter 

applications which she did for approximately two weeks and after that she was pulled to perform 

other duties.  Ms. Shorter stated the office was behind on scanning when she came six months 

ago, so therefore, in her opinion, the office is further behind than when she was originally 

assigned.   Judge English interjected that Registrar Leigh Reed was the one that asked for the 

temporary assistant, and then Ms. Reed left the office high and dry before the November 

election.    Commissioner Harris invited the other Commissioners to go to the Registrars’ Office 

to see for themselves the boxes of files that need to be scanned.    Commissioner Lawrence 

questioned why none of the current Registrars were in attendance to ask for the extension for the 

temporary assistant.     Mr. Rendleman stated he had not been given a lot of information on the 

Agenda item and since the incident at the Auburn Satellite office, he would ask the Commission 

to consider using current displaced personnel from the Revenue Commissioner’s Office and 

Probate Office to help in the Registrars’ Office on a temporary basis.  Mr. Rendleman stated he 

would talk to Revenue Commissioner Oline Price who may be willing to allow one employee to 

work in the Registrars’ Office as she allowed prior to the November election.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated perhaps Judge English would be willing to send one employee as well.  Judge English 

stated it may be up to whether scanning equipment is available for use by multiple employees or 

not.  Mr. Rendleman stated he and IT Director Tim Parson would be able to work on the 

scanning issue.   Mr. Rendleman stated it cost approximately $3,000 per month to fund the 

temporary position.  Further, Mr. Rendleman stated at that rate it could delay the cost of living 

increase for all county employees an additional pay period or two.  Judge English questioned the 

number of county employees.  Mr. Rendleman answered 370 roughly.   Commissioner Eckman 

questioned who appoints the Board of Registrars.  Judge English answered one appointment is 

made by Governor, one by State Auditor and one by Commissioner of Agriculture, and Mrs. 

Burton is a full-time employee of the county.  Commissioner Lawrence asked that the item be 

moved to the next agenda so the appointed Registrars may appear to address the questions of the 

Commission not answered by the temporary assistant, so that information can be clarified to 

determine the needs of the office.   

 

 

Coroner Bill Harris was in attendance to ask the Commission to adjust his salary and 

expense allowance for Social Security purposes.  Mr. Harris explained his situation and stated he 

had talked with a Social Security representative who informed him he could make this change to 

satisfy their requirement.  Commissioner Ham stated he did not mind helping him out as long as 

Mr. Rendleman is satisfied with it.   Mr. Rendleman informed the Commission that the local 

constitutional amendment allows the Commission to do what the Coroner is asking.  

Commissioner Eckman questioned the legality of the request.   Mr. Rendleman stated it was 

between Mr. Harris and the Social Security administration.    Commissioner Eckman questioned 

Mr. Harris that Social Security advised him to do this.  Mr. Harris stated, they asked me two 

questions:  1) questioned if he had to document where he spent the funds (he responded, “no”; 

and 2) questioned if he had to return the funds that he did not spend (he responded “no”).   

Commissioner Lawrence questioned whether it would be the same tax on the expense as there is 

on the salary.  Mr. Rendleman stated on the county side, it means moving the amount from one 

line to another, it changes nothing as far as the amount of taxes paid on federal or Social 

Security.  Further, Commissioner Lawrence asked Mr. Harris to check back with Social Security 

to be sure they understand what he is trying to do.  County Attorney Stan Martin suggested Mr. 

Harris get something in writing from Social Security.    Mr. Rendleman stated if the Commission 

wishes to make the requested change, then the Commission must do so by Resolution.  

Commissioner Lawrence suggested Mr. Harris bring it back before the Commission at the next 

meeting.   Judge English reiterated the Commission would like something in writing from Social 

Security.      

 

 

Next, Coroner Bill Harris informed the Commission that it has become more prevalent 

for his office to cremate the remains of unclaimed bodies.  Mr. Harris stated that fortunately 

Jeffcoat-Trant Funeral Home has been generous enough to hold approximately 20-30 cremains in 
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a cabinet in their office.  Mr. Harris stated he wishes to purchase a steel cabinet with a lock and 

key, like a gun cabinet, for around $700-$1,200 to hold the cremains and Jeffcoat has agreed to 

continue to keep them at no cost to the county.   Judge English questioned if the cabinet can be 

purchased out of his expenses, if so, there is no reason for a vote of the Commission.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated Mr. Harris usually manages to hold his expenses under budget and 

Commission action would not be necessary.  Commissioner Ham asked Mr. Harris to look for a 

cabinet on the lower end of his price range, and Mr. Harris agreed.   

 

 

Judge English presented the Annual Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2017-2018 and 

stated there were no changes.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following 

Resolution to set the Annual Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2017-2018.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the County license levies for 

the sale of liquor, beer and wine for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2017 to be set in the 

following amounts: 

 

 010 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class I               $150.00 

 011 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class II (Package)   150.00 

 020 Restaurant Retail Liquor       150.00 

 031 Club Liquor – Class I      150.00 

 032 Club Liquor – Class II       375.00 

 040 Retail Beer – (On or Off Premises)      75.00 

 050 Retail Beer - (Off Premises Only)      75.00 

 060 Retail Table Wine – (On or Off Premises)     75.00 

 070 Retail Table Wine – (Off Premises Only)     75.00 

 080 Liquor Wholesale       500.00 

 090 Wholesale Beer Only       275.00 

 100 Wholesale Table Wine Only – 14.9% or Less    275.00 

 110 Wholesale Table Wine & Beer Combined   375.00 

 120 Warehouse License      100.00 

 130 Additional Warehouse – Wine, Beer or Both    100.00 

 140 Special Events Retail         75.00 

 150 Special Retail License – 30 Days or Less    100.00 

 160 Special Retail – More than 30 Days    250.00 

 170 Retail Common Carrier       150.00 

 200 Manufacturer        500.00 

 210 Importer        250.00 

 220 Brewpub         500.00 

 230 International Motor Speedway              3,000.00 

 
 

Mr. Rendleman presented an educational reimbursement request that has been approved 

by the appointing authority and satisfied the requirements for preapproval for Corporal Pam 

Revels of the Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the educational 

reimbursement request as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and 

carried unanimously.     

 

 

Judge English asked Mr. Rendleman to update the Commission on the accident at the 

Auburn Satellite Office on Thursday, February 9.  Mr. Rendleman stated that thankfully the lady 

that was hit by the car “only” suffered a broken femur on the leg on which she had knee 

replacement done the previous month.  Mr. Rendleman stated fortunately no structural damage 

was done to the building.    Mr. Rendleman stated the main damage included:  1) concrete 

column and 2) storefront doors and windows.   Mr. Rendleman stated it was a little over $10,000 

in damages.  Commissioner Ham questioned if the driver had insurance.   
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Mr. Rendleman stated still not sure at this time.  Mr. Rendleman stated Architect Randy Wilson 

estimates the office may reopen around March 1.   

 

Last, Commissioner Lawrence announced the passing of a true American hero, 

Lieutenant General Harold “Hal” Moore, Jr. of Auburn, Alabama on Friday, February 10, 2017.  

Commissioner Lawrence wished to follow the lead of the Governor and allow all flags to be 

flown at half-staff.  Commissioner Lawrence stated the lowering of the flags would be in effect 

until Friday, February 17, 2017 at sunset.  Judge English reminded Commissioner Lawrence that 

the only people that can order the flags to be flown at half-staff are the Governor of Alabama and 

the President of the United States.  Judge English asked Commissioner Lawrence to be sure that 

the Governor includes the county in his declaration.     

 
     

At approximately 6:00 p.m., Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Monday, February 27, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 

  

During citizens’ communications, David Williams addressed the Commission concerning 

the Loachapoka community shelter grant.  Mr. Williams questioned whether the shelter could be 

built on private property.  EMA Director Kathy Carson stated the shelter would be located on 

deeded public right-of-way with access to the shelter.  Further, Mr. Williams stated it cost him 

approximately $100,000 to build a basement in his home, which holds up to 50 people.  He 

further stated when a storm approaches all his relatives come to take shelter.   Last, Mr. Williams 

stated during football season there are over 5,000 people in the area, so he would request that the 

shelter be big enough to accommodate all of them.   

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 

Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Elected Officials 

in attendance included: Coroner Bill Harris.  News Media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 

reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Jim Little.  

 

 

County Administrator Roger Rendleman recognized Governmental Relations/Safety 

Coordinator Wendy Swann on receiving the Risk Management Specialist Certification through 

the ACCA.    Mr. Rendleman explained when he first came to Lee County there was not a lot of 

risk prevention efforts through the Self-Insurance Fund with the Association.   Mr. Rendleman 

stated the risk prevention duty fell on Mrs. Swann by default, and he stated she has done a very 

good job.    Mr. Rendleman further stated Mrs. Swann took it upon herself to get certified and is 

one of the first two people certified at the county level, which will certainly help to minimize the 

county’s risk.   Mr. Rendleman congratulated Mrs. Swann on this accomplishment.  Judge 

English questioned if she must be recertified.  Mrs. Swann answered in the affirmative and stated 

she must complete 12 hours of CEU’s every two years.  Judge English congratulated Mrs. Swann 

also.   

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, and minutes of the February 13, 2017 meeting.  Additionally, 

the first readings of the following Board Appointments was made:  1) reappoint Iris Batchelor to 

the Horseshoe Bend Regional Library; 2) reappoint George R. Ervin and David Taylor to the 

Loachapoka Water Authority Board; 3) appoint Carlton L. Clifton to the Lee County Industrial 

Development Authority for D5; and 4) appoint Richard Key, II to the Lee County Youth 

Development Center Board.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the consent 

agenda items as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman.  The motion 

passed on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner Long abstaining due to his absence.   

 

 

Commissioner Harris discussed the temporary assistant in the Board of Registrar’s Office 

once again.  Commissioner Harris stated even though the temporary assistant was hired for a 

certain timeframe, he feels there is still a need in the Registrar’s Office for the temporary 

assistant to catch up on the work load in the office.  Commissioner Harris thanked Ms. Ann 

Bennett for her attendance and asked her to discuss those needs before the entire Commission.   

Ms. Bennett stated she was only one of three Registrars, but stated she feels an added challenge 

has been the addition of electronic registrations added by the State.  Further, she stated the 

volume of registrants and voter updates has created a difficult situation for them.  Judge English 

indicated he had received a note prior to the meeting from Registrar Becky Bailey which 

indicates the Registrar’s Office no longer needs the temporary assistance.  Ms. Bennett stated 

each registrar is independent of one another and each of the registrars do not agree with the note.  
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Commissioner Harris indicated that Mrs. Bailey indicated someone had put pressure on her to 

sign the note that was read by Judge English.  Judge English further stated according Mrs. 

Bailey, every person who had registered to vote were in the system, as required, by November 

1st.    Judge English questioned Mr. Rendleman about the budget for the temporary position.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated the budget had included funds for temporary personnel through January.  

Judge English stated it was now the end of February.  Commissioner Lawrence once again 

questioned how a State obligation is passed down to the county level.  Commissioner Harris 

stated he would like to extend the temporary assistant position a six-month extension, not a 

permanent position.  Mr. Rendleman stated this is problematic across the state, no accountability, 

no stability, when dealing with the Registrars.  Mr. Rendleman stated that is the reason for the 

current proposed legislation to try to remedy some of the issues.  Judge English concurred since 

Lee County had a registrar would not show up and would not resign.  Mr. Rendleman stated he 

had talked to Revenue Commissioner Oline Price who is willing to allow an employee from her 

office to help.  Mr. Rendleman further stated that if the Commission wishes to extend the 

temporary position assignment then it would delay the cost of living increase for all other county 

employees.   Judge English asked if that would mean all 300+ employees cost of living increase 

would be delayed, and Mr. Rendleman said yes.  Commissioner Eckman stated she did not want 

to see that happen.  Commissioner Harris stated the Commission could do something else, 

because there is money and further he stated he is concerned with the integrity of the election.  

Mr. Rendleman questioned Commissioner Harris where he would like to take the money from to 

pay the temporary position for the extended timeframe.  Judge English questioned how one 

temporary employee can protect the integrity when three appointed Registrars can’t?   Ms. 

Bennett stated the way that a temporary person helps the integrity of the voter rolls is that the 

Registrars can hand-off the work to the temporary employee while the Registrars have time to 

process the voter registrations and have time to look at the information more carefully.  

Commissioner Eckman questioned if the Registrars work 40 hours per week.  Judge English 

stated the Registrars are authorized to work a certain number of days per year, plus they can be 

granted an additional 30 days.  Commissioner Lawrence stated there is no argument that the 

hours are exceeded, but that the Agriculture Commissioner, the Governor and the Secretary of 

State could extend the days to make it work better, not rely on county government to make it 

work.  Judge English reminded the Commission that Ms. Shorter and Mrs. Burton’s salaries are 

100% paid by the county.  Commissioner Lawrence stated he no longer wishes to prop up the 

State’s responsibility with county funds.   Ms. Shorter wanted to make two comments to the 

Commission, she stated that when she was hired to help the office get caught up the office was 

fully staffed and, upon her research, smaller counties have more registrars and more clerks.  

Commissioner Harris once again questioned Mr. Rendleman if the Commission votes to keep the 

temporary position for six months how much would it cost.  Mr. Rendleman stated it averaged 

$3,000/month or for 6 months it would cost $18,000.   Commissioner Harris disagreed.  Mr. 

Rendleman once again stated Commissioner Harris would have to decide where he would like 

the money to come from since the only money not allocated is for the cost of living increase.  

Mr. Rendleman stated he could allocate the amount across travel for all the departments.  

Commissioner Lawrence questioned the assistance offered by the Revenue Commissioner.  

Commissioner Ham stated he felt that was a good solution.  After more discussion, 

Commissioner Harris made a motion to extend the temporary assistant assignment for three 

months or $9,000 and allocate it from the fuel budget.  The motion died for the lack of a second.      

 

 

Coroner Bill Harris presented a letter from Attorney Marrell J. McNeal concerning his 

salary adjustment request.  Judge English questioned the letter since the Commission had 

requested a letter from the Social Security Administration.  Mr. Harris stated Mr. McNeal 

specializes in both social security and disability benefits.  Judge English stated he and Mr. 

Rendleman would get together and compose a letter to the Social Security Administration about 

the issue.    No action was taken by the Commission. 

 

 

Talitha Norris of the Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission was unable to 

attend the meeting due to an unforeseen emergency.   
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LRCOG Transportation Planner/GIS Coordinator Daniel Wyatt presented the following 

Resolution and Agreement for Commission consideration.  Mr. Wyatt stated based on the 

documents, Lee County would be certifying that Lee-Russell Council of Governments has 

responsibility for the coordination of the transportation planning process for the Auburn-Opelika 

Urbanized Area and further has the responsibility to provide local planning coordination for all 

of the member governmental units and agencies as needed to achieve a comprehensive 

metropolitan planning program through the Auburn-Opelika Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(AOMPO).  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution and 

authorize Judge English to sign the Agreement.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Harris and carried unanimously.     

 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the Auburn-Opelika MPO is the organization designated by the Governor 

of the State of Alabama as responsible, together with the State of Alabama, for implementing all 

applicable provisions of amended Title 23 USC 134 and 135 (Fixing America’s Surface 

Transportation (FAST) Act, Dec. 2015) and ensuring that each urbanized area in Alabama, as a 

condition for receiving federal capital, operating, or planning financial assistance, has a 

continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive (3C) transportation planning process, that results in 

plans and programs for all transportation modes, and supports metropolitan community 

development and the operation of an integrated, intermodal transportation system facilitating the 

efficient and economic movement of people and goods; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration 

issued regulations on December 4, 2015, concerning the metropolitan transportation planning 

process.   

 

WHEREAS, it is agreed that the Lee-Russell Council of Governments accepts and has 

the responsibility for the coordination of the transportation planning process for the Auburn-

Opelika Urbanized Area and further has the responsibility to provide local planning coordination 

for all of the member governmental units and agencies as needed to achieve a comprehensive 

metropolitan planning program through the Auburn-Opelika Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(AOMPO); now, 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the same does 

hereby endorse and adopt said Agreement concerning the Transportation Planning Process for 

the Auburn-Opelika Urbanized Area.  

 

 

Commissioner Ham stated that since it had been a few years, he would like to once again 

donate Husqvarna Model 455 chainsaws to the local volunteer fire departments.  Commissioner 

Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to purchase seven chainsaws, a bar, 

two extra chains and a case for each of the seven volunteer fire departments.  Commissioner 

Ham stated after talking with Mr. Hardee he would suggest waiting to purchase them after the 

equipment sale in July.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner Harris voting 

“No”.   

 

 

EMA Director Kathy Carson and LRCOG Representative Lisa Sandt were in attendance 

to discuss the Loachapoka Community Shelter grant.  Mrs. Sandt presented information 

pertaining to a grant whereby the State allocated funds to each county if presented with a viable 

project.  After looking at the options, the decision was made to present plans for a 42-person 

capacity shelter due to a lesser in-kind match.  The total project cost would be $86,893 with 

FEMA share (75%) of $65,170, in-kind match (21%) of $18,000 and cash match (4%) of $3,723.  

The site would be located off Highway 14 at University Station RV Park.  There would be a 30-

year lease with University Station for the site, with the county being responsible for the yearly ad 

valorem tax increase of approximately $500/year.  Commissioner Lawrence stated 42-person 
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shelter barely scratches the surface, especially during football season at this location.  

Commissioner Eckman stated it concerns her since it is not located in Loachapoka and on a 

ballgame weekend it would not be available to Lee County residents.    Commissioner Lawrence 

questioned the location as well and stated he agreed with Commission Eckman that it should be 

located closer to the Loachapoka community.  Ms. Carson stated the location includes 

Loachapoka, University Station and the Webster Road trailer park residents too.  The 

Commission then discussed options on other locations, but Mrs. Sandt stated there were 

upcoming deadlines on the grant.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the timeframe.  Mrs. 

Sandt stated she could contact FEMA to request an extension so other options could be explored, 

if the Commission desired.   Commissioner Lawrence asked to look at a location where the 

shelter could be utilized better.  Ms. Carson stated after the last round of storms residents are 

more responsive to seeking shelters than before.  Commissioner Eckman questioned the concern 

of Mr. Williams of the location at University Station being on private land.  Ms. Carson stated a 

roadway would lead to the shelter on the leased lot.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the 

projected completion date if the Commission acted tonight.  Ms. Sandt stated it could possibly be 

about a year before bids even go out and possibly another year before the shelter would be built 

and available for shelter.  Mr. Rendleman stated the funds would be placed into the upcoming 

budget if the Commission decides to move ahead with the project.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned the upkeep on the shelter.  Mrs. Sandt stated it would cost around $1,500-$1,800 to 

inspect, upkeep and generator maintenance.  Commissioner Lawrence further stated he would 

ask that the Commission be involved in looking at future sites for shelter locations.  After more 

discussion, Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to 

approve the grant at the University Station location.  The motion carried on a vote of 4-1 with 

Commissioner Harris voting “No.”      

 

 

Chief Appraiser Richie LaGrand presented a contract for Business Personal Property 

Audit Services.  Mr. LaGrand explained that the service is necessary to audit businesses that may 

be under reporting on machinery and equipment.  Mr. LaGrand stated he does not have the 

manpower to perform audits, so he is asking the Commission to consider this contract.  

Commissioner Lawrence questioned how long they can go back.  Judge English and Mr. 

Rendleman answered two years.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to authorize Judge English to sign the contract for Business Personal 

Property Audit services for the Appraisal Department.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Mrs. Swann presented the following Resolution and ACCA Liability Self-Insurance 

Participation Agreement renewal for Commission consideration.  Mrs. Swann stated this is a 

three-year renewal agreement.  Upon this presentation, Commissioner Ham made a motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize Judge English to sign the renewal of the ACCA 

Liability Self-Insurance Participation Agreement and Resolution.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

     RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, Lee County is a member of the Association of County Commissions of 

Alabama Liability Self-Insurance Fund, Inc. (“Liability Fund”) for the contract period ending 

December 31, 2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County’s participation in the Liability Fund has been a significant 

benefit to the County since becoming a member; and  

 

WHEREAS, the representation and service provided by the Liability Fund continues to 

be in the best interest of Lee County and its officials and employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, Lee County would benefit by agreeing to extend its participation in the 

Liability Fund for an additional three-year period beginning January 1, 2018 and concluding 
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December 31, 2020. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it 

renews its participation in the Liability Fund for calendar years 2018 through 2020 and hereby 

directs its Chairman to immediately execute the 2018-2020 ACCA Liability Self-Insurance 

Fund, Inc. Participation Agreement.  

 

 

Next, Mrs. Swann presented the Motor Vehicle Operations Policy for Commission 

consideration.  Mrs. Swann explained that the ACCA Insurance Fund is looking for five county 

Fund Members to implement a county Fleet Policy, which will include an annual review of 

driving records for employees who operate county vehicles.  Counties in the pilot program will 

be reimbursed $5.75 per requested Motor Vehicle Record (MVR).  Lee County is one of five 

counties chosen to participate in the pilot program.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the 

purpose of the program.  Mrs. Swann stated it is for the county to verify that employees report 

what they are supposed to, and especially to protect from a liability standpoint.  Commissioner 

Lawrence questioned the information gathered from the DMV.  Mrs. Swann stated it would 

provide the status of whether an individual is eligible to drive a county vehicle or not.  Under 

current policy, an employee is responsible for self-reporting that status.   Mrs. Swann reported 

along with the review, the county is required to adopt a motor vehicle operations policy.  The 

recommended policy consolidates a few of the existing policies.  Upon this recommendation, 

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to adopt the Motor 

Vehicle Operations Policy as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 

 

Judge English commended Mr. Rendleman on getting the Auburn Satellite Office 

reopened as quickly as had been done since the incident on February 9, 2017.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated it was thanks to good people that work for us and with us, especially Architect Randy 

Wilson and Maintenance Director Jerry Lynch.     Judge English thanked them for getting the 

office open around lunch on Tuesday, February 21.  Commissioner Eckman questioned what 

caused the accident.  Judge English responded an impaired driver.  Commissioner Ham 

questioned if our insurance or the driver’s insurance was paying for the repairs.  Mr. Rendleman 

responded that the county’s insurance is taking care of the damages.   

 

 

Last, Mr. Hardee reported an emergency road closure of Lee Road 206 located in District 

4.  Mr. Hardee stated the road will be closed approximately four weeks for replacement of the 

cross-drain structure.  Additionally, Mr. Hardee stated a water main with Smiths Water Authority 

is located on this portion of the road.  Mr. Hardee stated the failure was due to a deteriorated 

cross-drain.    The closed portion of Lee Road is approximately 0.15 miles north of the junction 

of Lee Road 205 and Lee Road 206.      

 

 

Commissioner Harris addressed the repaving list he had requested from Mr. Hardee that 

was on the Commissioners’ benches.  Commissioner Harris stated he would like to set a work 

session on road paving.  Judge English said he would place the item on the next agenda for 

discussion.   

 

 

At approximately 6:35 p.m., Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, March 13, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  

 
  
During citizens’ communications, Peter Byrd presented a 5-page “Statement of Claims 

Against Lee County” dated March 13, 2016.   Mr. Byrd stated he had presented a claim 
previously and Judge English told him that it was not against the county.   Mr. Byrd gave the 
document to Deputy Administrator Alice McCall.     

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Elected Officials 
in attendance included: Revenue Commissioner Oline Price and Sheriff Jay Jones.  News Media 
in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Jim 
Little.  

 
 
Commissioner Harris stated he had been recognized to receive the 2017 President’s 

Lifetime Achievement Award from the Corporation.  Commissioner Harris stated that it was for 
his accomplishments in the community.  The Commission congratulated Commissioner Harris.   

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from February and minutes of 
the February 27, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Harris objected to the minutes because he felt 
they did not accurately reflect the action of the Commission.  Commissioner Harris wanted the 
minutes to reflect the name of the person whose property the county would be paying their taxes 
for the storm shelter’s proposed location.  Commissioner Ham stated the minutes did name 
University Station.  Commissioner Harris interjected that it should name the property owner, 
Mathan Holt.  Commissioner Lawrence objected stating he did not know if in fact he was the 
listed owner.  Commissioner Harris continued to state that if the county is going to pay a 
person’s property tax then it should reflect the name in the minutes.  Judge English stated he 
would move the Commission minutes under “old business” so further discussion could take 
place and move forward with the meeting.   Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the 
consent agenda items, excluding the minutes of the February 27 meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and passed unanimously.    

 
 
Commissioner Harris continued to claim that the minutes should accurately reflect and 

should name the owner of the property where the proposed storm shelter is proposed to be 
located.  Once again, Commissioner Ham indicated that the minutes did state the owner as 
University Station.  Commissioner Harris once again stated it needed to name the property owner 
by name.  Commissioner Lawrence stated it is not going to pay the property taxes but only going 
to pay the increased portion due to locating the storm shelter there.  Commissioner Harris made a 
motion to name the property owner in the Minutes.  The motion died for the lack of a second.  
Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve the 
minutes of the February 27, 2017 meeting as received.  The motion carried on a vote of 4-1 with 
Commissioner Harris voting “No”.  

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a Federal Aid Resolution for resurfacing Lee 

Road 095 for Commission consideration.  Mr. Hardee stated that the Commission previously 
passed a similar Resolution to initiate funding for a federal aid resurfacing project on Lee Road 
95; however, ALDOT has requested that the Commission pass a new Resolution to reflect a 
change in construction technique.  Upon this presentation, Commissioner Eckman made a 
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motion to approve the Resolution and authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary paperwork.   
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 
     RESOLUTION   
WHEREAS, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama is desirous of 

constructing or improving, by force account, by contract or both, a section of road included in 
the Lee County Road System and described as follows: 
Full depth reclamation with cement, resurface, traffic stripe and other safety improvements on 
Lee Road 095, from Alabama Highway 174, then northeasterly approximately 2.807 miles to the 
Opelika city limits.  
 
 WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of the County-wide agreement 
executed between the State and the County covering preliminary engineering by State forces and 
equipment on this project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County intends to apply for Federal Aid funds for the construction of 
the above referenced project, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of any agreement which has been 
executed or will be executed covering the construction of this project 

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution to reappoint 

Iris Batchelor to the Horseshoe Bend Regional Library Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED the Lee County Commission does hereby reappoint Iris Batchelor to 

the Horseshoe Bend Regional Library Board to serve a four-year term from October 1, 2016 until 
October 1, 2020.   

 
 
Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the following Resolution to reappoint 

George R. Ervin and David Taylor to the Loachapoka Water Authority Board.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED the Lee County Commission does hereby reappoint George R. 

Ervin and David Taylor to the Loachapoka Water Authority Board to each serve a six-year term 
from March 1, 2017 to March 1, 2023.   

 
 
Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the following Resolution to appoint 

Carlton L. Clifton to the Lee County Industrial Development Authority as the D5 representative.   
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED the Lee County Commission does hereby appoint Carlton L. Clifton 

to the Lee County Industrial Development Authority as the representative for District 5.   
 
 
Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the following Resolution to appoint 

Richard Key, II to the Lee County Youth Development Center Board.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED the Lee County Commission does hereby appoint Richard Key, II to 

the Lee County Youth Development Center Board to fulfill the unexpired term of Jerry Bentley, 
which expires September 30, 2018. 
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Mr. Richard Morrow appeared before the Commission to request that the dirt portion of 
Lee Road 179 be closed.   Mr. Morrow stated it involves two property owners, contains no 
utilities and is no longer maintained by the county.  Mr. Hardee stated he had discussed the item 
with Mr. Morrow and Mr. Morrow has agreed to provide the necessary paperwork to initiate the 
process and present it to the Commission at a later date for a public hearing.   Judge English 
questioned Mr. Hardee about the maintenance of the road.   Mr. Hardee answered the county 
does not maintain that portion of the road.  Judge English questioned Mr. Martin if the County 
has the authority to vacate the road even if the county does not maintain it.  Mr. Martin stated it 
would be best to follow legal process to vacate the road and questioned whether it was a public 
road or not.   Commissioner Long questioned if it was a dead-end.  Mr. Hardee stated it was not.   
Judge English questioned Mr. Morrow if there was much traffic on the road.  Mr. Morrow stated 
traffic is minimal, but the reason for his request is because the area has turned into a dumping 
zone and people use it for parties on the weekend.   Additionally, Mr. Morrow stated he was 
trying to divert that type of activity near his home.  Mr. Hardee asked Mr. Morrow to turn in the 
paperwork to the Highway Department.  No action was taken by the Commission.    

 
 
Extension Coordinator Tara Barr appeared to thank the Commission and the Maintenance 

Department for the remodeling project that has been completed at the Extension Office.  Mrs. 
Barr stated the work was performed in a very professional and expeditious manner.    Mrs. Barr 
stated it is a pleasure to work in such a nice building.  Also, she stated many compliments had 
been received from others that have visited the office.  Mrs. Barr invited the Commission to 
come by anytime.  Judge English thanked Mrs. Barr for taking her time to come before the 
Commission.       

 
 
Commissioner Harris wished to discuss setting a work session on road paving.  First, 

Commissioner Harris stated that people in his district were concerned because they pay taxes, 
but the dirt roads in the district were not being addressed.  Commissioner Harris stated now the 
people in his district are possibly going to pay an additional 3 cent road tax but they will not see 
any benefit because of the Commission’s policy not to pave any dirt roads.  Further, 
Commissioner Harris stated he talked to others counties like Chambers and they stated they take 
care of both the paved and unpaved roads with what they have which is far less than Lee County.  
Commissioner Harris stated that in the past the county would pave 5-10 miles of dirt roads, but 
since that has gone away, that money was supposed to go to resurfacing but now the county is 
still resurfacing less.  Commissioner Harris questioned where the money was going.  
Commissioner Lawrence questioned Commissioner Harris on whether he approved the budget 
each year.  Commissioner Harris asked Commissioner Lawrence to stick to the facts, 10 miles 
paving dirt roads or 10 miles of resurfacing.  Commissioner Harris questioned if any other 
county had a dirt road paving policy like Lee County.  Commissioner Lawrence stated he did not 
know.  Commissioner Eckman stated they have had several presentations on resurfacing by the 
county engineer.  Commissioner Harris stated the stock market is doing good and the budget is 
good, he just cannot understand why Lee County cannot change the policy.  Commissioner 
Lawrence questioned the tax base, and stated the use of more fuel-efficient cars on the road, 
equates to the fuel tax being static.  Commissioner Harris once again stated he has talked to 
people in Chambers and Macon Counties that do not have this problem.   Judge English stated he 
recently drove a paved road in Macon County, and it was in bad shape.  Commissioner Harris 
stated the county received bond money to fix bridges in the county, and further stated he believes 
in treating people fair.  Judge English stated Commissioner Harris did not vote to stop the dirt 
road paving.  Commissioner Ham finally stated the agenda item was to set a work session on 
road paving asked Commissioner to set a date or to move on to the next item.  Commissioner 
Ham further stated he would like to wait to see if the 3 cent gas tax passes or not.    
Commissioner Harris made a motion to set a work session on road paving.  The motion died for 
the lack of a second.     
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Revenue Commissioner Oline Price appeared before the Commission to request a 
contract for new motor vehicle license software.   Mrs. Price stated she has not had an upgrade 
since 1999 and this would allow her office to become more efficient.   Mrs. Price stated the 
upgrade would cost around $40,000.  Judge English questioned if it was budgeted.  Mr. 
Rendleman stated it was not, but her budget should cover it.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize Mrs. Price to enter into a contract with Nitorco for 
motor vehicle software.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Mr. Hardee presented a request to reduce the speed limit in Corbett Creek Falls 

Subdivision.  The Highway Department has conducted a traffic study and recommends that the 
speed limit be reduced from 45 mph to 25 mph for Lee Road 2153 and 2154.  The Highway 
Department recommends this is a reasonable and safe maximum speed limit.  Upon this 
recommendation, Commissioner Ham made a motion to reduce the speed from 45 mph to 25 
mph on Lee Roads 2153 and 2154 in Corbett Creek Falls Subdivision.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    

 
 
Next, Mr. Hardee presented the preliminary plat for Shotwell Ridge Subdivision, a 12-lot 

subdivision.  Mr. Hardee stated the preliminary plat has been reviewed and meets the minimum 
requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.   The proposed 
subdivision is located along to Lee Road 254.  The adjacent property owners were notified of the 
development via letters sent out March 2, 2017.   Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve 
the preliminary plat for Shotwell Ridge Subdivision.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long for discussion.  Three adjacent property owners were in attendance to 
oppose the proposed development.  Rollins Moncus stated he owns 32 acres across the road from 
the proposed development and is opposed because the development will mean 11 houses with 11 
wells and 11 septic tanks.  Mr. Moncus stated currently he only gets 11 gallons of water a minute 
from his well and that number will decrease even further with 11 more homes in the area.  Next, 
Richard Hopkins stated he owns 20 acres near the proposed development and he is concerned 
with the well situation too since he only gets 10 gallons of water a minute from his well.  Mr. 
Hopkins stated he fears with the number of wells so close together he feels it will not work.  
Last, Don Pitts who owns 40 acres across from the proposed development opposed it as well.  
Commissioner Lawrence questioned how the land perked on the site of the proposed 
development.  Mr. Tim Simpson appeared representing the developer, Carl Greathouse, and 
stated the land perked exceptionally well.  Mr. Rendleman stated there are no zoning restrictions 
in the county.    Mr. Simpson further stated this is the first he has heard about the wells.  Judge 
English questioned Mr. Hardee about the recommendation to approve the preliminary plat.  Mr. 
Hardee stated it meets the road frontage requirements, the lot size requirements and the Health 
Department has signed off on the plat; it also meets all the Highway Department requirements.  
Mr. Hardee further suggested that if there is something the Commission wishes him to look at 
further he will be happy to do so.   Commissioner Harris stated he has a concern about the water 
quality.  Commissioners Ham and Lawrence stated it concerns them as well.  Mr. Simpson stated 
this would set a precedent if the Commission requires the developer to hire a hydrogeologist to 
look at the water issues.  Judge English stated he does not see where the Commission has the 
authority to make a plat decision based on the water issue. Mr. Simpson questioned the 
requirements.  Commissioner Ham stated there were no requirements but he would suggest Mr. 
Simpson consider it further.  Commissioner Ham then suggested to move the item to the next 
meeting.  Then, Commissioner Ham withdrew his motion, and Commissioner Long withdrew his 
second.      

 
 
Mr. Rendleman presented change order #1 for the electrical contract at the Lee County 

Detention Center.  Mr. Rendleman explained that after exposing four additional rooms, which 
were originally left out, there is a need to include them to complete the work on the HVAC duct 
installation.  Therefore, Mr. Rendleman recommended the Commission approve the change order 
for $35,2020.62.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the increase.  Mr. Rendleman stated it 
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would only delay the next phase a little longer.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion to approve change order #1 for the electrical contract in the original jail 
from $200,000 to $235,202.62.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried 
unanimously.   

 
 
Mr. Rendleman presented a new job classification for a Recycling Facility Manager in 

Environmental Services.  Mr. Rendleman explained that upon the recent completion of the 
$800,000 Recycling Facility, the need for a person to run and supervise the facility is needed.  
Mr. Rendleman reminded the Commission that even though the position was funded in the 
FY2017 budget, the position still needs to be created.  Mr. Rendleman stated the position was 
based on information gathered from governmental units with recycling operations and the needs 
of the environmental services department.  Further, the job description for the proposed 
Recycling Facility Manager will be set at a pay grade 16.   Upon his explanation, Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion to approve the Recycling Facility Manger classification at a Pay Grade 
16.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.  

 
 
Next, Mr. Rendleman presented a new job class for a Facilities Supervisor in the Building 

Maintenance Department.   Mr. Rendleman stated due to a recent retirement in the Building 
Maintenance Department, an opportunity developed to re-evaluate the structure of the positions 
within the department.  Mr. Rendleman stated the recommendation is for a Facilities Supervisor 
which will merge the responsibilities of the building maintenance assistant and includes a 
supervisory role over the custodians into one position at a Pay Grade 15.  Upon this explanation, 
Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the Facilities Supervisor job classification and 
set it at a Pay Grade 15.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 
unanimously.    

 
 
Last, Mr. Rendleman presented a proposed cost-of-living adjustment of 3.35% for all 

eligible county employees.  Mr. Rendleman reminded the Commission of discussion during the 
budget process of a possible cost-of-living adjustment if revenue projections were on target after 
mid-fiscal year.   Mr. Rendleman stated at the end of February, which is his benchmark, typically 
80% of revenue for the General Fund is collected.  Further, Mr. Rendleman stated projections are 
on target and overall expenditures are within budget at this point of the fiscal year.  Therefore, he 
would recommend to proceed to amend the budget by $213,000 to accommodate the increase 
and adjust the pay scale by 3.35% effective March 18, 2017.  The COLA adjustment will appear 
in the April 7th pay date.  Upon his recommendation, Commissioner Harris made a motion to 
approve the following FY2017 budget amendment of $213,000.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 
 General Fund 
 Revenue (various lines)       $195,000 
  Expenditures (Salaries/Fringe Benefits)  $145,000 
  Operational Transfers Out    $ 50,000 
 Act 2013-325 Fund 
 Revenue           $ 18,000  
  Expenditures (Salaries/Fringe Benefits)  $ 18,000 
 Gasoline Tax Fund 
 Expenditures (Salaries/Fringe Benefits)      $ 50,000 
  Operational Transfers In    $   50,000 
 
Next, Commissioner Harris made a motion to increase the overall Lee County 

Commission Pay Scale by 3.35% effective March 18, 2017.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
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At approximately 6:00 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, APRIL 10, 2017 

 

 
 

1

The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, April 10, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
  
During citizens’ communications, John Sophocleus directed his statement to Judge 

English.  Mr. Sophocleus stated he is asking for the claim book and has also asked for it from 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman.  Mr. Sophocleus further stated he is asking to look at 
the claim book for research for his column.  Mr. Sophocleus stated he is not interested in 
litigation and stated the book should be bound and should be available for review.  Last, Mr. 
Sophocleus asked that the information be provided as requested.  Commissioner Harris stated he 
felt that Mr. Sophocleus had followed proper protocol and should be given the public 
information.  Commissioner Harris further directed the question to County Attorney Stan Martin.  
Mr. Rendleman spoke and stated he had received the request on Friday, and had responded to 
Mr. Peter Byrd, from whom the request had been received from, not Mr. Sophocleus.  Mr. Byrd 
stated he had not checked his email.    Further, Mr. Rendleman stated a computer has been set-up 
for the review of the claims. 

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Elected Officials 
in attendance included: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News Media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Lindy Oller.  

 
 
Sheriff Jones recognized Deputy Dakota Smith as Employee of the Year and three 

deputies were awarded the Sheriff’s Lifesaving Award.  Sheriff Jones was pleased to recognize 
Deputy Smith as Deputy of the Year, which is awarded by supervisors and peers.  Sheriff Jones 
stated Deputy Smith is a person who does not wait to be asked to do something, he looks around 
and sees what needs doing and does it without being told.  Further, Sheriff Jones stated Deputy 
Smith has completed all the training offered, because he wishes to expand his knowledge.  
Further, Sheriff Jones stated Deputy Smith is always eager to help fellow colleagues.   

 
Deputy Amber Burdette, Deputy Terrence Moore and Deputy Ray Smith were 

recognized with the Sheriff’s Lifesaving Award for their act of bravery during the line of duty.  
Deputy Burdette was given the award because of her lifesaving act when she was called to the 
scene when a lady was threatening to leap to her death from a bridge on the interstate.  Deputy 
Burdette was able to grab the individual and get her to safety and then transport her to the 
hospital for evaluation.   Deputy Moore jumped in to assist the EMT’s perform CPR on a child to 
keep the child alive until the child could be flown to the Children’s Hospital in Birmingham.   
Deputy Smith was able to talk an individual holding a handgun to her head out of killing herself 
and getting the individual to agree to be transported for evaluation after an hour of talking.  
Sheriff Jones stated the recognitions were “well deserved”.  

 
 
  Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from March and minutes of the 
March 27, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the consent agenda 
items as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and passed unanimously. 

  
      
Chellene Lane presented a handout to the Commission concerning her proposal to 

provide residential pick-up trash service.  Mrs. Lane stated she and her husband have been in the 
waste management industry for 28 years.  Further, Mrs. Lane stated she has been awarded 
government contracts in the past.  Mrs. Lane stated she now would like to expand her business 
into the trash pick-up service.  Currently, Mrs. Lane stated, to start out, she will be using a small 
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pick-up truck to provide the service and has about 30 people wanting the service.  Mrs. Lane 
stated she was instructed to come before the Commission for permission to provide the garbage 
pick-up service.  Commissioner Ham questioned the monthly fee for the service.  Mrs. Lane 
stated the monthly fee is $25.   County Engineer Justin Hardee stated Environmental Services 
Director Chris Bozeman would be the person Mrs. Lane would need to contact about this 
service.  Commissioner Ham further questioned her intent with recycling.  Mrs. Lane stated her 
intentions were to pull-out any recyclables for the school system.    

 
 
Lee-Russell Council of Governments Representative Taylor Dobson presented the 

Resolution for Fair Housing Month for Commission consideration. Commissioner Lawrence 
made a motion to approve the Resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.   

 
     RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, the month of April is recognized throughout the United States of America 

and the State of Alabama as Fair Housing Month; and  
 
WHEREAS, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended, set forth a national 

policy of fair housing without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, gender, familial 
status, or disability; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission wishes to continue to affirmatively further fair 

housing for its citizens and believes ongoing education and outreach are key to raising awareness 
of fair housing principles, practices, rights and responsibilities.   

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby 

proclaim April, 2017 as FAIR HOUSING MONTH in Lee County and encourages all citizens 
to observe and support both the letter and spirit of the Fair Housing Law as an expression of the 
individual rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of 
Alabama.   

 
 
IT Director Tim Parson presented a request to bring in a GIS Coordinator at a Step H.  

Mr. Parson explained that the last candidate who was offered the position never showed up on 
the first day and he has yet to hear from them.  Mr. Parson feels the increased step would 
encourage quality candidates to remain in the position.   Upon this request, Commissioner Ham 
made a motion to authorize the GIS Coordinator position be filled at Step H based on experience 
and knowledge in the desired areas of GIS.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris 
and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Chief Appraiser Richie LaGrand presented a contract with RICOH for scanning business 

personal property files.  Mr. LaGrand stated the contract provides for three years of back 
scanning for personal property records.  Mr. LaGrand stated this would provide the ability for 
accurate records and to eliminate the necessity of a physical filing system.   Further, Mr. 
LaGrand stated he talked with several companies before choosing RICOH, who also are working 
with Auburn University and the City of Opelika.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if it was a 
budgeted item.  Mr. LaGrand stated it was not a budgeted item.  Mr. Rendleman stated funds 
could be shifted from other line items to cover the costs.  Commissioner Lawrence made a 
motion to authorize Judge English to sign the agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.        

 
 
Sheriff Jones asked that the liquor license application for the La-Z-Bee be moved to the 

next agenda.   
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Last, Commissioner Harris stated after talking with Mr. Hardee about the gas tax issue, 
he would like to move discussion forward to the next agenda.   

 
 
At approximately 5:35 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Monday, April 24, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 

followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 

  

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Johnny 

Lawrence, Gary Long and John Andrew Harris.   Absent:  Commissioners Sheila Eckman and 

Robert Ham.  Elected Officials in attendance included: Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  

News Media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News 

reporter Cindy Williford.  

 

 

Judge English welcomed and recognized the Leadership Lee County members who were 

attending the meeting.  They included:  Ausu Anaraki, Wendy Birmingham, Mary Goodson, 

Ashley and Patrick Harvill, Vicki Hudson and Rodney King.    

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the April 10, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Long 

made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Harris and passed unanimously. 

  

      

County Administrator Roger Rendleman stated that the county has been approached to 

assist in providing a commercial/light industrial development in an unincorporated location by 

allowing access to the Economic Development Partnership of Alabama through the Commission 

so EDPA can actively promote the site.  Mr. Rendleman stated the developer has not indicated 

that they are seeking a financial commitment or assistance from the county to develop the site.  

Due to this request, it is necessary to update two members on the Lee County Industrial 

Development Authority Board.   The District 1 representative resigned, so a replacement needs 

to be appointed and the District 4 representative’s term has expired.   Mr. Rendleman stated it is 

necessary to set a meeting for reorganizing the officers and to meet with the developer to provide 

access to the Economic Development Partnership of Alabama’s marketing program.    Judge 

English officially announced two vacancies on the Lee County Industrial Development Authority 

Board for Districts 1 and 4, and said they would be ready for first reading of names of potential 

members after 30 days.  

 

 

County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the preliminary plat for Hornet Flats 

Subdivision Phase I for 19 lots.  Mr. Hardee stated the preliminary plat has been reviewed and 

meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development 

Regulations.  The proposed subdivision is located adjacent to the intersection of Lee Road 165 

and Lee Road 123.  The adjacent property owners were notified of the development via letters 

sent out April 13, 2017.   Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department is asking the Commission 

to grant the final plat approval.   Judge English questioned Mr. Hardee if Lee Roads 123 and 124 

were the narrow one-lane roads.  Mr. Hardee answered in the affirmative that Lee Road 124 is a 

narrow one-lane road.    Judge English questioned if Lee Road 123 would be able to handle the 

traffic.  Mr. Hardee stated if those lots are developed then the Highway Department may need to 

look at Lee Road 123 at that time.  Commissioner Long stated by the plat the right-of-way 

looked sufficient.   Upon more discussion, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Lawrence to approve the preliminary plat for Hornet Flats Subdivision, Phase I.  

The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

Next, Mr. Hardee presented the results for Bid #4 for five new tandem axle partial-tilt 

trailers for the Highway Department.  Mr. Hardee stated out of 20 invitations mailed only five 
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were returned.  Mr. Hardee recommended the Commission award the bid to the lowest 

responsive bid of $19,200/per trailer from Warrior Tractor & Equipment Co., Inc., of 

Montgomery, Alabama.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Harris made a motion to 

award Bid #4 to Warrior Tractor & Equipment Co., Inc. for $19,200/per trailer.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

 

     

Mr. Hardee presented the following Agreements on two Federal Aid resurfacing projects.   

First, Mr. Hardee presented the Federal Aid Agreement for resurfacing Lee Road 175.  Mr. 

Hardee stated this is an 80/20 funding agreement with the State.  Commissioner Harris made a 

motion to approve the following Resolution and authorize Judge English to sign the necessary 

agreements.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 

     RESOLUTION 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 

County enters into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 

Department of Transportation for:  

 

The full depth reclamation and resurfacing on CR-175 from the Russell County line to SR-169.   

Length – 3.824 miles 

Project#ACNU61130-ATRP(015);LCP#41-120-13; ATRIP#41-05-23 

 

which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 

the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 

the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 

agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   

 

AGREEMENT FOR ALABAMA TRANSPORTATION REHABILITATION  

      AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (ATRIP) PROJECT  

         BETWEEN THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

          AND LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA  
 

This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, (acting by and 

through the Alabama Department of Transportation), hereinafter referred to as the STATE; and 

Lee County (FEIN 63-6001601), hereinafter referred to as the COUNTY; in cooperation with the 

United States Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, hereinafter 

referred to as FHWA:   

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the STATE and the COUNTY desire to cooperate in the full depth reclamation and 

resurfacing on CR-175 from the Russell County Line to SR-169.  Length-3.824 miles  

Project#ACNU61130-ATRP(015);LCP#41-120-13;ATRIP#41-05-23 

NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto, for, and in consideration of the premises stated herein 

do hereby mutually promise, stipulate, and agree as follows:  

(1) The County will acquire any additional right-of way, if needed, for the Project at no cost to 

the State or this Project.      

(2) The County or its representative, if applicable to the Project, agree to adjust and/or relocate 

all utilities on the Project without cost to the State or this Project. 

(3) The County or its representative, will provide the required surveys, complete the plans and 

perform all other preliminary engineering duties for the Project at no cost to the State or this 

Project.  The County will be responsible for submitting all required environmental documents to 

the State and obtaining approval prior to right-of-way acquisition or submittal of final plan 

assembly to the State.  The plans will be subject to the approval of the State and the Project will 

be constructed in accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this 

agreement.  
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(4) If necessary, the COUNTY will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 

(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 

(NOR)(Code Chapter 335-6-12) for the PROJECT.  The COUNTY and the contractor will be 

responsible for compliance with the permit and the STATE will have no obligation regarding the 

permit.  The COUNTY will furnish the STATE (Region) a copy of the permit prior to any work 

being performed by the contractor.   

(5) The COUNTY will furnish all construction engineering for the PROJECT with COUNTY 

forces or with a consultant selected and approved by the STATE as part of the PROJECT cost.  

The cost of construction engineering and inspection shall be included as part of the construction 

cost for the PROJECT and will be paid from funds provided herein.   

(6) The STATE will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials with STATE forces 

when needed as part of the PROJECT cost.  The cost of inspection and testing of materials shall 

be included as part of the construction cost for the PROJECT and will be paid from funds 

provided herein.   

(7) The COUNTY will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 

Specifications for Highway Construction (latest edition) on the PROJECT and will ensure that 

alignment and grades on this PROJECT meet the standards of the Alabama Department of 

Transportation and the PROJECT will be constructed in accordance with the approved plans.   

(8) The PROJECT will be administered by the STATE and all cost will be financed, when 

eligible for Federal participation, on the basis of eighty (80) percent Federal ATRIP funds and 

twenty (20) percent COUNTY funds, unless otherwise noted below.  Any Federal aid non-

participating costs shall be borne by the COUNTY at one hundred (100) percent.   

(9) Funding for this agreement is subject to the availability of Federal ATRIP funds at the time 

of authorization.  The STATE will not be liable for Federal ATRIP funds in any amount.  It is 

understood that the amounts stated below are estimates only.  Any shortfall in funding or overrun 

in construction costs shall be borne by the COUNTY from Federal ATRIP funds, if available, 

from COUNTY Federal funds, if available, and from COUNTY funds.  In the event of an under-

run in construction costs, the amount of Federal ATRIP funds will be the amount stated below, 

or eighty (80) percent of eligible costs, whichever is less.  

(10) The estimated cost of construction of this PROJECT will be provided from the funds 

outlined as follows:  

Federal ATRIP Funds    $739,600.00 

County Funds      $184,900.00 

 Total (Including E & I)   $924,500.00 

(11) The STATE will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 

contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the STATE will 

invoice the COUNTY for its prorate share of the estimated cost (if applicable) as reflected by the 

bid of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the COUNTY will pay this amount to the STATE no 

later than 30 days after the date bids are opened.  Payment must be received prior to award of the 

contract.  

(12) A final audit will be made of all PROJECT records after completion of the PROJECT and a 

copy will be furnished to the Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, in 

accordance with Act 1994, No. 94-414.  A final financial settlement will be made between the 

parties as reflected by the final audit and agreement.   

(13) The COUNTY will submit reimbursement invoices for the work performed under the terms 

of this agreement to the STATE within six (6) months after the completion and acceptance of the 

PROJECT.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period will not be eligible for 

payment.  

(14) Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the STATE, the COUNTY will assume full 

responsibility for maintenance of that part of the improvements which are not a part of the 

Alabama Highway Maintenance System.  Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the 

STATE, the COUNTY will maintain the PROJECT in satisfactory condition in accordance with 

the requirements of the Alabama Department of Transportation.   

(15) The COUNTY shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 

agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall protect, 

defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of 

Transportation, its officials, officers, and employees, and their agents and/or assigns.   
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(16) For all claims not subject to Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall 

indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, 

the officials, officers and employees, and their agents and/or assigns from and against any and all 

actions, damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount 

paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 

under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds required, 

authorized, or undertaken by the COUNTY pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) 

misuse, misappropriation, misapplication or mis-expenditure of any source of funding, 

compensation or reimbursement by the COUNTY, its agents, servants, representatives, 

employees or assigns.   

(17) By entering into this agreement, the COUNTY is not an agent of the STATE, it officers, 

employees, agents, or assigns.  The COUNTY is an independent entity from the STATE and 

nothing in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  

(18) Each party will provide, without cost to the other, information available from its records that 

will facilitate the performance of the work. 

(19) Nothing will be construed under the terms of this agreement by the STATE or the 

COUNTY that will cause any conflict with Section 23-1-63, Code of Alabama (7/24th law).  

(20) The COUNTY will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 

public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 

and/or Federal law) of the COUNTY, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.  

(21) Exhibits M and N are available at the Lee County Highway Department and hereby made a 

part of this agreement.   

(22) This agreement is made and expressly executed in the names of the parties hereto by their 

respective officers, officials or other persons who are authorized to execute it, and it is deemed 

by the parties to be an agreement or contract under seal.  

(23) By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 

that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 

continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 

contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 

agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   

(24) The terms of this agreement may be modified by supplemental agreement duly executed by 

the parties hereto.  

(25) This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 

notice termination.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto cause this agreement to be executed by 

those officers, officials, and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 

be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 

Governor of Alabama.  

Exhibit M  

CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS: LOBBYING 

This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 

or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 

The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 

Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 

under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 

prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 

belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 

the prospective participant/recipient, that:   

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  

prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 

mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 

of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 

employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 

making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 

cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 

any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
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person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 

Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 

Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 

other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 

participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 

Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 

transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 

making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 

person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 

than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 

cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 

U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 

certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-

recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   

EXHIBIT N 

FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 

the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 

1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 

agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 

effect or which may, during the course of this agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 

provision in the agreement shall be deemed null and void.  

When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 

agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 

resolution.   

TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is subject to 

termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued payment of the 

agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   

In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be made, 

agreement will be subject to termination.   

NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The STATE and CONSULTANT acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence 

by the Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, 

absent the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a 

party to this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the STATE, 

CONSULTANT, or any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any 

matter resulting from the underlying contract.  

The CONSULTANT agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or 

in part with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not 

be modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   

 

 

 Mr. Hardee presented the Federal Aid Agreement for resurfacing Lee Road 279 in 

District 4.  Mr. Hardee stated this is an 80/20 funding agreement with the State.  Commissioner 

Harris made a motion to approve the following Resolution and authorize Judge English to sign 

the necessary agreements.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 

unanimously.   

 

     RESOLUTION 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 

County enters into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 

Department of Transportation for:  
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The full depth reclamation and resurfacing on CR-279 from CR-270 to the Chambers County 

line.  Length – 2.181 miles 

Project#ACNU61132-ATRP(015);LCP#41-122-13; ATRIP#41-05-25 

 

which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 

the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 

the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 

agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   

 

AGREEMENT FOR ALABAMA TRANSPORTATION REHABILITATION  

      AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (ATRIP) PROJECT  

         BETWEEN THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

          AND LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA  
 

This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, (acting by and 

through the Alabama Department of Transportation), hereinafter referred to as the STATE; and 

Lee County (FEIN 63-6001601), hereinafter referred to as the COUNTY; in cooperation with the 

United States Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, hereinafter 

referred to as FHWA:   

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the STATE and the COUNTY desire to cooperate in the full depth reclamation and 

resurfacing on CR-279 from CR-2790 to the Chambers County Line.  Length-2.181 miles  

Project#ACNU61132-ATRP(015);LCP#41-122-13;ATRIP#41-05-25 

NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto, for, and in consideration of the premises stated herein 

do hereby mutually promise, stipulate, and agree as follows:  

(1) The County will acquire any additional right-of way, if needed, for the Project at no cost to 

the State or this Project.      

(2)The County or its representative, if applicable to the Project, agree to adjust and/or relocate all 

utilities on the Project without cost to the State or this Project. 

(3) The County or its representative, will provide the required surveys, complete the plans and 

perform all other preliminary engineering duties for the Project at no cost to the State or this 

Project.  The County will be responsible for submitting all required environmental documents to 

the State and obtaining approval prior to right-of-way acquisition or submittal of final plan 

assembly to the State.  The plans will be subject to the approval of the State and the Project will 

be constructed in accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this 

agreement.  

(4) If necessary, the COUNTY will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 

(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 

(NOR)(Code Chapter 335-6-12) for the PROJECT.  The COUNTY and the contractor will be 

responsible for compliance with the permit and the STATE will have no obligation regarding the 

permit.  The COUNTY will furnish the STATE (Region) a copy of the permit prior to any work 

being performed by the contractor.   

(5) The COUNTY will furnish all construction engineering for the PROJECT with COUNTY 

forces or with a consultant selected and approved by the STATE as part of the PROJECT cost.  

The cost of construction engineering and inspection shall be included as part of the construction 

cost for the PROJECT and will be paid from funds provided herein.   

(6) The STATE will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials with STATE forces 

when needed as part of the PROJECT cost.  The cost of inspection and testing of materials shall 

be included as part of the construction cost for the PROJECT and will be paid from funds 

provided herein.   

(7) The COUNTY will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 

Specifications for Highway Construction (latest edition) on the PROJECT and will ensure that 

alignment and grades on this PROJECT meet the standards of the Alabama Department of 

Transportation and the PROJECT will be constructed in accordance with the approved plans.   

(8) The PROJECT will be administered by the STATE and all cost will be financed, when 
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eligible for Federal participation, on the basis of eighty (80) percent Federal ATRIP funds and 

twenty (20) percent COUNTY funds, unless otherwise noted below.  Any Federal aid non-

participating costs shall be borne by the COUNTY at one hundred (100) percent.   

(9) Funding for this agreement is subject to the availability of Federal ATRIP funds at the time 

of authorization.  The STATE will not be liable for Federal ATRIP funds in any amount.  It is 

understood that the amounts stated below are estimates only.  Any shortfall in funding or overrun 

in construction costs shall be borne by the COUNTY from Federal ATRIP funds, if available, 

from COUNTY Federal funds, if available, and from COUNTY funds.  In the event of an under-

run in construction costs, the amount of Federal ATRIP funds will be the amount stated below, 

or eighty (80) percent of eligible costs, whichever is less.  

(10) The estimated cost of construction of this PROJECT will be provided from the funds 

outlined as follows:  

Federal ATRIP Funds    $502,560.00 

County Funds      $125,640.00 

 Total (Including E & I)   $628,200.00 

(11) The STATE will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 

contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the STATE will 

invoice the COUNTY for its prorate share of the estimated cost (if applicable) as reflected by the 

bid of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the COUNTY will pay this amount to the STATE no 

later than 30 days after the date bids are opened.  Payment must be received prior to award of the 

contract.  

(12) A final audit will be made of all PROJECT records after completion of the PROJECT and a 

copy will be furnished to the Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, in 

accordance with Act 1994, No. 94-414.  A final financial settlement will be made between the 

parties as reflected by the final audit and agreement.   

(13) The COUNTY will submit reimbursement invoices for the work performed under the terms 

of this agreement to the STATE within six (6) months after the completion and acceptance of the 

PROJECT.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period will not be eligible for 

payment.  

(14) Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the STATE, the COUNTY will assume full 

responsibility for maintenance of that part of the improvements which are not a part of the 

Alabama Highway Maintenance System.  Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the 

STATE, the COUNTY will maintain the PROJECT in satisfactory condition in accordance with 

the requirements of the Alabama Department of Transportation.   

(15) The COUNTY shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 

agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall protect, 

defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of 

Transportation, its officials, officers, and employees, and their agents and/or assigns.   

(16) For all claims not subject to Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall 

indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, 

the officials, officers and employees, and their agents and/or assigns from and against any and all 

actions, damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount 

paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 

under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds required, 

authorized, or undertaken by the COUNTY pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) 

misuse, misappropriation, misapplication or mis-expenditure of any source of funding, 

compensation or reimbursement by the COUNTY, its agents, servants, representatives, 

employees or assigns.   

(17) By entering into this agreement, the COUNTY is not an agent of the STATE, it officers, 

employees, agents, or assigns.  The COUNTY is an independent entity from the STATE and 

nothing in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  

(18) Each party will provide, without cost to the other, information available from its records that 

will facilitate the performance of the work. 

(19) Nothing will be construed under the terms of this agreement by the STATE or the 

COUNTY that will cause any conflict with Section 23-1-63, Code of Alabama (7/24th law).  

(20) The COUNTY will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 

public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 
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and/or Federal law) of the COUNTY, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.  

(21) Exhibits M and N are available at the Lee County Highway Department and hereby made a 

part of this agreement.   

(22) This agreement is made and expressly executed in the names of the parties hereto by their 

respective officers, officials or other persons who are authorized to execute it, and it is deemed 

by the parties to be an agreement or contract under seal.  

(23) By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 

that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 

continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 

contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 

agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   

(24) The terms of this agreement may be modified by supplemental agreement duly executed by 

the parties hereto.  

(25) This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 

notice termination.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto cause this agreement to be executed by 

those officers, officials, and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 

be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 

Governor of Alabama.  

Exhibit M  

CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS: LOBBYING 

This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 

or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 

The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 

Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 

under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 

prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 

belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 

the prospective participant/recipient, that:   

(26) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  

prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 

mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 

of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 

employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 

making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 

cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 

any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  

(27) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 

person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 

Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 

Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 

other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 

participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 

Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 

transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 

making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 

person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 

than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 

cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 

U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 

certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-

recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   

EXHIBIT N 

FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
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the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 

1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 

agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 

effect or which may, during the course of this agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 

provision in the agreement shall be deemed null and void.  

When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 

agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 

resolution.   

TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is subject to 

termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued payment of the 

agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   

In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be made, 

agreement will be subject to termination.   

NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The STATE and CONSULTANT acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence 

by the Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, 

absent the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a 

party to this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the STATE, 

CONSULTANT, or any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any 

matter resulting from the underlying contract.  

The CONSULTANT agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or 

in part with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not 

be modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   

 

 

Commissioner Harris recognized a lady in the audience.  Ms. LeAnne Evans stated she 

had been trying to capture the Commission’s attention to discuss the issue on Hornet Flats 

Subdivision.   Ms. Evans stated that in addition to the traffic on Lee Road 123, further she said 

the school bus cannot go thru, because it turns around in her driveway.   Ms. Evans questioned if 

traffic is the only issue the Commission is going to address.  Judge English stated the 

Commission does not have much leeway in the matter, since according to Code §11-24-2 (B) 

..”the county engineer or his or her designee shall certify to the commission whether the 

proposed plat meets the county's regulations.  If the proposed plat meets the regulations, it shall 

be approved by the commission.”   Ms. Evans questioned they would be given an opportunity to 

talk to anyone about the matter since she had received a letter to attend the meeting.  Mr. Hardee 

questioned her concern.  Ms. Evans stated her concern about the buses not able to pass.  Mr. 

Hardee stated he had not had an opportunity to talk to Mr. Lee Lindsey, who is over the Lee 

County buses, and further stated he is not aware there had restrictions.  Once again, Judge 

English questioned whether that would change acceptance of the subdivision or not.   

 

    

Mr. Rendleman presented the results of the Courthouse Annex Bid.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated he and Architect Randy Wilson have reviewed the bids and believe the numbers are good 

especially since the bids were within 0.8% of each other.   Mr. Rendleman recommended the 

Commission move forward with the project and award the bid to the lowest responsive bidder 

once the funding of the $9.9 million is established.  Mr. Rendleman suggested to utilize the $2 

million from the Capital Improvement Fund which has been designated for the project; authorize 

the county administrator to secure a fifteen-year loan for $6.5 million, which will be brought 

back before the Commission for final approval and execution; and commit to transfer $1.4 

million over the next twenty-four months from the General Fund to the construction fund for the 

project to minimize borrowing costs.   

Upon his recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Harris, to set the Courthouse Annex project budget at $9.9 million.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

Next, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize the County Administrator to 

secure a fifteen-year loan for $6.5 million to be paid back from the Capital Improvement Fund.  
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The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.   

 Next, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to 

resolve a commitment of $1.4 million over the next twenty-four months from the General Fund 

to the construction fund for this project.  The motion carried unanimously.   

Last, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to 

approve the lowest responsive bid of $9,328,844.00 from Carmon Construction of Albertville, 

Alabama.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

 

After consideration of the comments made by Ms. Evans, Commissioner Long made a 

motion to reconsider the subdivision plat approval for Hornet Flats Subdivision.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.  Commissioner Long stated his 

decision was based on information before he heard the concerns of the citizen and since the 

subdivision is in Commissioner Ham’s district he would like to make a motion to move the item 

to the next meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and passed 

unanimously.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated he would check with Mr. Lindsay on the information 

presented by the citizen and report back to the Commission at the next meeting.   

 

 

Mr. Rendleman presented an educational reimbursement request from Corporal Pam 

Revels.  Mr. Rendleman stated the request has been approved by the appointing authority.  

Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the educational reimbursement request as 

presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

 

 

Governmental/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann presented a Resolution for the “Back to 

School” Sales Tax Holiday.   Mrs. Swann stated that the legislature had changed the date of the 

sales tax holiday and therefore the Resolution needed to reflect the change.  Further, the Board of 

Education had sent a letter in support of the requested change.  Commissioner Lawrence made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the Resolution as presented.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

  RESOLUTION  

WHEREAS, during its 2017 Regular Session, the Alabama Legislature enacted Act No. 

2017-120, effective March 30, 2017, which provides an exemption of the state sales and use tax 

for certain non-commercial purchases related to school clothing and supplies during the third full 

weekend in July of each year; and  

WHEREAS, Act No. 2017-120 authorizes the county commission to provide for an 

exemption of county sales and use taxes for purchases of items covered by the Act during the 

same time period in which the state sales and use tax exemption is in place, provided a resolution 

to that effect is adopted at least thirty days prior to 12:01 a.m. on the third Friday in July; and  

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission has affirmatively voted to grant the exemption 

of county sales and use taxes on purchases covered by Act No. 2017-120 during the third 

weekend of July, beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the third Friday of each July and ending at twelve 

midnight on the third Sunday of each July, beginning with the third full weekend of July in 2017 

and continuing each subsequent year thereafter during the third full weekend of July until and 

unless annual participation in the exemption is rescinded by further action of the county 

commission; and  

WHEREAS, ALA. CODE § 11-51-210(e) (1975) requires that the county commission 

notify the Alabama Department of Revenue of any new local tax or amendment to an existing 

local tax levy at least 30 days prior to the effective date of the change; and WHEREAS, the 

exemption of certain county sales and use taxes for the third full weekend of July herein adopted 

by the county commission is an amendment to the county’s sales and use tax levy warranting 

notice to the Alabama Department of Revenue as provided in ALA. CODE § 11-51-210(e) 

(1975);  

WHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it does hereby 

provide for an exemption of the county sales and use tax on purchases of items covered by Act 
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No. 2017-120 beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the third Friday in July and ending at twelve midnight 

on the third Sunday in July, beginning in July 2017 and continuing each year thereafter until and 

unless annual participation is rescinded by further action of the county commission.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the 

minutes of the April 24, 2017 meeting of the Lee County Commission, and be immediately 

forwarded to the Alabama Department of Revenue in compliance with ALA. CODE § 11-51-

210(e) (1975).  

  

 

 

Commissioner Harris discussed the gas tax information he had received from the 

Alabama Department of Revenue of current gasoline tax rates by locality and county.   

Commissioner Harris discussed the gas tax rates relative to the cities of Auburn and Opelika, and 

the towns of Waverly, Loachapoka and Notasulga.   Further, Commissioner Harris brought up an 

issue raised by a Smiths Station councilman of whether he or any of the council members knew 

the City of Smiths Station was collecting a gas tax.  Commissioner Long stated he would look 

into the matter.  No action was taken by the Commission.          

 

 

Last, Commissioner Harris recognized a citizen who was concerned about a road.  Ms. 

Judy Lockhart stated she was concerned about the paving of Lee Road 188 which was completed 

about 1½ years ago.  Ms. Lockhart indicated that the road was already tearing up and stated the 

patching was uneven in places.    Ms. Lockhart stated the job was done poorly and she felt it was 

a waste of taxpayers’ money and questioned it.    Further, Ms. Lockhart stated she had placed a 

call to Officer Warren Jones over nine days ago and he has yet to return her phone call.  Ms. 

Lockhart questioned why no one was available from 8–5, since she was asked to call Officer 

Jones after 6:30 p.m. about an issue on Lee Road 61.    

 

 

At approximately 6:40 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Monday, May 8, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by 

an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  

 

  

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Johnny 

Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Absent:  Commissioner Sheila 

Eckman.  Elected Officials in attendance included: Sheriff Jay Jones and District Attorney 

Brandon Hughes.  News Media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and 

Opelika-Auburn News reporter Lindy Oller.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement transactions from April and minutes of the April 

24, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as 

presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and passed on a vote of 3-0-1, 

with Commissioner Ham abstaining. 

  

      

Sheriff Jones presented a lounge retail liquor (Class II-Package) license application for 

the La-Z-Bee Package Store.    Sheriff Jones stated that the results of the neighboring residents 

surveyed presented the following results:  16-objected; 14-had no objection; and 9-had no 

opinion.   Commissioner Lawrence questioned if it is an off-premise license.  Sheriff Jones 

answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Harris stated the establishment was in his district 

and stated the previous owners ran a clean business and further he had reviewed the information 

provided by the Sheriff’s Office.   Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the following 

Resolution to approve the application as presented.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Ham and passed on a vote of 3-1 with Commissioner Lawrence voting “No.”   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the lounge retail 

liquor license (Class II-Package) for the La Z Bee Package Store located at 1484A Lee Road 

146, Auburn, Alabama.   

 

 

Judge English recognized LeAnne Evans concerning Hornet Flats Subdivision.  Ms. 

Evans stated her main concern was the traffic flow on Lee Road 123 and further road erosion not 

only from current construction but future construction.  Ms. Evans once again stated that the bus 

backs into her driveway because the bus driver told her that they are not allowed on Lee Road 

124, because two buses are not able to pass on the road.     

County Engineer Justin Hardee referred to an aerial drawing, included in the Commission 

packets, showing the widths of the pavement on Lee Roads 123, 124 and 165.  Mr. Hardee stated 

Lee Road 123 is 18 ft. wide and is a 2-way roadway; and Lee Road 124 is 16 ft. wide and the 

roadway narrows to less than 16 feet only for approximately 1200 ft.   Mr. Hardee stated he had 

talked to Lee Lindsay, who stated that neither the Transportation Director nor the Lee County 

Board of Education had prohibited the school bus from using Lee Road 124.  Mr. Hardee further 

stated the proposed development meets the requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and 

Land Use Regulations and would recommend the Commission approve the plat as presented at 

the April 24 meeting.  Commissioner Ham stated he had heard something he had not heard 

before, that two buses could not pass on Lee Road 124.  Commissioner Ham questioned if the 

developer was in attendance, but he was not.  Commissioner Ham further stated that he was not 

willing to make a motion to approve it tonight until he could talk to Mr. Lindsey.  Commissioner 

Harris stated he would like to go out and look at it before moving forward.  Judge English stated 

it would be moved to the next Agenda.   Ms. Evans stated the bus drivers were told not to take 

Lee Road 124 and she assumed Mr. Lindsay instructed them of such.    
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 Point Broadband Representatives Todd Holt and Chad Walker were in attendance to 

request access to the Salem Tower.  Mr. Walker stated they were headquartered in West Point, 

Georgia and stated they are a telecommunication and broadband company.  He stated they 

provide wireless broadband in Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi.  Commissioner Harris stated 

he had an opportunity to talk to Mr. Holt and stated he appreciates their concern for the rural 

areas.  Mr. Holt stated they were interested in pursuing the Loachapoka area as well.  

Commissioner Lawrence questioned if they were asking for exclusive rights to the tower on 

Salem Hill and if so, were they offering any in-kind services for the arrangement.  Mr. Holt 

stated they have over 40 tower agreements and they do not have any exclusive agreements.  Mr. 

Holt stated they are a faith-based organization and that 10% of the profit is given back to the 

local community to show their commitment.  Commissioner Ham questioned how far they would 

be able to reach out.  Mr. Holt stated in sight of the tower, about 10+ miles, and if out of sight of 

the tower, about 5-6 miles.   Further, Mr. Holt stated they would work with both the Sheriff’s 

Office and EMA on placement and to potentially provide cameras at the site and internet service 

for monitoring purposes.  Commissioner Harris questioned the cost and what they could do for 

the community.  Commissioner Harris further stated normally people come before the 

Commission asking for money.  Mr. Holt stated there are no contracts, no caps and no charges 

for extra equipment.   Commissioner Lawrence questioned what are the other charges besides the 

internet at $85 for 20 MBs of service.  Mr. Holt stated that is it, because the phone can be run 

thru the internet as well.   Judge English questioned Sheriff Jones what currently was on the 

tower.  Sheriff Jones stated tactical operations for the Sheriff’s Office, Board of Education and 

Volunteer Fire Departments.   Judge English questioned if there was any downside to allowing 

this use.    Sheriff Jones stated the higher the antennae, the better off we are, and his 

understanding was that they would raise his height.  EMA Director Kathy Carson stated there are 

no communication issues as far as it pertains to EMA.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned what 

it would take to facilitate it to transmit out.  Mr. Holt stated it was a gatekeeper for Point 

Broadband coming to Lee County.  Commissioner Ham questioned the power.  Mr. Holt stated 

240 volts and stated the power bill usually runs $35 - $40.   Commissioner Ham stated he would 

like for them to negotiate with Mr. Rendleman.  Mr. Rendleman stated he had just received the 

agreement last week and County Attorney Stan Martin was going through it and he would 

suggest metering the usage.  Mr. Holt stated normally they just tap into the existing.  

Commissioner Ham stated he would like to see them negotiate with the Sheriff’s Office, 

Volunteer Fire Departments and bring it back at the next meeting.  Mr. Rendleman stated he 

needed to make sure the Commission was not attempting to grant Point Broadband exclusive 

rights to use the tower.  Judge English asked if it becomes exclusive when space runs out on the 

tower.  Mr. Rendleman stated all the details need to be worked out.  Commissioner Ham stated 

there would be no cost to put the antennae on our tower, but must get something in return.  

Commissioner Lawrence questioned if two weeks would put a kink in their plans or if we need to 

go ahead and authorize after Mr. Rendleman and Mr. Martin get together.    Mr. Holt stated two 

weeks are critical because they can’t start work, they would go ahead with an alternate tower 

location.  Judge English questioned the advantage of our tower over the other option.  Mr. Holt 

stated ours is taller.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize this to move forward 

once Mr. Rendleman and Mr. Martin are satisfied.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Ham for discussion.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned exclusivity.   Mr. Holt stated they do 

not want exclusivity and further stated that if the agreement is not signed they would remove 

their equipment immediately.  Judge English clarified by stating that they will not be able to 

install any equipment until the agreement is signed.  After a vote on the motion, the motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

 

 Sheriff Jones stated President Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as National Peace Officers 

Memorial Day in 1962 and the calendar week in which May 15 falls, as National Police Week. 

Sheriff Jones asked the Commission to recognize the week of May 14-21 as National Police 

Week and that the light covers be changed to blue at the Justice Center.  Judge English asked if 

we could do that at Courthouse too.  Sheriff Jones invited the Commission to attend the 

ceremony for 5 fallen officers on Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. at the Opelika Police Department.       
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 Mr. Hardee presented the results of the request for proposals for approximately 5.9 miles 

of full depth reclamation, resurfacing and striping for the 2017 year, being done as a public 

works project this year for the first time.  Mr. Hardee reported that proposals were sent to eight 

vendors and four proposals were returned.  The Highway Department recommends the 

Commission award the project to East Alabama Paving Company, Inc., who has identified Chris 

Clark Grading and Paving as the intended subcontractor on the full depth reclamation work.   

Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Lawrence to award the project to East Alabama Paving Company, Inc.   The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

 Mr. Rendleman presented the results of the bank service proposals and procurement card 

services proposals.  Mr. Rendleman stated four bank proposals were received from:  Regions, 

USAmeri Bank, Southern States Bank and BBVA Compass Bank.  After further review, Mr. 

Rendleman stated two stood out above the others and were examined closer.  Southern States 

Bank had the best rates and opportunities for interest earnings.  After a demonstration of the on-

line banking services, it was determined that Southern States Bank meets or exceeds the current 

on-line banking services.  Mr. Rendleman requested the Commission authorize the execution of 

custodial agreements with Southern States Bank for daily banking services.  Upon this 

recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 

authorize Southern States Bank for daily banking services.  The motion carried on a 3-0-1 vote 

with Commissioner Ham abstaining.      

 Next, Mr. Rendleman presented the results for procurement card services.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated four proposals were received from:  Regions, ELAN (partnered with Southern 

States Bank), BBVA Compass, BB&T and JP Morgan.  Mr. Rendleman stated our current 

vendor Regions will move us to the newest platform for the program and our rebate will increase 

to 14%.  In addition, there is a growth modifier of an additional 15% if we increase year to year 

spending by half a million dollars through the program.  Mr. Rendleman requested the 

Commission authorize the execution of an extension of the procurement card agreement with 

Regions Bank for our Procurement Card Program services.  Upon this recommendation, 

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the 

procurement card agreement with Regions Bank for procurement card program services.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 Maintenance Supervisor Jerry Lynch requested the Commission approve a software and 

phone line upgrade request for the Fuelmaster system for $18,370.  Mr. Lynch explained that the 

old system is no longer supported and therefore an upgrade is necessary.  Additionally, the new 

system will allow for easier access and retrieval of records than the old system.  Mr. Lynch 

stated this is a budgeted request.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to authorize the software 

and phone line upgrade to the Fuelmaster system.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Harris and carried unanimously. 

 

 

 Mr. Hardee presented a status update on the ATRIP projects and the regular Federal Aid 

and Municipal Planning Organization (MPO) projects.  Mr. Hardee stated as of May 8, the 

ATRIP status is as follows:  6-resurfacing projects consisting of 35.997 miles have been 

completed; 8-bridge projects have been completed; 1-bridge is currently under construction; 2-

resurfacing projects consisting of 6.005 miles have been let and are awaiting start of 

construction; 1-bridge project has been let and is awaiting start of construction; and 5-bridge 

projects are in various stages of design/right-of-way process.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated that Lee 

County was currently more than $2,000,000.00 under budget with our completed projects, that 

total $14.7 million for construction, according to a meeting on May 1 with ALDOT personnel.  

Further, Mr. Hardee reported that since our first resurfacing ATRIP Project, the Lee County 

Highway Department has administered more than $12.6 million in completed construction 

projects.    Mr. Hardee reported the Highway Department personnel are working diligently to see 

the remaining 5 bridge projects meet the deadline and at this time, do not foresee any trouble in 
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accomplishing the mission.  Mr. Hardee reminded the Commission when Lee County was 

awarded the funding in the final round of ATRIP, three (3) miles of Lee Road 054 had to be 

trimmed from the request in order to match the funds available to Lee County.  The Highway 

Department is attempting to regain the three miles that were cut to match our allocated funds, by 

using the current under-run which is more than double the estimated construction costs of those 

three miles.  Mr. Hardee stated while the ATRIP program has been a blessing to Lee County, it 

has also added a tremendous workload to the department.   Mr. Hardee stated the regular Federal 

Aid program along with the two (2) MPO programs continued to operate to make sure those 

recurring annual funds did not get overlooked.  Since the start of ATRIP in 2012, the Highway 

Department has planned, designed, and overseen construction on five (5) Federal Aid/MPO 

resurfacing projects.  These projects have totaled nearly thirteen (13) miles of resurfacing.  The 

next Federal Aid project has been awarded and we are awaiting the construction to begin on 

another three miles on Lee Road 379 in the Beulah area.   Currently plans are being processed 

for two additional MPO projects totaling 3.4 miles of resurfacing on Lee Road 095 and a portion 

of Lee Road 248.  Mr. Hardee stated that through the Federal Aid and MPO programs, Lee 

County has secured and is spending more than $4.3 million towards the roadway system by 

resurfacing more than 19 miles of roadway, in addition to the ATRIP allocation.  With the 

projects completed so far, Lee County has come in more than $478,000 under budget.  Every 

dollar saved on these projects goes toward the next project in these programs.  Mr. Hardee stated 

both the ATRIP and Federal Aid/MPO funds are vital to meeting the needs of our system, but 

because of the strings attached, they can only go toward 25% of our roadway system.   A 

solution must be found and implemented that will assist us in addressing the remaining 75% of 

our system that needs repairs and improvements but doesn’t qualify for those other outside 

dollars.   Last, Mr. Hardee wanted to publicly thank everyone in the Highway Department both 

in the office and in the field.   Commissioner Ham commended Mr. Hardee for the excellent job 

he does.  Judge English also thanked the State for providing the money that goes into these 

programs.   

 

 

 As the meeting was adjourning, Commissioner Harris requested the Commission set a 

work session to discuss the nuisance regulations about some issues, especially dilapidated 

houses, in the county.  Judge English suggested Commissioner Harris add the item to the next 

Agenda.   

 

  

At approximately 6:30 p.m., Commissioner Harris made a motion to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Tuesday, May 30, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  Commissioner Lawrence recognized 
Retired Navy Captain Paul “Puck” Esposito, a member of the Auburn Veterans Committee, with 
the Auburn University Navy ROTC Program.  Commissioner Lawrence stated Capt. Esposito is 
the Commanding Officer, Auburn/Tuskegee Consortium Navy ROTC.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Capt. Esposito, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Harris.  

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee recognized Assistant County Engineer Patrick Harvill for 

completing Leadership Lee County.  Mr. Hardee thanked Mr. Harvill for his dedication to Lee 
County.  Judge English asked for a show of hands of the county employees who have been 
through the program, and 10 people raised their hands. 

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Absent:  Commissioner 
Gary Long, who had a prior family obligation.  Elected Officials in attendance included: Sheriff 
Jay Jones and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  News Media in attendance:  Opelika 
Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Lindy Oller.  

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, minutes of the May 8, 2017 meeting, announcement of an 
opening on the East Alabama Medical Center Ambulance Advisory Board, and first reading of 
two openings on the Industrial Development Board in Districts 1 and 4.  Commissioners Ham 
and Eckman stated they wished to carry the board appointments forward.   Judge English asked 
them to inform him once they are ready for first reading.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to 
approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Harris and passed unanimously.   

  
      
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the subdivision plat approval for Hornet Flats 

Subdivision.    Mr. Hardee explained that he had talked to the Board of Education and 
Commissioner Ham had been able to talk with Mr. Lee Lindsey.  Mr. Hardee stated the 
subdivision meets the criteria for approval as stated during the previous meetings.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve the 
subdivision plat for Hornet Flats Subdivision.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 
 
Eric Woodson who requested the next item concerning Cable TV of East Alabama was 

not in attendance.   
 
 
Bernice Hutchinson was not in attendance to address her noise concerns at End Zone Bar 

& Grill.  Commissioner Harris addressed it since Ms. Hutchinson had called him about the issue.  
Commissioner Harris stated Ms. Hutchinson stated City of Auburn blamed the Commission for 
not acting on the noise ordinance.  Commissioner Ham stated he had tried in the past, but had 
gotten push back so he had dropped it.  Commissioner Harris stated the Commission should 
address it since both the City of Opelika and City of Auburn have a noise ordinance, and stated 
Lee County should have pass a noise ordinance.  Commissioner Lawrence stated several 
discussions were held on the issue, even Sheriff Jones, at the time, questioned how a noise 
ordinance would be enforced.  Commissioner Lawrence stated purchasing decimeters was 
discussed for enforcement but a consensus was never accomplished.  Commissioner Harris said 
he talked to the Auburn city manager who stated if the county does not pass a strict ordinance 
then they carry the liability.  Commissioner Lawrence stated the Commission could bring a 
group of citizens forward to work on it and build upon it.  Commissioner Harris stated the 
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establishment, End Zone Bar, is in the county, but the Auburn Police can’t enforce it, because 
Lee County has not passed a noise ordinance.  Sheriff Jones stated the establishment is in the 
Police Jurisdiction, and they can arrest for other things, it seems they could address the noise 
issue at the location too.  Commissioner Eckman stated she recalled the decibel meters would not 
stand up in court.  Commissioner Ham stated Lee County has a nuisance ordinance, so Lee 
County does have a noise ordinance of some description.   Commissioner Harris suggested the 
Commission hold a work session to see how the citizens feel.  Commissioner Ham stated he 
personally wanted one, but most citizens he talked with did not.   No action was taken by the 
Commission.    

 
 
Commissioner Harris then addressed his item concerning the nuisance regulations.  

Commissioner Harris stated the program originally was under the Highway Department and now 
is operated by the Sheriff’s Office.  Further, Commissioner Harris stated he had talked to Deputy 
Warren Jones, and stated Deputy Jones is doing a good job, no doubt.  Commissioner Harris 
described a situation where he called Deputy Jones about a situation and even with his being a 
county commissioner, it took Deputy Jones over two months to respond to him.    Commissioner 
Harris recognized Judy Lockhart who stated she spoke to the Commission on April 24 about her 
concerns with Deputy Warren Jones.  Ms. Lockhart stated she was here to discuss the situation at 
1265 Lee Road 61 which is located just past Loachapoka High School.  Ms. Lockhart stated she 
had previously sent pictures to Commissioners Harris and Eckman.  Ms. Lockhart stated the 
individuals living at this location have been renting the property for about eight years, and Ms. 
Lockhart stated the sewage smell from the property is horrific; she stated animals circle the 
property because of the stench.  Further, she stated neighbors see people use containers which 
are then poured outside the back of the house.  Ms. Lockhart stated the yard was cleaned up last 
year but within six months, it was back in the same shape it is now.  Ms. Lockhart stated she is 
concerned for the school children because now there is a refrigerator out by the road.  Further, 
Ms. Lockhart reported the grass is over 20 inches high and car tires are on the porch, which can 
cause other issues.   Ms. Lockhart stated she understands that Deputy Jones has a lot of other 
duties, but should be able to get back with quicker than two months.   Commissioner Eckman 
questioned who was contacted a year ago when they had success in cleaning up the property and 
questioned if they had contacted the Lee County Health Department.  Ms. Lockhart stated she 
had called the Sheriff’s Office last year about the situation.  Commissioner Eckman further 
questioned if they had contacted the property owner.  Ms. Lockhart stated that was not her job, 
but it was the County Commission’s job to contact the property owner and the Health 
Department.   Commissioner Harris once again stated Deputy Warren Jones was a good man, but 
Deputy Jones stated he was overloaded trying to do this duty and his other duties as well.  
Commissioner Lawrence stated both the Sheriff’s Office and the Health Department should be 
involved in this situation.   Sheriff Jones stated the material objects are handled by the Sheriff’s 
Office, but the sewage issue is handled by the Health Department and they work in tandem.  
Commissioner Eckman stated the Lee County Health Department is actually a department of the 
state, not a county department.  Commissioner Harris stated Deputy Jones did not refuse, but he 
said he did not have time to look at the situation, so Commissioner Harris stated he had tried to 
call Sheriff Jones, but he never got a response.    Commissioner Harris once again stated when 
the Highway Department was responsible for the nuisance stuff, the Commissioners were given a 
monthly report on what was being handled.  Sheriff Jones stated his department keeps a report of 
all actions.   Commissioner Harris questioned if he could see the report.  Commissioner 
Lawrence stated Commissioner Harris had gone into the Sheriff’s shop and talked to his 
employees. Commissioner Eckman stated a similar situation happened on Lee Road 188 but it 
handled by the Health Department and the property had been condemned.  Ms. Lockhart stated 
the smell has to go and she was told it had to go through the Commission.  Commissioner Harris 
stated it does go through the Commission.  Commissioner Harris stated he attended a 
Loachapoka City Council meeting about a nuisance violation, and first a citation must be written, 
and he stated if the Commissioners had detailed information about the situations, but stated he 
does not know who is working it.  Commissioner Harris further stated he called Sheriff Jones, 
but he has not called him back.  Commissioner Ham stated Ms. Lockhart did a good job 
explaining the situation, and that Sheriff Jones was listening and now the Commission needed to 
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move on to the next item.  Sheriff Jones addressed the Commission and stated if anyone has an 
issue with one of his employees they need to call him first, and that he didn’t appreciate 
individual Commissioners contacting his employees directly.  Sheriff Jones further stated if a 
Commissioner called him, he would return the call.    

 
 
Commissioner Long was not in attendance but Commissioner Ham addressed the agenda 

item concerning grading at the Smiths Station Fire Department.  Commissioner Ham stated water 
was accumulating around the building and Commissioner Long wanted to authorize the Highway 
Department to funnel the water away from the building.  Mr. Hardee stated it would take one 
man and a motor grader about a day to perform the necessary work.  Commissioner Ham made 
motion to authorize the Highway Department to perform the work at the Smiths Station Fire 
Department on Lee Road 430.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried 
unanimously.   

 
 
Commissioner Ham asked the Commission to authorize the Highway Department to bush 

hog the guy wire lanes at the communication tower at Salem Hill.  Mr. Harvill stated it would 
take less than a day and involve a tractor and a bush hog, an operator and another employee on a 
weed eater.  Mr. Hardee further stated they would spray the area with herbicide to keep the brush 
down.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to allow the 
Highway Department to perform the work on the guy wire lanes at Salem Hill.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
 
Judge English stated two or three historical groups had approached him concerning the 

Tyner Building asking that the county give the building to them or to move it, but he had 
indicated it was not feasible.    Judge English stated Mr. Rendleman had asked Mr. Hardee if his 
staff could demolish the building using county equipment.    Mr. Rendleman stated Mr. Hardee 
has performed this type work on a building located behind the old Highway Department building 
on Auburn Street.  Judge English stated if Highway Department is asked to do work that is 
outside the roads and rights-of-way, then the Commission needs to authorize it.  Commissioner 
Lawrence questioned if there was any historic value to the building.  Commissioner Ham stated 
he talked to several people and they stated it was nicknamed the “Tyner Building” because Judge 
Tyner owned it, but that there was nothing historic about it.  Commissioner Ham further stated it 
would bother him to think a $10 million project was held up due to something like this, on a 
project that has been in the works for 2 ½ years.   Mr. Rendleman stated he and Architect Randy 
Wilson had walked through the house today and it has been remodeled several times and there is 
nothing historic left.  In addition, there were indications that there may be termites in the rear 
portion, and the County had been unable to get a termite bond on the building.  Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to move forward with the 
construction project and allow the Highway Department to demolish the building as discussed.  
The motion carried unanimously.            

 
 
Sheriff Jones presented a retail beer and retail wine license application for The Short Stop 

in District 3.  Sheriff Jones stated there were no objections to the issuance of the license.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED the Lee County Commission does hereby grant the retail beer and 

table wine application for The Short Stop located at 7633 Lee Road 240, Phenix City, Alabama. 
 
 
Sheriff Jones presented a restaurant retail liquor license application for The Outfield in 

District 3.  Sheriff Jones stated there were no objections to the issuance of the license.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 
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seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED the Lee County Commission does hereby grant the restaurant retail 

liquor license application for The Outfield located at 7633A Lee Road 240, Phenix City, AL. 
  
Revenue Commissioner Oline Price gave her annual Report of Insolvencies, Errors and 

Taxes in Litigation for the Tax Year 2016 and Uncollected Insolvencies and Taxes in Litigation 
for previous years, as required by Code of Alabama 1975, Sections 40-5-23 & 40-5-29.   
Commissioner Ham then made a motion to adopt the following resolution, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence, and unanimously carried: 
  

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the reports filed by 
Oline W. Price, Lee County Revenue Commissioner, of Insolvencies, Errors and Taxes in 
Litigation for the Tax Year 2016 and Uncollected Insolvencies and Taxes in Litigation for 
previous years, be and is hereby approved, and that the Chairman is hereby authorized to sign 
same; and that said Revenue Commissioner be and she is hereby allowed credit for taxes listed in 
these reports.  

 
 
EMA Director Kathy Carson along with Dr. Chaney with the Department of Geosciences 

at Auburn University presented a project summary and quote for the tornado shelter location 
project.  The study will evaluate potential shelter locations throughout the county as requested by 
Commissioner Lawrence at the February 27 meeting.   The proposal included labor of $1,000, 
travel expenses of $268, other costs including purchasing InfoUSA geographic data for Lee 
County, Alabama for $1,500 for a total project cost of $4,097.   The project tasks included the 
following items:  1) identify specific list of key factors for site selection in Lee County; 2) 
develop a weighting system for ranking top sites based on key factors; 3) construct a map of top 
potential sites for tornado shelter locations; and 4) field check potential sites.  Ms. Carson stated 
Dr. Chaney is an excellent resource for performing this project.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned if the funds were in her budget.  Ms. Carson answered no, and questioned Mr. 
Rendleman if he had an opportunity to look at any options.   Mr. Rendleman stated it could be 
paid from the Contingency Fund.  Commissioner Lawrence stated they absolutely needed to 
move forward.  Commissioner Harris stated they needed to look at every part of the community.  
After more discussion, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Eckman to approve from the Contingency funds $4,097 to Dr. Chaney to perform a tornado 
shelter site selection mapping project.  The motion carried unanimously.            

 
 
Mr. Rendleman presented the financing proposal for the Courthouse Annex Project.  Mr. 

Rendleman stated the financing is for $6.5 million of the $9 million project.  Mr. Rendleman 
stated the loan is $6.5 million over 15 years at interest rate of 2.25%.  This financing means the 
county will save $60,000-$70,000 in closing costs.  Further, Mr. Rendleman stated additional 
amounts could be paid to save additional interest costs too.  Judge English questioned if this 
applies toward the county’s constitutional debt.  Mr. Rendleman answered in the affirmative.  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution for financing the 
Courthouse Annex Project by Regions Bank and to authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary 
documents.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
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Mr. Hardee presented the following ATRIP Project Resolution.  Mr. Hardee stated the 

project is for resurfacing Lee Road 054 north from Lee Road 146 to Gateway Drive, 
approximately 3.1 miles total.  If approved, the project would be funded on an 80/20 split, with 
80% of the funding coming from the ATRIP program and 20% match by Lee County.  The 
project is located in Districts 2 and 5.  Mr. Hardee stated the original ATRIP application was for 
all of Lee Road 054, but this 3-mile stretch had to be trimmed back to meet the allocation, and he 
is hopeful to get this portion of that road added back since it was in the original ATRIP 
application.  Mr. Hardee explained that so far Lee County ATRIP projects have an under-run of 
about $2 million, and he is hopeful that we can apply some of that toward this portion of that 
road and not lose the money that we have been able to save.  Commissioner Lawrence stated he 
talked with Representative Lovvorn about the situation and he agreed and understands why Mr. 
Hardee is asking for the funds.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned what happened to the 
money that is returned and he was told that ALDOT gets it.  Commissioner Harris stated he 
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appreciated what Mr. Hardee is trying to do but stated that Lee County had more than one 
legislator.  Commissioner Lawrence reminded Commissioner Harris that he was invited to the 
event as well.   Mr. Hardee stated he had sent an email to the Commissioners and that ALDOT 
had emailed the Commissioners as well.  Judge English questioned his understanding that no 
new projects would be considered if the projects were not applied for in the beginning.  Mr. 
Hardee answered in the affirmative.    Mr. Hardee explained that this project was included in the 
original scope, but had to be cut when the cities and the county were asked to cut their projects to 
fit with allocated funding.  Upon this discussion, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution and authorize the 
Chairman to sign the supporting documents.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
     RESOLUTION  
 
WHEREAS, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama is desirous of 

constructing or improving, by force account, by contract or both, a section of road included in 
the Lee County Road System and described as follows:  

 
widen, patch, level, resurface, traffic stripe and other safety improvements on Lee Road 054, 
from Lee Road 146, then Northeasterly approximately 3.127 miles to Gateway Drive.  
 
 WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of the County-wide agreement 
executed between the State and the County covering preliminary engineering by State forces and 
equipment on the project, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County intends to apply for Federal Aid funds for the construction of 
the above referenced project, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of any agreement which has been 
executed or will be executed covering the construction of the project.   
 

 
Mr. Hardee presented the preliminary plat for Lots 7A, 8A, 9A, 7, 8 & 9 on Lake Harding 

Subdivision #7 for Commission approval.  Mr. Hardee stated the preliminary plat had been 
reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land 
Development Regulations.  The proposed subdivision is located adjacent to Lee Road 354, in 
District 4.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to 
approve the preliminary plat for Lake Harding Subdivision #7 as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously.       

 
 
Mr. Hardee presented two Adopt-A-Mile program requests.  The first is for the Auburn 

Fisheries Department for two (2) miles of Lee Road 46, in District 2.  The second is for Patrick 
Williams, who is wishing to adopt a mile of Lee Road 372, in District 4.  Commissioner Ham 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to authorize the Chairman to approve the 
two application requests as presented.  The motion carried unanimously  

 
 
 
Human Resource Director Erica Norris presented several personnel policy changes for 

Commission consideration.  Ms. Norris reviewed the four changes for the Commission.  An 
overview of the four are:  1) pertaining to lost paychecks and stop payment fees for lost 
paychecks; 2) pertaining to a 30-day notice requirement for qualified changes to health 
insurance; 3) pertaining to classified employee status for overtime purposes for county 
employees; and 4) pertaining to classified employee status for overtime purposes for Sheriff’s 
Office employees.  After her presentation, Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence to approve the personnel policy changes as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously.    
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County Attorney Stan Martin stated the Commission needed to adjourn into Executive 
Session on a real estate matter.  County Attorney Stan Martin stated County Administrator Roger 
Rendleman needed to attend.   Mr. Martin stated it should last approximately 15-20 minutes and 
official action is anticipated at the conclusion.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion at 
approximately 6:15 p.m. to adjourn into executive session.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously. 
   

Upon reconvening the Executive Session after approximately 25 minutes, Commissioner 
Ham made a motion to authorize Mr. Rendleman to enter negotiations for the acquisition of the 
property at the agreed upon price and authorize the Chairman to execute a sales contract once the 
County Attorney and County Administrator have agreed upon the various time periods therein 
specified.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.    
 

 
At approximately 6:45 p.m., Commissioner Ham made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   
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  **MEETING CANCELLED CONSENT OF ENTIRE COMMISSION** 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, June 26, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
 
Under citizen communications’, Mary Melton expressed her concerns about Lee Road 

124 in Salem.  Ms. Melton stated in the 20 years she has lived there; the road has not been 
“paved”.   Ms. Melton stated it took six employees to put stuff on the road.  Ms. Melton further 
stated the Highway Department painted yellow lines on the road, and as she came out of her 
driveway, the striping came up and messed up her back tires.    Judge English questioned if the 
road is paved, and County Engineer Justin Hardee responded that it is paved.  
 

   
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected Officials 
in attendance included: Sheriff Jay Jones and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  
Commissioner Ham recognized Beulah Utilities Manager Houston Black.  News media in 
attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara 
Coleman.  

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from May and minutes of the 
May 30, 2017 meeting.   Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the consent agenda 
items as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and passed on a vote of 
4-0-1 with Commissioner Long abstaining.   

  
      
Commissioner Ham gave first reading of Randy Price as his appointee to the Industrial 

Development Authority.   
 
 
Judge English stated Commissioner Lawrence recently stepped down as the Commission 

representative on the EAMC Ambulance Advisory Board.  Judge English asked if anyone on the 
Commission was interested in serving in that position, and Commissioner Ham said he would 
accept the appointment.  Judge English stated this would be first reading for the appointment.   

 
 
No one was present for the first item of New Business concerning Lee Road 392.   
 
 
Michael McClure of Lee Road 774 appeared before the Commission to discuss it.  Mr. 

McClure stated the Highway Department placed milling on the road and then came back and 
graded it off and filled up the ditches.  Mr. McClure stated he wished something would be done 
since he is tired of eating dust.  Mr. McClure stated he was told the county does not have money 
to pave the road, but he stated money should be rolling into Lee County since there are more cars 
on the road.   Mr. McClure stated all the Highway Department employees have new trucks, plus 
gas and able to run all over the county.  Further, Mr. McClure stated county employees get stuff 
on their private property, and stated if someone would just look into it, they could find out 
themselves.  Commissioner Ham questioned Mr. McClure on his comment and stated Mr. 
McClure needed to back it up or retract his statement, since this is a public meeting.  Mr. 
McClure stated he would not call names.  Mr. McClure further stated he had called his 
Commissioner who told Mr. McClure he was too busy.    Mr. Hardee stated he would meet with 
Mr. McClure about the issues he had presented.  Mr. McClure stated he would like to see his 
road black-topped and brought into the 20th Century.  Judge English asked Mr. Hardee to explain 
the current Commission policy on new paving.  Mr. Hardee stated that since 2010 the 
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Commission decided to stop paving dirt roads, and would not in the foreseeable future or until 
there is a change in the Commission policy.  Mr. McClure stated he knows of one road that was 
paved.  Mr. Hardee stated that was an extenuating circumstance and that Mr. McClure was 
correct.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated he would like to set-up an appointment with Mr. McClure to 
discuss the items he had presented at the meeting.   Mr. McClure stated he would meet with Mr. 
Hardee tomorrow.   

 
 
Mr. Heath Corbett appeared before the Commission to discuss Lee Road 425.  Mr. 

Corbett stated that when Fox Ridge Subdivision was built it connected onto Lee Road 425, 
which entails a single-lane dam.    Mr. Corbett stated the owners were trying to see if the dam is 
considered private property or not, since the county will not maintain the portion of the road 
across the dam.   Further, Mr. Corbett questioned if it is a public road.  Commissioner Lawrence 
stated originally the road went back to the cul-de-sac.  Mr. Corbett stated that was correct since 
the dam was an easement to get the owners to their property.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned how the subdivision gained access to tie into the dam.  Judge English stated the 
subdivision was built in 1999 when there was no access management policy, which was not 
adopted until 2008.  Mr. Corbett stated the county had paved the dam, yet, the county stated that 
if something happens on the dam, the county is not responsible.  Commissioner Eckman 
questioned if the plat map shows ownership.  Mr. Corbett stated it does not.  Judge English 
showed the map to the entire Commission and stated there are three categories of roads:  1) 
private road-public does not utilize; 2) public road that has been accepted and is county 
maintained; and 3) public road by public use, but not accepted or county maintained.  Judge 
English stated the plat was drawn in 1978 and was recorded in 1980.  Mr. Hardee stated he 
would defer any liability questions to County Attorney Stan Martin.  Mr. Martin stated he would 
suggest that the county resolve the issue once and for all.  Mr. Corbett agreed and stated either 
the county needs to take full responsibility or allow the owners to shut it down.  Commissioner 
Lawrence questioned if there was a 60-ft. right-of-way on the plat.  Mr. Martin stated he would 
like Mr. Hardee to put together a timeline of factual details concerning the road, and for the 
Commission to decide whether it is a public road or private property.  Mr. Martin further stated 
he does not know what type of inconvenience it would cause to close it, but he stated it could be 
argued both ways.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned who has to initiate the process.  Mr. 
Martin stated either the Commission or the abutting land owners.  Judge English stated one 
property is in foreclosure with a bank in Missouri.  Commissioner Harris suggested that Mr. 
Corbett give the county an opportunity for Mr. Hardee and Mr. Martin to do some research and 
come back with answers.  Mr. Corbett questioned if the dam failed tomorrow, what would 
happen.  Commissioner Lawrence stated the county would close the road due to failure.  Mr. 
Corbett then questioned why the Commission could not close the road now.  Commissioner Ham 
asked that the county have time to look at the facts, then come back with a decision.  Mr. Corbett 
stated that everyone has a way to get out and does not need access to the dam.  Commissioner 
Long questioned Mr. Corbett whether he would be ok with it if the dam is closed.  Mr. Corbett 
stated he may not like it, but he would live with it.  Further, Mr. Corbett stated a lady who lives 
on the road remembers some of the history.  Judge English stated the county crews prepped the 
road in 1996 when it was asphalted, but did not prep the dam.   Mr. Hardee asked Mr. Corbett to 
ask the lady who remembers the history to call the highway department, since he would like to 
get as much information as possible to protect everyone.  Mr. Corbett once again questioned who 
has the liability of the dam.  Judge English stated whoever has had it the last 36 years.  
Commissioner Long stated three gentlemen in attendance, Mr. Carey Scroggins and Mr. Troy 
Bruffy & Kenneth Edwards owned two of the parcels touching the dam, and a banking institution 
owns the third parcel abutting the dam as a result of a foreclosure. 

 
 
Judge English presented an Alabama Bicentennial Resolution for Commission 

consideration.   Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to 
approve the Resolution as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   
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 RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress created the Alabama Territory from the eastern half of 
the Mississippi Territory on March 3, 1817; and, 

 
WHEREAS, by 1819, the birth and growth of cities, towns, and communities in the Alabama 

Territory ensured that the population of the Territory had developed sufficiently to achieve the minimum 
number of inhabitants required by Congress to qualify for Statehood; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the United States Congress and President James Monroe approved Statehood for 

the Alabama Territory on December 14, 1819 making it the nation’s twenty- second state; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Alabama Legislature approved a resolution in 2013 establishing the Alabama 

Bicentennial Commission to mark the 200th anniversary of Statehood; and, 
 
WHEREAS, constitutional officers and other officials appointed Commission members to 

organize and execute a bicentennial celebration intended to improve the education and understanding of 
all Alabamians and visitors regarding the State’s history and heritage; and to create and promote lasting 
initiatives designed to benefit the State and its citizens; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the bicentennial period of reflection and commemoration, 2017 to 2019, has been 

divided into three thematic years to acknowledge distinctly: the environment, both natural and 
constructed, including especially the cities, towns, and communities which compose the State; the people, 
regardless of race, culture, or background; and the history, both ancient and recent, of the State of 
Alabama; and, 

 
WHEREAS, commemorations and celebrations will enable and encourage Alabamians of all 

ages and backgrounds, together with visitors, to experience Alabama’s rich cultural, historic, and natural 
resources, thereby stimulating the economy of Alabama through local economic growth; and, 

 
WHEREAS, full participation and contributory efforts by the localities of the State, through their 

various councils, committees, and congregations, are paramount to the success of this historic endeavor; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, participation in Alabama’s bicentennial is a unique opportunity to celebrate and 

uplift the State during this historic time; 
 
WHEREAS, citizens will create "200 tributes for 200 years" to commemorate the bicentennial; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it hereby proclaimed by the Lee County Commission, that by this 

action, they endorse the efforts of the Alabama Bicentennial Commission and hereby resolve to aid the 
Alabama Bicentennial Commission in promoting, planning, and executing the Commission’s historic, 
educational, celebratory, and cultural initiatives by forming or supporting a Community Celebration 
Committee to observe and commemorate the bicentennial of the State of Alabama. 

    
 
Voter Registrar Becky Bailey appeared before the Commission to request the 

Commission grant her the additional 30 days for the upcoming special election in August.    Mrs. 
Bailey stated the Commission granted the additional 30 days last year and she would hope they 
would be granted again this year.   Judge English questioned if she was asking for the additional 
30 days in next year’s budget.  Mrs. Bailey stated this year’s budget.  Commissioner Ham 
questioned how many days were needed and questioned County Administrator Roger Rendleman 
where the funds would come from.  Mr. Rendleman stated the Commission had already granted 
the additional 30 days in this year’s budget.   After discussion, Mrs. Bailey stated she would 
come back at the appropriate time to ask the Commission for the additional days in next year’s 
budget.   

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the following Federal Aid Resolution and 

Agreement for Commission consideration.   Mr. Hardee explained that the project is for 
resurfacing Lee Road 248 from Lee Road 243 east toward US 280 for approximately 6/10 of a 
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mile.  If approved, the project for $294,362.09 would be funded on an 80/20 split, with 80% or 
$235,489.67 of the funding coming from the Federal Aid funds and 20% or $58,8762.42 match 
by Lee County.  The project is in District 3.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Eckman to approve the following Resolution and authorize the Chairman to sign 
the supporting documents.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
     RESOLUTION  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama that the 

county enter into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for: 

 
The full depth reclamation and resurfacing of CR-248 from CR-243 to SR-38 US 280).   
Length – 0.634 miles. Project #STPPC-4116(251), LCP 41-140-15, CPMS Ref #100062981; 
 
which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto.  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   
 
                      AGREEMENT – MPO (FA STP FUNDS) 
                           
 
This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, acting by and 
through the Alabama Department of Transportation, party of the first part (hereinafter called the 
STATE, and LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA (FEIN 63-6001601), party of the second part 
(hereinafter called the COUNTY):   
WITNESSETH 
WHEREAS, the STATE and COUNTY desire to cooperate in the full-depth reclamation and 
resurfacing of CR-248 from CR-241 to SR-38 (US-280).   Length-0.634 miles  
Project#STPPC-4116(251), LCP#41-140-15, CPMS Ref#100062981. 
NOW THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed between the STATE and COUNTY as follows;  
A. The County will furnish all right-of way for Project without cost to the State or this Project.   
B. The County will adjust and/or relocate all utilities on the Project without cost to the State or 
this Project. 
C. The County will make the survey, complete the plans and furnish all preliminary engineering 
duties for the Project with county forces, or with a consultant selected by the County and 
approved by the STATE, without cost to the State or this Project.  The plans will be subject to 
the approval of the State and the Project will be constructed in accordance with the plans 
approved by the State and the terms of this agreement.  
D. The County will furnish all construction engineering for the project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected and approved by the STATE not to exceed 5% without prior approval 
by the State.  The cost of the construction engineering shall be included as part of the 
construction cost for the project.  
E. If necessary, the COUNTY will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 
(NOR)(Code Chapter 335-6-12) for this project without cost to the State or this project.  The 
COUNTY will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The County and the 
contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the STATE will have no 
obligation regarding the permit.  The COUNTY will furnish the STATE (Region) a copy of the 
permit prior to any work being performed by the contractor.   
F. The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials when needed as part 
of the cost of the project.   
G. The State will not be liable for Federal Aid Funds in any amount.  The Project will be limited 
to $235,489.67 Federal funds unless the Columbus-Phenix City Area Metropolitan Planning 
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Organization agrees, subject to the approval of the STATE, to reprogram the allocated Federal 
funds for the Columbus – Phenix City Area sufficient to pay 80% of the project cost.  In the 
event of an underrun in project costs, the amount of Federal Aid funds will be the amount stated 
below, or 80% of eligible project costs, whichever is less. 
H. The estimated cost of the construction of this project payable by the parties is the amount 
set forth below:   
  FA STP Funds (Columbus – Phenix City Area Dedicated)    $   235,489.67 
  County Funds               58,872.42 
  Total (Incl. E & I and Indirect Cost)    $   294,362.09  
I. The STATE will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the STATE will 
invoice the COUNTY for its prorate share of the estimated cost as reflected by the bid of the 
successful bidder plus E & I, and the COUNTY will pay this amount to the STATE no later than 
30 days after the date bids are opened.    
J. The COUNTY will submit reimbursement invoices for work performed under the terms of 
this agreement to the Alabama Department of Transportation within six (6) months after the 
completion and acceptance of the project.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period 
will not be eligible for payment.  
K. The COUNTY will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction, Latest Edition, on this project and will ensure that 
alignment and grades on this project meet the standards of the Alabama Department of 
Transportation and the project will be built in accordance with the approved plans.   
L. An audit report must be filed with the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, upon 
receipt by the County, for any audit performed on this project in accordance with Act No. 94-
414. 
M. Upon completion and acceptance of this project, the COUNTY will maintain the PROJECT 
in satisfactory condition in accordance with the requirements of the Alabama Department of 
Transportation.   
N. The COUNTY shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall indemnify, 
and hold harmless the State of Alabama, The Alabama Department of Transportation, its 
officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees.  For all claims not subject to Alabama Code  
§ 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the 
Alabama Department of Transportation, its officers, officials agents, servants and employees 
from and against any and all damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense 
whatsoever or any amount paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related 
to the (1) work performed under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure 
of funds required, authorized, or undertaken by the COUNTY pursuant to the terms of this 
agreement, or (3) misuse, misappropriation, misapplication or misexpenditure of any source of 
funding, compensation or reimbursement by the COUNTY, its officers, officials, agents, 
servants, and employees. 
O. The COUNTY will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 
and/or Federal law) of the COUNTY, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.   
P. By entering into this agreement, the COUNTY is not an agent of the STATE, it officers, 
employees, agents, or assigns.  The COUNTY is an independent entity from the STATE and 
nothing in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  
Q. By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 
continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 
contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 
agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   
R. Exhibit M is attached hereto as a part hereof.  
S. Exhibit N is attached hereto as a part hereof.  
T. This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 
notice termination.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto cause this agreement to be executed by 
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those officers, officials, and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 
be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 
Governor of Alabama.  
Exhibit M  
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS:  LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:   
a.  No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 
mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 
of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 
employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 
making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 
any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  
b. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 
Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 
other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 
participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 
Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-
recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   
EXHIBIT N 
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision in the agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.   
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

a. If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is 
subject to termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued 
payment of the agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   

b. In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be 
made, agreement will be subject to termination.   

NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The State and County acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the 
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Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, absent 
the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to 
this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the State, County, or 
any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from 
the underlying contract.  
The County agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in part 
with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not be 
modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   

 
 
Mr. Rendleman presented a Telecommunications Audit Agreement for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated Spyglass LLC offered to do an audit on local voice, data, 
internet and wireless services for the county.  Mr. Rendleman explained that the company will 
audit the bills and allow the county to recover any unnecessary charges they find.  Mr. 
Rendleman further stated if the county does not accept the findings or if the company does not 
find anything there is no cost to the county for their services.  Commissioner Eckman questioned 
if this was the same company as before.  Mr. Rendleman answered in the negative.  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize the Chairman to enter into the agreement 
with Spyglass LLC for audit purposes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and 
carried unanimously.   

 
     
Mr. Rendleman asked the Commission to authorize the Highway Department to clear a 

path on the property located on Lee Road 275, which is owned by the county and currently listed 
for sale, so that potential buyers can look at the back part of it.  Mr. Rendleman stated two people 
are currently interested.  Additionally, Mr. Rendleman questioned if the Commission would be 
interested in sub-dividing the property.  Commissioner Eckman questioned the amount of 
clearing needed on the property.   Real estate agent Gerald Knight stated approximately 800 ft. or 
less.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned Mr. Hardee if he saw any problem.  Mr. Hardee 
indicated he thought the Highway Department could handle it since there were no creeks or other 
issues on the part where it is to be cut.  Judge English asked if it was an old logging road.  Mr. 
Hardee stated it would be a matter of clearing out vegetation and opening the pathway.  
Commissioner Ham questioned Mr. Knight on whether the Commission should sub-divide or 
not.  Mr. Knight stated he did not believe it would hurt, because the county may be able to ask 
for a higher price with smaller lot sizes.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to authorize the 
Highway Department to clear the property for access to the back of the lot and to authorize sub-
dividing the property, if necessary, to make the sale.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.  Mr. Rendleman stated the item would come 
back before the Commission if an offer is made on the property.   

 
 
Last, Mr. Rendleman discussed the FY2018 Budget as far as the outside agencies are 

concerned.  Mr. Rendleman explained that he had requested information from all the outside 
agencies for submission by Friday, June 23.  Mr. Rendleman stated he requested certain 
information from the agencies with specific instructions on what information to submit.  Mr. 
Rendleman stated some agencies followed the instructions well and some did not.  Further, Mr. 
Rendleman stated Horseshoe Bend Regional Library was one agency that followed directions 
and included everything he requested.  Mr. Rendleman stated he would suggest the Commission 
allow each outside agency an opportunity to present starting either at the beginning or the end of 
the Commission meeting, for approximately 15 minutes.  Commissioner Ham stated he would 
like to schedule four agencies per evening for 15-minute sessions each and stated he felt the 
sooner we started the better.  Commissioner Lawrence suggested the agencies be scheduled to 
attend after the meetings.    Commissioner Ham agreed.   Mr. Rendleman tentatively scheduled 
the first four agencies after the next meeting on July 10.   
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Commissioner Harris invited the Commissioners, the news media and the public to attend 
a meeting of the Lee County Voters League at St. James Baptist Church at 6 p.m. on July 3.   

 
 
At approximately 5:55 p.m., Commissioner Ham made a motion to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, JULY 10, 2017 

 

 
 

1

The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, July 10, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Judge English.  

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected Officials 
in attendance included: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
Reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News Reporter Lindy Oller.  

 
 
Under citizen communications’, District Conservationist Patrick Rowland of the USDA 

Alabama Natural Resources Conservation Service introduced himself to the Commission.  Mr. 
Rowland asked the Commission to contact him if anyone needed anything.   

 
 
Peter Byrd once again addressed the Commission concerning a “claim” he previously 

presented against the county.  Mr. Byrd stated he had come before the Commission 
approximately two years ago, concerning the misapplication or lack of enforcement of the Lee 
County Access Management Policy.  Mr. Byrd stated he had filed what he thought was a “claim” 
against the county, but Judge English had stated he did not.  Mr. Byrd explained that he 
subsequently filed another “claim”.   Mr. Byrd then questioned the Code of Alabama where it 
states that after a “claim” is filed, a response should be given within 90 days of receipt of a 
“claim”.  Judge English stated that since Mr. Byrd had threatened litigation that he would not 
respond further.   Mr. Byrd then questioned if the “claim” presented was construed as a “claim” 
by the county.  Judge English once again stated he would not respond.  Commissioner Harris 
then interjected and stated County Attorney Stan Martin is present, and asked Mr. Martin to 
address Mr. Byrd’s question about the “claim”.  Mr. Martin said the “claim” had been forwarded 
to Meadowbrook Insurance Group and filed with them.  Mr. Byrd then questioned why, when the 
“claim” was presented the first time, he was told it was not a “claim”.  Commissioner Harris 
interjected and asked Mr. Byrd if he had heard the response from the county attorney, that the 
“claim” had been filed with Meadowbrook.   

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence discussed the designation of the Lee County Meeting Center as 

the Bennie Adkins Meeting Center from late last summer.  Commissioner Lawrence stated he 
would like to provide the right type of setting for Command Sergeant Major Adkin’s Medal of 
Honor and all members of the military services.   Commissioner Lawrence further stated once 
the Commission agreed to the designation, he took the idea to Auburn University and talked to a 
design group.  Commissioner Lawrence stated the idea was presented to Paula Peek and she had 
given the project to her students.  Commissioner Lawrence apologized stating Ms. Peek was 
unable to attend today.  Commissioner Lawrence further explained that 35 young men and 
women were introduced to Command Sergeant Major Adkins and were tasked with designing 
something to commemorate the Medal of Honor recipient.   Commissioner Lawrence introduced 
Lyndsey Tann who stated since the design students had done their part, now is where she steps in 
as a professional and to take the process from here.  Ms. Tann stated public funds will be utilized 
only on the design portion.  Afterwards, private funds will be obtained to build it.  Commissioner 
Lawrence stated further that Command Sergeant Major Adkins wished to have an interactive and 
educational tool for the structure.   Commissioner Lawrence further stated conceptually it may 
contain a letter writing station, glass windows with interactive stations, and be available for 
viewing 24-hours a day.    Commissioner Lawrence stated this is only an introduction, but he 
will discuss additional funding for the project during budget work sessions.  Commissioner 
Harris stated he liked the concept, but citizens had come before this about their road conditions.  
Further, Commissioner Harris stated he was conscious of the money the Commission spends.  
Commissioner Ham questioned what happens if the Commission agrees to fund the design, but 
then can’t get funding for it, then what do they do?  Commissioner Lawrence stated that $5,000 
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had already been allocated for the design, he stated an additional $5,000 is needed for the design 
only.  Commissioner Lawrence stated no vote is necessary tonight, he only wants the 
Commission to think it over and continue to move forward with the concept.  Commissioner 
Ham stated Command Sergeant Major Adkins is a valuable asset to Lee County.  Commissioner 
Lawrence stated it only took 48 years for him to be recognized for his valor.  Last, 
Commissioner Lawrence recognized Mary Ann Adkins Blake, the daughter of Command 
Sergeant Major Adkins.      

 
 
 Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from June and minutes of the 
June 26, 2017 meeting.   Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the consent agenda 
items as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and passed unanimously.   

  
 
Ms. Mary Melton appeared again concerning Lee Road 124.  Ms. Melton stated the road 

is in very poor condition and is “tore up”.  Ms. Melton stated we are only here for a minute and 
she and others that live on the road want to enjoy where they live and stated we live in “Alabama 
The Beautiful”.    Charles Luke, lifetime resident of Lee Road 124, stated he had been before the 
Commission asking that the road be paved, and stated it has yet to be paved.   Mr. Luke asked 
that the Commission work with the residents to get the road paved.  Commissioner Harris stated 
he had ridden the road with County Engineer Justin Hardee and agreed the pavement was in bad 
shape and stated the road would be addressed.  Further, Commissioner Harris stated it may not 
be addressed this year, but reiterated that it will be addressed.  Ms. Melton stated she would like 
to see something done, but does not want to see a “band-aid” fix because it will be back in the 
same fix it is in currently.    Mr. Gary Gerber questioned the road.  Mr. Hardee explained the 
gentleman was correct, since the 1st or east portion was paved before the west portion.  The west 
portion was paved by prescription, which is the reason the road narrows down from a two-lane 
road on the eastern end to a one-lane road on the western end.   

 
         
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the 

following Resolution to re-appoint Randy Price as the District 4 appointee to the Lee County 
Industrial Development Authority.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby re-appoint Randy Price to 

the Lee County Industrial Development Authority to a five-year term.   
  
 
Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the 

following Resolution to appoint Commissioner Ham to the EAMC Ambulance Advisory Board.  
The motion carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby appoint Commissioner 

Robert Ham to the EAMC Ambulance Advisory Board.  
 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented an update on Lee Road 425.   Mr. Hardee 

stated a timeline that he and Mr. Martin compiled was included in the Commissioners’ packets.  
Mr. Hardee stated that upon this research it was discovered that the highway department had 
periodically maintained the road including the portion with the dam.  Commissioner Eckman 
questioned if the road had been accepted or not.  Mr. Hardee stated in their research the road had 
been accepted up to the dam and an agreement with the property owners was supposed to be on 
file, but there was nothing on record in the Probate Office.  Mr. Martin further stated the 
determination must be made whether it is a public road or private property.  Further, Mr. Martin 
stated if it is a public road, he would recommend it be closed.  Commissioner Harris stated it was 
in his district and he agrees with Mr. Hardee and Mr. Martin and recommends it be closed at the 
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dam for the safety of the traveling public.  Subsequently, Commissioner Harris made a motion to 
declare the road across the dam as public, accept it for maintenance, and declare the road across 
the dam unsafe for the traveling public.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence 
for discussion.  Judge English questioned Mr. Martin on the motion.   Mr. Martin stated that the 
Commission needs to make a factual determination if the road is a public road, then if so, go by 
the statute to close the road.  Mr. Hardee stated road signs were in place at one time that 
indicated that county maintenance ends at both ends of the dam, which were an indication to the 
Highway crews to end maintenance, but the signs were no longer in place.  Further, Mr. Hardee 
stated, more than likely, the patches on the dam were done by the Highway Department crews.  
After further discussion, Judge English questioned that if the county accepts the road for 
maintenance, then the next step would be to close it.  Mr. Hardee stated the dam portion of the 
road would be closed in the interest of public safety, and the closure would be advertised, as is 
done with any other road closures.  Judge English called for a vote on the underlying motion and 
it carried unanimously.          

 
 
Mr. Odel Banks with Chewacla State Park appeared before the Commission to ask that 

the Highway Department be allowed to perform maintenance work at the park.  Mr. Banks 
explained that the State no longer performs maintenance work and stated if the Lee County 
Highway Department could perform the repairs, the State Park could reimburse the county for 
their work.  Judge English questioned if the statute states the repairs must be done by ALDOT.  
Mr. Banks stated currently paving projects are subbed out by ALDOT.  Mr. Banks stated out of 
22 Alabama State Parks, several had been re-opened with assistance from local cities and 
counties.  Mr. Banks stated one example of such cooperation is Oak Mountain State Park, which 
was repaired by Shelby County.  Mr. Hardee stated he had examined the road and found that the 
edge of the pavement is breaking off, along with a few base failures.  Mr. Hardee stated it was 
being presented to the Commission pursuant to Commission policy since it was outside the Lee 
County roads and rights-of-way.  Mr. Hardee stated the park is in District 2.   Commissioner 
Lawrence stated the park is run as a business and is an asset to the county.  Further, 
Commissioner Lawrence stated it is the only State Park in Lee County.    Mr. Hardee stated he 
had discussed the situation with Mr. Banks and suggests the county charge only the out of pocket 
expenses, not labor.  Mr. Hardee stated he estimated it would take one crew a maximum of two 
days to perform the repairs.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize the Highway 
Department to perform the repairs and allow Mr. Hardee and Mr. Rendleman to look at the way 
Shelby County assists with their state park.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long 
and carried unanimously.             

 
 
Sheriff Jones presented a transfer for a restaurant liquor license application for Las 

Margaritas located in District 4.  Sheriff Jones stated no objections have been noted on the 
proposed transfer.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the restaurant 

retail liquor license for Las Margaritas located at 8600 US 29N, Cusseta, Alabama.   
 
 
Mr. Hardee presented a settlement agreement with Price Gregory International, Inc.   Mr. 

Hardee stated this is the contractor for Sabal Trail Transmission.  The agreement covers the cost 
for the necessary repairs to Lee County roads that were damaged during the construction of the 
natural gas pipeline installed by Sabal Trail.  Mr. Hardee further stated the agreement allows the 
Highway Department to perform the necessary repairs and the monetary amount of $48,000 in 
the agreement will reimburse the County for those out-of-pocket expenses for the repairs.  Mr. 
Hardee stated Mr. Martin has reviewed the agreement and is satisfied with the terms.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to authorize Judge 
English to sign the agreement as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Commissioner Ham asked to add an item to the agenda concerning ACCA’s Legislative 
Committee.   The motion to add the item the agenda was seconded by Commissioner Long and 
carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ham stated ACCA made changes to the ACCA legislative 
committee, previously chosen by districts.   Commissioner Ham stated there are 12 districts and 
stated the change puts a representative from each county on the Alabama Legislative Committee, 
rather than just one from each district.  Commissioner Ham stated he had previously talked to 
Commissioner Lawrence about serving on the committee.   Commissioner Lawrence stated he is 
willing to serve and represent Lee County.    Commissioner Harris asked that whoever is chosen 
needs to come back and dialogue with the Commission on what is happening in the legislature.  
Commissioner Lawrence stated he would represent the Commissions agenda.  Commissioner 
Ham stated the person would be responsible for communicating back to the Commission, and 
further stated the individual would be in Montgomery three to four times a week when the 
legislature is in session.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to appoint Commissioner Lawrence 
to the ACCA Legislative Committee as the Lee County representative.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to add an item to the Agenda concerning the 

Alabama Bicentennial Committee.    The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long to add 
the item.  The motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Lawrence recognized local 
Committee member Sid James Nakhjavan.  Mrs. Nakhjavan thanked the Commission for passing 
the Resolution in support of the 200 Alabama Bicentennial.  Mrs. Nakhjavan invited everyone to 
attend the kick-off event on July 20 at noon at the Courthouse square.  Mrs. Nakhjavan stated 
information would be shared about their efforts at the kick-off.  Mrs. Nakhjavan stated it is 
basically 200 tributes to commemorate Alabama’s 200th Anniversary of Statehood.  Mrs. 
Nakhjavan stated the mission of ALABAMA 200 is to support, create, and execute events and 
activities between 2017 and 2019 that commemorate the people and places of Alabama, as well 
as its path to statehood. In schools and communities across the state, bicentennial events and 
activities will teach, inspire, and entertain residents and visitors of all backgrounds. 

 
 
Last, Mr. Hardee discussed information in the packets concerning the Logging Industry 

Notification legislation.  Included in the packets, were copies of the legislation, information from 
the ACCA on the ordinance process and pictures of a few issues the Highway Department has 
seen to address the issues proactively.   Mr. Hardee stated the legislation was passed in 2012 
allowing counties to adopt a notification process for the harvesting of timber and its uses of the 
county roads.  Commissioner Ham stated Tom Whatley sponsored SB409-2012.  Commissioner 
Ham added that each county has to ratify the legislation for use by the county.  Commissioner 
Ham stated the process would provide necessary information to the Highway Department, since 
the companies would have to provide proof of liability coverage, in case damage is done by the 
loggers on a county road.  Mr. Hardee stated no action is necessary at this time, it is only for 
Commission review and to consider it for implementation later in the Fall once the county’s 
ATRIP obligations have been met.    Commissioner Ham stated he would like to see the county 
work closely with the logging industry, especially on the turn-around time to issue a permit, 
which has zero cost.  Further, Commissioner Ham stated the fine is $500 per day, if they do not 
get a permit.  Commissioner Eckman questioned how many counties have passed it.  
Commissioner Ham stated he did not know.  Mr. Hardee stated several of his counterparts, 
including, Colbert and Elmore County have adopted the legislation.     

 
 
At approximately 6:20 p.m., Commissioner Ham made a motion to adjourn into the 

meeting with the outside appropriation agencies.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence and carried unanimously.   
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The Commission then heard presentations from 1) Horseshoe Bend Regional Library, 2) 
the Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama, 3) the Domestic Violence Intervention Center, and 
4) The Salvation Army. 

 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting with the outside appropriation agencies, Mr. Stillwell of 

Lee Road 133 asked permission to speak to the Commission concerning the logging issue.   Mr. 
Stillwell stated that the loggers are supposed to put in a construction exit, but that it is not 
enforced and he would hope that the Commission would do something to enforce it.   
Commissioner Lawrence stated it was in the legislation that was previously presented.    Mr. 
Stillwell once again asked the Commission to consider addressing the logging trucks.  
Commissioner Harris stated the Commission is intending to address the issue and urged Mr. 
Stillwell to be patient.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, July 31, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  News media in 
attendance:  Opelika Observer Reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News Reporter Kara 
Coleman.  

 
 
Commissioner Ham introduced Houston Black of the Beulah Water District.  Mr. Black 

was in attendance to let the Commission know that the Beulah Water District won an Award of 
Excellence by the Alabama Water and Pollution Control Association in the following category: 
Distribution System 0–5,000 Meters.    Mr. Black stated they received a 95.5 out of 100, and 
came in 2nd Place, the 1st Place system received a 97.   Mr. Black reported that it is a statewide 
recognition and they would try again next year.   Mr. Black stated he enjoyed working with the 
Commission.  Commissioner Ham congratulated Mr. Black for the job he does for the Beulah 
Water District especially considering where they started.  

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee recognized Jeff Gleaton on his retirement after 25 years 

of service.  Mr. Hardee stated Mr. Gleaton had been promoted several times during his 
employment; last serving as the Highway Supervisor of the Bridge and Patching Unit.   Mr. 
Hardee stated Mr. Gleaton would be missed.  Mr. Hardee stated his successor is Jason Edwards.  
Mr. Hardee stated he wanted to publicly thank Mr. Gleaton on his 25 years of dedicated service.    
Judge English stated Mr. Gleaton would have been in attendance if meeting had been held on 
Friday, his last day of work, but as of today, Mr. Gleaton is retired, and Mr. Hardee could not 
make him attend the meeting.   

 
    
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the July 10, 2017 meeting.   Commissioner Long 
made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence and passed unanimously.   

  
 
Mr. Hardee gave an update on Lee Road 425.  Mr. Hardee stated after the last 

Commission meeting the Highway Department had placed temporary barricades at both ends of 
the dam to protect the traveling public.  Mr. Hardee stated the vacation process was in motion 
and all homeowners could still access their property.  Mr. Hardee stated the legal description was 
being prepared by a surveyor.  Further, Mr. Hardee asked the Commission to set a public 
hearing, post a notice for 30 days, and notify abutting landowners and utility owners or anyone 
who has an interest in that roadway.  Mr. Hardee recommended to hold the public hearing at the 
last Commission meeting in September.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the timeline.  Mr. 
Hardee stated the vacation process is set in motion tonight, if the Commission votes to move 
forward.   Commissioner Harris made a motion to accept the engineer’s recommendation and 
schedule a Public Hearing on September 25 during the Commission meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.      

 
 
Reverend Clifford Jones was not in attendance for a presentation on the Greater Peace 

Child Development Center.   
 
Commander Emerson Thomas was not in attendance to request use of the Lee County 

Meeting Center for the Disabled American Veterans group.   
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Attorney Bob Petty appeared before the Commission representing Steve Corbett 
requesting that Lee Roads 260, 277 and 259 be vacated.   Mr. Petty stated the request to vacate 
Lee Road 260 would benefit the community because it had gotten dangerous on occasion.  Mr. 
Petty stated the abutting landowners agreed to the vacation.  Commissioner Ham indicated he 
would need to abstain since he was a one of the landowners and the Commissioner for that 
district.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if it was a dirt road.  Mr. Hardee answered in the 
affirmative and stated it also has two bridges.   Judge English questioned Attorney Stan Martin 
since a citizen was bringing it before the Commission if the Commissioner for that district would 
have to make the motion.  Commissioner Harris made a motion to follow the process to vacate 
Lee Roads 260, 277 and 259, and to set a public hearing for September 25.   The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and the motion passed on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner 
Ham abstaining.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the road would be closed temporarily.    
Judge English stated not unless it is deemed an emergency.    Brad ? stated people are 
congregating on private property at the creek at the old covered bridge site.  Further, Brad ? 
indicated there is another dangerous area since Lee Road 260 has a single-lane concrete bridge 
with no guardrails.  Judge English discussed the issue of the motion being made by the 
Commissioner in that district as addressed in the Code.  Mr. Martin answered that if 
Commissioner Ham recuses himself, he is not able to make the motion.    

 
 
Commissioner Eckman stated Outreach Administrator Jennifer Lolly of the Louise 

Kreher Forest Ecology Preserve had contacted her about the county helping with the parking lot 
and entrance to the preserve as had been done in the past.  Mr. Hardee stated it would take a few 
employees a few hours and would not negatively affect the Highway Department.   Mr. Hardee 
stated since it was on Auburn University property, it was necessary for the Commission to 
approve.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to authorize 
the Lee County Highway Department to do the work as described at the Forest Ecology Preserve.  
The motion carried unanimously.         

 
 
Jail Administrator Corey Welch was in attendance to ask Commission consideration of a 

contract with Secured Perimeters International to help with revenue reconciliation on the inmate 
phone system.   Mr. Welch stated that other agencies had recovered many dollars reclaimed from 
audits performed by the company.  Additionally, they would assist in preparing the bid process, 
manage the bid and then would continually audit the performance of the successful bidder.  
County Administrator Roger Rendleman asked that he and Mr. Martin review the agreement 
before authorizing the Chairman to sign it.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize 
the Chairman to sign the agreement, once Mr. Rendleman and Mr. Martin are satisfied with the 
agreement.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously. 

 
 
Mr. Rendleman presented an educational reimbursement request from Probate Office 

Clerk Christina Awbrey.  Mr. Rendleman stated the appointing authority had approved the 
request and reimbursement would be granted if she successfully completes the course with a “B” 
or better.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve 
the educational reimbursement request as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Mr. Rendleman asked the Commission to consider the following dates to schedule budget 

work sessions:  after the Commission meeting on September 11, then September 12, 13 and 14, 
if necessary.    Additionally, Mr. Rendleman stated he would present the preliminary budget to 
the Commission at the next meeting.    Commissioner Long made a motion to authorize the 
budget work sessions as presented.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and 
carried unanimously.     
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At approximately 5:30 p.m., Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to adjourn into the 
meeting with the outside appropriation agencies.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Eckman and carried unanimously.   

 
 
The Commission then heard presentations from 1) the Valley Haven School, 2) Judge 

Mike Fellows on the Judicial Volunteer Program, 3) the East Alabama Services for the Elderly, 
and 4) the American Red Cross-Lee County Chapter. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, August 14, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  

 
 
Commander Emerson Thomas appeared to ask the Commission for permission to use the 

Lee County Meeting Center for the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 95.  Mr. Thomas stated 
the Red Cross had been generous enough to allow them use of their building, but the building has 
been sold and they must vacate it September 1.  Mr. Thomas stated the DAV group meets 
monthly and twice a week they are open to help veterans with claims.  Judge English suggested 
that the Opelika-Auburn News offices might have some space available.  After discussion, 
Commissioner Harris asked that the item be added to the next meeting agenda.  Additionally, 
Commissioner Harris asked each Commissioner to talk to their friends about the needs of this 
group and see if someone can come up with a solution where they can meet.     

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected Officials 
in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer Reporter Fred 
Woods and Opelika-Auburn News Reporter Kara Coleman.  

 
 
A representative for A State of Teal Lighting and Awareness Campaign called ahead and 

asked to be moved to the next agenda.   
 
   
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from July, minutes of the July 
31, 2017 meeting, and an announcement of two positions on the Lee County Recreation Board, 
for District 2 and District 4 representatives.   Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve 
the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and 
carried unanimously.   

  
 
Commissioner Eckman made first reading of Chris Dunlap as her representative on the 

Industrial Development Authority.  Judge English stated since there is only one person, motion 
and vote are not necessary.  

 
  
Dr. Gary Lemme made a presentation on the 4-H Centennial Youth Initiative.   Dr. 

Lemme thanked the Commission for allowing the group to attend.  Further, Dr. Lemme 
recognized several of the members of the Extension Service, they included:  Extension 
Coordinator Tara Barr, Deborah Stewart, Gina N., Glenda James and Smokey Spears.   Mrs. Barr 
thanked the Commission for their support and thanked the 4-H Team.  Further, Mrs. Barr 
thanked Wade McKinney of Storybook Farms for his participation with 4-H Program.  Statewide 
4-H Ambassador Gavin Rankins gave a brief presentation of his duties, and stated he has been in 
4-H since he was nine years old.   Local 4-H Representative Ethan Rankins spoke on his 
opportunity to represent Lee County at the local level.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion 
to authorize Judge English to sign the following Resolution in support of 4-H in Lee County.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.  Judge English 
presented the Resolution to Dr. Lemme.  

 
      PROCLAMATION 

 
Whereas, The Lee County Office of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System has 

achieved excellence in all areas of Alabama 4-H programming, and 
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Whereas, more than 6,000 Lee County youth have benefited from 4-H youth enrichment 
programs and 4-H clubs during the last two years; and 

Whereas, 4-H in Lee County addresses the needs of urban and rural youth through 
hands-on learning programs and positive youth development; and 

Whereas, 4-H in Lee County builds youths’ self-esteem, leadership and citizenship 
skills, and focuses on critical issues affecting youth; and 
Whereas, 4-H in Lee County endeavors to build youths’ character and self-esteem by providing 
life skills development opportunities; and 

Whereas, 4-H in Lee County offers programs on science and technology, natural 
resources, agriculture, career education, citizenship and leadership and healthy lifestyles; and 

Whereas, the Lee County Extension office and its 4-H team, having met the highest 
standards of excellence, has been designated as one of the Alabama 4-H Centennial Youth 
Initiative counties; and  

Whereas, in recognition of this achievement, an Alabama 4-H Foundation Extension 
agent will serve the youth and citizens of Lee County as a dedicated 4-H agent serving our 
county alone; and  

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Lee County Commission on this 14th day of 
August 2017, declare this the Year of the 4-H Centennial Youth Initiative in Lee County, 
Alabama. 

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence requested an additional $5,000 funding from the Contingency 

fund to begin the design process for the meeting center.  Commissioner Lawrence recognized 
Command Sergeant Major Bennie Adkins who was in attendance.   County Administrator Roger 
Rendleman questioned and stated a formal contract needs to be presented for Commission 
approval.   Judge English questioned if necessary to get an RFP.  Commissioner Ham questioned 
if the Contingency account had $5,000 for this purpose.  Mr. Rendleman answered in the 
affirmative and stated it must be spent before September 30 and can be done without an RFP for 
professional services.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to allocate $5,000 from the 
Contingency Fund for the design of the meeting center lobby in honor of Command Sergeant 
Major Adkins, and authorize Mr. Rendleman and County Attorney Stan Martin to draft an 
agreement at their discretion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried 
unanimously.    

 
 
Sheriff Jones presented the Memorandum of Understanding for the annual award of the 

Interlocal Agreement the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG).  Sheriff Jones stated Lee County 
was the host county this year.  Upon further discussion, Commissioner Eckman made a motion 
to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement as presented.   The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.     

 
 
Mr. Rendleman presented change order #1 for the Beulah Senior Center.  Mr. Rendleman 

stated the change order consisted of an increase of $6,958 for a septic tank and a deduct of 
$11,800 to change the manufacturer from one to another.  Mr. Rendleman stated the net 
deduction totals $4,841.50, so the contract is reduced from $802,800 to $797,958.50.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the deduct of $4,841.50.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously. 

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution on a one-

time lump sum to Retirees under the Retirement Systems of Alabama.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned if the budget allowed for county employees to receive an increase, if not, then he 
would not be in favor or granting this one-time sum to the retirees.  Mr. Rendleman assured 
Commissioner Lawrence the budget contains funding for county employees if the Commission 
choses to include it.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.     
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      RESOLUTION – ACT 2017-367 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lee County Commission, through its governing authority, 
elects to come under the provisions of Section 2 of Act 367 of the Regular Session of the 2017 
Legislature. 

 
The Lee County Commission agrees to provide all funds necessary to the Employees’ 

Retirement System to cover the cost of the one-time lump sum payment as provided for by this 
Act for those eligible retirees and beneficiaries of deceased retirees of Lee County Commission 
with the aforementioned lump sum payment being paid in December 2017.   

      
 
Mr. Rendleman presented the following budget adjustments for Commission 

consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated that the Environmental Services Department suffered the 
loss of a roll-off truck due to an unusual accident.  A replacement vehicle needs to be purchased 
for $152,313, which is on the authorized bid list.  Mr. Rendleman explained that there is 
$123,000 in undesignated, unreserved fund balance for that department, but operational reserve 
will be necessary to cover the remainder of $29,313.    
 
  Additionally, Building Inspection received funds from sale of surplus property in the 
amount of $2,976 and they would like to recognize the funds as revenue for technology 
improvements in the office.     
 
  Third, The Sheriff’s Office recently had a school resource officer’s vehicle totaled.  
Fortunately, the revenues associated with the program will surpass the budgeted amount 
sufficiently to fund a replacement vehicle at $47,500.    
 
  Last, the Highway Department received funds from a sale of surplus property in the 
amount of $195,000 and would like to recognize the funds as revenue for additional capital 
equipment purchases.    Upon Mr. Rendleman’s explanations, Commissioner Long made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the following budget adjustments.  The 
motion passed unanimously.   

 
General Fund 
Capital Expenditures   $155,289.00 
Revenues               $2,976.00 
Undesignated, Unreserved Fund Balance      $123,000.00 
Operation Reserve Fund Balance         $29,313.00 
 
Act 2013-325 Fund 
Capital Expenditures    $47,500.00 
Revenues              $47,500.00 
 
Gasoline Tax Fund 
Capital Expenditures             $195,000.00 
Revenues            $195,000.00 
 
 
Mr. Rendleman informed the Commission that the SpyGlass Group completed the initial 

audit review of the telecommunications billing and services.  Mr. Rendleman stated the company 
has identified $5,320.44 in annual savings on excessive land lines and $6,858.00 in annual 
savings with recommended wireless changes.  Upon review, these may be reasonable and 
verifiable changes to make.  Mr. Rendleman stated that, based on the findings, he would request 
the Commission authorize the County Administrator to negotiate and accept the 
recommendations associated with the SpyGlass audit.  Mr. Rendleman further stated he and IT 
Director Tim Parson have been making changes to the wireless plan with state tax exemptions.  
Further, Mr. Rendleman stated after SpyGlass received their share of the first year of savings, 
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thereafter, all savings benefit the county.  Commissioner Harris made a motion to accept Mr. 
Rendleman’s recommendation on the SpyGlass audit of telecommunication billing and services.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence asked Dr. Lemme to explain a pilot program the Extension 

Service wants to participate in.  Dr. Lemme introduced Wayne Johnson, the St. Clair County 
Veterans Agent Assistant.  Mr. Johnson explained that the program goes out and helps veterans.  
Mr. Johnson stated that several organizations work together to provide necessities to local 
veterans.  Mr. Johnson gave several examples of assisting veterans with various needs such as:  
homelessness, mental health, and educational needs.   Mr. Johnson stated the program is 
instrumental for the well-being of veterans because many are not aware of available benefits.  
Next, Commissioner Lawrence recognized Major General Joe Burgess of Auburn University.  
Mr. Burgess thanked the Commission for their service.   Mr. Burgess stated there are 
approximately 11,300 veterans in Lee County, not including family members and dependents.   
Commissioner Lawrence stated this is just one way to help those that have served our country 
and to invest in our veterans.  Commissioner Harris stated he is in support of implementing this 
program in Lee County. Commissioner Lawrence stated no action is necessary, but further 
discussions could be held during budget meetings.   

 
 
Judge English reminded all in attendance to vote tomorrow in the Special Primary 

Election for United States Senate.      
 
 

  Approximately 5:50 p.m., Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to adjourn into the 
budget meeting with the outside appropriation agencies.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 
 
The Commission heard presentations from 1) the Lee County Firefighters Association, 2) 

the Lee County Soil and Water Conservation District, 3) the Community Market, 4) the Museum 
of East Alabama and 4) the Lee County Historical Society. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, August 28, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Harris.  

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected officials 
in attendance: State Representative Joe Lovvorn and Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in 
attendance:  Opelika Observer Reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News Reporter Kara 
Coleman.  

 
   
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the August 14, 2017 meeting.   Commissioner 
Ham made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and passed unanimously.   

  
 
Commander Emerson Thomas was not in attendance to request use of the Lee County 

Meeting Center for the Disabled American Veterans group.  Commissioner Lawrence stated his 
church was willing to find space for the group but it may not be on the days/times needed. 
Commissioner Harris stated he would reach out to Mr. Thomas.  

 
 
After second reading, Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the following 

Resolution to appoint Christopher Dunlap to the Industrial Development Authority. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Ham and passed unanimously. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Christopher Dunlap 
to the Industrial Development Authority to serve a five-year term until August 28, 2022. 

 
Commissioner Harris stated now that there is a full board, he would like for them to meet, 

elect officers and report back to the Commission. Commissioner Lawrence stated that it would 
be beneficial if the Board members knew how to get in touch with each other. Commissioner 
Harris stated he would contact the board members with that information. 

 
 
Karen Galick with A State of Teal Lighting and Awareness Campaign and the Laura 

Crandall Brown Foundation presented the Commission with a resolution proclaiming September 
as Gynecological Cancer Awareness Month.  Ms. Galick was representing her sister-in-law who 
recently passed away from a gynecological cancer. Commissioner Ham made the motion to 
adopt the resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and 
passed unanimously. 

 
     RESOLUTION 
 
Whereas, gynecologic (GYN) cancers are among the leading cancer killers of women in 

the United States, and more than 98,000 women will be diagnosed, and more than 30,000 women 
will die from these diseases this year and the absence they leave in our hearts will be deeply felt 
forever; and  

Whereas, the Laura Crandall Brown Foundation and their “A State of Teal” initiative 
brings awareness of all GYN cancers to the people throughout the State of Alabama; and  

Whereas, the good health and well-being of women in our state and Lee County are 
enhanced by increased awareness of GYN cancers and their symptoms and treatments; and  

Whereas, it is also crucial that all women in our state and Lee County take an active role 
in learning the symptoms and risk factors associated with GYN cancer, developing healthy 
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habits, and undergoing regular medical examinations so that any occurrence of these diseases 
may be detected in their early and treatable stages; and  

Whereas, we reflect upon the memory of those lost to these diseases, the beavery of 
those currently battling these diagnoses, and the need for increased awareness, screening and 
research so that the women of our state might be spared from them in the future, and encourage 
all citizens to work together to raise awareness of GYN cancers; and 

Now, therefore, I, Bill English, Chairman of the Lee County Commission, Opelika 
Alabama do hereby proclaim September 2017 as Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month 
throughout Lee County and encourage all residents to work together to raise awareness of GYN 
cancers and do convey this observance to all our citizens.  

 
 

 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a variance request from CF Properties, LLC 
regarding access to a seven-lot residential development located off Lee Road 312. The developer 
is requesting the variance because the topography of the property consists of both a horizontal 
and vertical curve and he is requesting that 5 of the 7 lots share a private shared access easement. 
Having the properties share a drive would limit the number of access points located on Lee Road 
312. Mr. Hardee stated that after reviewing the application and the data collected by the 
Highway Department, he would recommend the variance be granted with the following four 
stipulations: 
 1. A special note be placed on the plat stating that current and future property owners 
understand that the Lee County Commission/Highway Department will not maintain the private 
shared access easement, since it is not being built to the specifications that would otherwise be 
required for such future acceptance and maintenance, and 
 2. The special note shall also state that the property owners of the private shared access 
easement are responsible for maintenance of said easement, and 
 3. The proposed private shared access easement shall be widened from forty (40) feet to 
sixty (60) fee, and 
 4. The proposed drive for Lot 5 shall be shown on the plat accessing Lee Road 312, not 
the private shared access easement.  

Commissioner Eckman asked if the stipulations could also be placed on each property 
deed, Mr. Hardee asked County Attorney Stan Martin about stipulations one and two being 
placed on the deed of each lot. The motion to approve the variance with the four stipulations was 
made by Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Ham and passed unanimously. 
 
 

County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the bid tabulation for the re-roofing of 
Wings E and F at the Lee County Detention Center.  Mr. Rendleman stated four bids were 
received with the lowest bid of $273,335 coming from Standard Roofing of Montgomery; the 
next lowest bid was $277,856.  Mr. Rendleman stated this was a necessary re-roofing project and 
the county should experience energy savings after the completion of the project. Upon this 
recommendation, Commissioner Eckman made a motion to accept the low bid from Standard 
Roofing.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously. 
 
 

Chief Appraiser Richie LaGrand submitted a request for the purchase of a new software 
system for mapping, appraisal and assessing for $255,000.  Mr. LaGrand stated the new software 
system would be a Windows-based system and would be more efficient that the previous system 
that has been in use for 18 years. The proposed software is from the same software company 
being utilized by the Revenue Commissioner’s office for motor vehicles. In addition to the 
approval of the purchase, Mr. LaGrand also requested a budget increase in the Reappraisal 
budget in the amount of $285,000 for the purchase.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to 
approve the software purchase and to approve the budget amendment.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Long and passed unanimously. 
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Commissioner Harris presented a resolution from Nancy Spears, CEO, of the Alabama 
Council on Human Relations, Inc.  mourning the loss of ACHR - Community Action Program of 
Lee County member Arthur Jordan. Commissioner Harris stated his passing was a loss to the 
community, to his family and to himself as he was a dear friend. Commissioner Harris made a 
motion to accept the following resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and 
passed unanimously.  
      RESOLUTION     
         

WHEREAS, Arthur Jordan served honorably as Vice President of the Alabama Council 
on Human Relations, Inc’s Community Action Program of Lee County Board of Directors, 
which oversees the administration of Community Services Block Grant programs for low-
income residents of Lee County; and  
 WHEREAS, Arthur Jordan also provided distinguished leadership and service to a wide 
range of other community and faith-based entities, including the Auburn District Missionary 
Baptist Church, Lee County Voters League, Opelika Downtown Redevelopment Authority and 
Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church; and  

WHERAS, Arthur Jordan spent his life giving himself away to the people of Lee County 
as a passionate community torchbearer, fearless civic champion, devoted church leader, resolute 
political crusader and savvy, creative entrepreneur; and  

WHEREAS, Arthur Jordan referred to his barber shop as his pulpit from which he 
discussed and debated the issues of the day, dispensed wise counsel and preached Jesus to 
customers while simultaneously cutting their hair; and  

WHEREAS, Arthur Jordan, through his lifetime of profound and meaningful people-
purposed endeavors, directly impacted the lives of thousands of Lee Countians and indirectly 
impacted the lives of many thousands more. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we mourn the August 21, 2017 passing 
of Arthur Jordan – an unforgettable, irreplaceable, uniquely-influential true son of Lee County – 
and extend our heartfelt condolences to his wife, Lennie, and the scores of other heavy-hearted 
family members and friends who, like us, loved him and miss him dearly. 
 
 

At approximately 5:30 p.m., Commissioner Long made a motion to adjourn into the 
budget meeting with outside appropriation agencies.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

 
The Commission then heard presentations from the following:  1) Greater Peace Child 

Development Center; 2) Saint Luke AME Church; 3) Lee-Russell Council of Governments; and 
4) East Alabama Medical Center Emergency Medical Services; 5) Auburn Day Care Centers, 
Inc.; and 6) Kid One Transport. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, September 25, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected officials 
in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred 
Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.  

 
Commissioner Harris presented the following Resolution to honor Pastor Edward Lane of 

Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church.  Commissioner Harris introduced the Church Clerk 
Juanita Thomas who read Resolution in its entirety.   At the conclusion, Commissioner Harris 
made a motion to authorize the Resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 
   Resolution  

 
A Resolution honoring Pastor Edward Lane on the occasion of Pastoral Installation 

Service as Pastor of Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church. 
 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, how beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! Romans 10:15 
 

WHEREAS, Pastor Edward Lane was born on August 20, 1961 in Brooklyn, New York, 
and reared by grandparents in Valley (Riverview), Alabama. He was united in marriage in 1986, 
to Irene Mathews Lane and to the union was born two wonderful and devoted daughters and one 
grandchild; and 

 
WHEREAS, Pastor Edward Lane began his ministry journey in September 1978 

pastoring numerous congregations throughout the Fifth Episcopal District of the Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Montgomery/Phenix City/Opelika District for twenty-two years.  
In August of 2000 he announced a change of direction in his ministry into the Missionary Baptist 
Church where he presently serves; and 

 
WHEREAS, on Sunday, May 14, 2017, Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church (Marvyn 

Community) Opelika, Alabama elected Pastor Edward Lane as their new pastor; and 
 
WHEREAS, he graduated from public school in Valley, Alabama in 1980 and furthered 

his education at Southern State Community College.  Pastor Lane earned a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree from El Shaddai Theological Seminary School in 2003; and 

 
WHEREAS, the congregation eagerly awaited Pastor Lane’s arrival on Sunday, July 2, 

2017, members, family and friends welcomed him and his family with opened hearts, kind 
words, joy and excitement.  Rising Star church family thanked God for the privilege of sending 
the congregation such a spiritual warrior on the battlefield for the Lord who is like David a man 
after God’s own heart.  He has a deep conviction with passion in his voice, his number one goal 
and ambition is to preach, teach, equip and bring new souls to Christ; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that the members of Rising Star Missionary Baptist 
Church recognize Pastor Edward Lane for his spiritual leadership, understanding guidance and 
strong faith to lead the congregation to higher spiritual dimensions; and 
 

WHEREAS, on this joyous occasion, the members of Rising Star Missionary Baptist 
Church honors Pastor Lane during his Pastoral Installation Service and thank God that he 
accepted the Christian call by submitting himself to God’s will and His calling. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that today has been officially set aside to 
Install Pastor Edward Lane as newly elected Pastor of Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church, 
Opelika, Alabama. 
 

 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the August 28, 2017 meeting and the 
announcement of the following board vacancies:  1) Lee County Department of Human 
Resources-Cecil Yarbrough, Rev. Clifford Jones and Angie Colvin-Burque; 2) Lee County 
Youth Development-Larry Patterson; and 3) Lee County Public Building Authority-Julie 
Rendleman.   Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Judge English at approximately 5:10 p.m. opened the floor to a Public Hearing on the 
proposed vacation of a portion of Lee Road 425 that travels over Heath Lake Dam.   First, Logan 
Waites, property owner on Lee Road 425, stated that in a lawsuit filed around 1998 or 1999, the 
agreement stated that if the road over the dam was closed, it was supposed to be closed where 
Lee Road 2041 intersects and that the original Heath Lake Subdivision should stay together.  
Judge English stated that Lee County was not a party to any lawsuit to the best of his knowledge, 
and questioned if it was a private lawsuit.  Mr. Waites stated it was between the developer of the 
Foxridge Subdivision and the residents of Heath Lake Subdivision.  Commissioner Long 
questioned if he wants the dam to stay open.  Mr. Waites answered in the affirmative.  
Commissioner Long stated closing it at Lee Road 2041 instead of at the dam would defeat the 
reason for closing it, because of the danger of vehicles crossing the unguarded, single lane dam.  
Commissioner Harris stated he had gone with County Engineer Justin Hardee to look at the 
situation and stated that the consensus he found was that a majority of the residents wanted to 
close the dam.  Commissioner Lawrence wished to clarify that if the dam is closed, that the 
residents have an ingress and egress to their property.  Mr. Hardee stated it would not hamper the 
residents.  Judge English questioned Mr. Waites on the location of his property.   Mr. Waites 
stated he was on the portion of Lee Road 425 between the dam and Lee Road 2041.    
 
Next, Melanie Cooper stated she had lived in the area for two years, her parents lived there for 
30 years, and she stated due to the cars speeding and for the safety of the kids and animals on the 
road, she would like to see it closed.  Judge English explained that the county has closed it 
temporarily for the safety of the traveling public.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned how it 
would be barricaded once it is permanently closed.  Mr. Hardee explained that currently 
temporary barricades with piles of dirt are located at both ends of the dam to prevent anyone 
from traveling across the dam.  Mr. Hardee explained if the Commission chooses to close it 
permanently, then the county will erect permanent barricades on both ends of the dam.  Once 
road closure is complete, the adjacent property owners would take ownership of the land.   
Clydie Spivey stated when she purchased her land in 1980 on Lee Road 425, you could not go 
any further.  Mrs. Spivey stated the barricades were later removed, and they weren’t notified.  
Mrs. Spivey questioned if it’s closed once again, who would keep up the dam.  Judge English 
explained that the land would revert to the land owners, since the county was only granted an 
easement with rights to use it.  Mr. Waites questioned whether a cul-de-sac could be developed 
as a turn-around, since it would be his driveway that would be used for this purpose otherwise.  
Mr. Hardee stated that if the Commission moves forward, then the county could use existing 
right-of-way to put a turn-around on both sides of the dam, once it is closed.  Commissioners 
Ham and Harris both agreed they would like to see that done.  Commissioner Harris made a 
motion to approve the following Resolution to close a portion of Lee Road 425 that travels over 
Heath Lake dam and authorize the Highway Department to construct a cul-de-sac at both ends 
with the remaining right-of-way for turnarounds.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Long and carried unanimously.   
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         RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama desires to vacate a 
portion of Lee Road 425 included in the Lee County, Alabama Road System described as 
follows:  
 Commence at the Southeast corner of Lot 10, Heath Lake Estates as recorded in Plat 

Book 10, Page 159, in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama, thence 
along the Southeast property line of said Lot 10, North 55 degrees 29 minutes 00 seconds 
East 1229.20 feet to a point on the Westerly right-of-way of Lee Road 425, also being the 
POINT OF BEGINNING; run thence along the Westerly right-of-way of Lee Road 425, 
North 32 degrees 43 minutes 25 seconds West 220.16 feet; thence crossing Lee Road 
425, North 57 degrees 16 minutes 35 seconds East 60.00 feet to the Easterly right-of-way 
of Lee Road 425; thence along the Easterly right-of-way of Lee Road 425, South 32 
degrees 43 minutes 25 seconds East 212.65 feet; thence along the Easterly right-of-way 
of Lee Road 425, South 35 degrees 00 minutes 32 seconds East 212.55 feet; thence South 
35 degrees 40 minutes 42 seconds East 15.27 feet; thence South 54 degrees 19 minutes 
18 seconds West 60.00 feet to the Westerly right-of-way of Lee Road 425; thence along 
the Westerly right-of-way of Lee Road 425, North 35 degrees 40 minutes 42 seconds 
West 15.59 feet; thence continue along the Westerly right-of-way of Lee Road 425, 
North 35 degrees 04 minutes 29 seconds West 207.82 feet to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING.  
 
WHEREAS, Pamela S. and Carey Scroggins, North American Saving Bank, F.S.B., and 

Kenneth Edwards are the owners of all the land abutting said portion of said roadway.   
 
WHEREAS, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama finds that it is in the 

interest of the public that said portion of said roadway be vacated and assents to and approves the 
vacation thereof and the annulment of said portion of said roadway to the use of the public.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Commission of Lee 

County, Alabama consents to said vacation and annulment; and, does hereby remise, release, and 
quitclaim to said owners of land abutting said portion of said roadway whatever right, title, and 
interest the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama may have acquired in and to the 
hereinabove portion of the hereinabove named roadway by virtue of the dedication, usage or 
otherwise, and that Bill English, as Chairman of the County Commission of Lee County, 
Alabama, is hereby authorized and directed on behalf of the County Commission of Lee County, 
Alabama to execute quitclaim deeds to said owners of land abutting said portion of said roadway, 
carrying out the intention of this Resolution.   

 
Done at the regular session of the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama on the 

25th day of September 2017. 
 

 
 At approximately 5:30 p.m., Judge English opened a Public Hearing for a proposed 
vacation of portions of Lee Road 260, Lee Road 259 and Lee Road 277.  First, Cora Reames 
stated her great-great grandparents owned land on Lee Road 259 between 1830-1850 and her 
great-great grandparents were buried in a family cemetery which has been there since the 1850’s.  
Mrs. Reames was concerned about being able to access the cemetery if the road is closed.  
Further, Mrs. Reames stated she was in favor of closing the road, since the area is being used by 
drug dealers, drug addicts and Mrs. Reames stated people go into the cemetery and leave trash 
and other items.  Prior to the meeting, Mrs. Reames stated she talked with Bob Petty, the 
attorney representing the landowners, who stated the owners would provide a key and access to 
the cemetery, so she was satisfied.   Commissioner Ham thanked Mrs. Reames for attending the 
meeting and stated he was glad she would have access to the cemetery and stated it is a beautiful 
area.  Mrs. Reames also introduced the Fullertons, who also have relatives in the cemetery, and 
wish to have access to it.  Commissioner Ham stated he was a neighbor to the property and stated 
he has the same concerns as Mrs. Reames on how the property is being used.    
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Next, Johnathan Harper stated he owns property across the creek from Lee Road 259 and agreed 
that the area is full of crime.  Mr. Harper stated, in addition to Mr. Steve Corbett, he too is trying 
to clean up his property.  Mr. Harper thanked the Commission for addressing this issue.  
Commissioner Ham asked Mr. Harper to call him if he encounters any problems in the future.   
Next, Mr. Torbit Henry spoke in favor of closing the road.  Mr. Henry stated that he has had 
trouble with four-wheelers on his property that he is trying to protect.  Mr. Henry thanked the 
Sheriff’s Office for their work in trying to control it.  Judge English stated Sheriff Jones is in 
attendance and he is hearing all these concerns.  Next, Danielle Ritch of Meadow Lake Estates 
questioned the closure and asked if it is closed, will it be closed forever.  Judge English stated the 
developer owns both sides, so it would be up to the developer, but as far as the county is 
concerned it would stay closed.   Mrs. Ritch further questioned, since it is a big subdivision, with 
no other access, she is concerned since it would cut-off a thru road.   Commissioner Ham stated 
he had talked to the developer who indicated currently he has plans to develop a few lots on Lee 
Road 260, but the majority will be used for hunting land.   Next, Bill Brock stated he has lived 
there for 50+ years and stated he was surprised that a road would be closed due to crime.  Judge 
English answered that the road is being closed because the developer has asked the county to 
close it, not because of crime.  Mr. Brock further stated he has ridden horses in the creek, fished 
and kayaked on the creek and would hate to see the access closed.  Further, Mr. Brock 
questioned if the State owned the creek.  Judge English stated no, that the property line goes to 
the center of the creek and further stated he does not believe the State would consider it a 
navigable waterway.  Judge English at approximately 5:32 p.m. closed the Public Hearing.  
Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the creek is used for recreational purposes, regardless if 
the landowner owns to the center of the creek or not, people will not stop using the creek if the 
road is closed.  Attorney Stan Martin stated it is in the public interest to close the road, and 
further stated he is not sure about ownership to the center of the creek or not, it would depend on 
what the deed says.  Commissioner Ham stated it would depend on whether a person has 
permission or not to access the creek from that point.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Harris, to close a portion of Lee Road 260, Lee Road 259 and Lee 
Road 277.  The motion carried unanimously.      
 
 
 First reading of Linda Hilyer to the Lee County Recreation Board was presented.  
Commissioner Ham asked that the item be moved to the next agenda, since another person has 
shown interest in the position.  
 
 
 Commissioner Lawrence stated he was recently appointed to serve on the ACCA 
Legislative Committee as well as Commissioner Ham to the ACCA Board of Directors.  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize travel for the upcoming ACCA meetings 
and the legislative sessions.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried 
unanimously.   
 
 Mr. Hardee presented a request for Commission consideration to utilize college students 
as engineering technicians.  Mr. Hardee stated the intern program gives the students practical 
experience while working around their schedules and provides the county a valuable resource.  
Mr. Hardee explained that due to a policy change, he had to come before the Commission to 
request this.  Further, Mr. Hardee explained this is a budgeted item, two students will be covered 
by one full-time slot.  Mr. Hardee stated he has done this in the past and it been a successful 
program.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 
authorize Mr. Hardee to utilize college student engineering technicians.  The motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
 
 Next, Mr. Hardee presented a Resolution and a quit-claim deed for property off Lee Road 
183 owned by Arvle E. & Esther W. Marshall.  Mr. Hardee explained that the property owner 
had given the county an easement for public utilities, ingress and egress, but the county never 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. TERM, SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 

 

 
 

5

used the easement, never maintained it, and it never was used as a public road.   County Attorney 
Stan Martin advised Mr. Hardee that only a quit-claim deed is necessary since the property was 
never utilized by the traveling public.   Commissioner Eckman made a motion to pass the 
following Resolution and authorize the Chairman to sign a quit-claim deed for the property off 
Lee Road 183.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
      

RESOLUTION 
 

  WHEREAS, at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Lee County Commission on 
September 25, 2017, it was determined that, on January 22, 1979, Oliver T. Ivey, a widower, did 
grant to Lee County, Alabama, an easement and right-of-way, said easement and right-of-way 
being recoreded in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama in Deed Book 
1049, at Page 92; and,  

 
 WHEREAS, it was determined that the said easement and right-of-way is no longer 

necessary for Lee County, Alabama to accomplish any purpose; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, a proposal was put forth to vacate and abandon the easement and right-of-

way, and said vacation and abandonment to be in favor of the current fee simple real property 
owners, Arvle E. Marshall and Esther W. Marshall, husband and wife; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, said vacation and abandonment of the referenced easement and right-of-

way is to be accomplished by virtue of a Quit-Claim Deed in favor of Arvle E. Marshall and 
Esther W. Marshall, to be executed by Bill English, as Chairman of the Lee County Commission 
for Lee County, Alabama; and, 
 
 NOW, THREEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by a majority of the Commissioners of Lee 

County Commission that the easement and right-of-way heretofore referenced is to be vacated 
and abandoned in favor of the current fee simple real property owners, Arvle E. Marshall and 
Esther W. Marshall, husband and wife, said vacation and abandonment of the referenced 
easement and right-of-way to be accomplished by virtue of the said Quit-Claim Deed; and,  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Bill English, as Chairman of the Lee County 

Commission, is authorized to execute the aforementioned Quit-Claim Deed in favor or Arvle E. 
Marshall and Esther W. Marshall, husband and wife, with full authority of the Lee County 
Commission and on behalf of Lee County, Alabama.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above act taken is hereby approved, ratified 

and adopted.   
  
 
 Next, Mr. Hardee stated the final plat for Magnolia Ridge Subdivision Phase I has been 
reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land 
Development Regulations.   The proposed subdivision is located adjacent to Lee Road 401 and 
Alabama Highway 169.  The adjacent property owners were notified via letters mailed to them.  
Commissioner Harris made a motion to accept the maintenance of Magnolia Ridge Subdivision 
Phase I.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.  
 
 
 Next, Mr. Hardee presented a subdivision regulation variance request for a residential 
development on Lee Road 88.  Mr. Hardee stated the owner is requesting variance to section 5-
6(2) and section 2-1-1.  Specifically, they have requested a waiver to the definition of “access”, 
which requires that all lots must have 60-foot minimum width from the city, county, or state road 
to the building site.  As required in Section 8-1, of the Lee County Subdivision and Land 
Development Regulations, the County Engineer shall review the variance application and the 
circumstances, and make a recommendation in writing to the Commission at a regularly 
scheduled meeting.  Mr. Hardee explained that the owner is asking that a shared driveway for 
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four lots be utilized instead of multiple access points as stated in the subdivision regulations.  
Further, Mr. Hardee stated this has been presented to the City of Auburn since the property is in 
their planning jurisdiction.  Mr. Hardee explained that this is similar to one in Commissioner 
Long’s district, where a special note will be placed on each deed.  Mr. Hardee indicated that the 
developer and property owners agreed to the terms.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the 
width.  Mr. Hardee stated it is one driveway 60 ft. wide shared by four owners.  Commissioner 
Ham stated he is uncomfortable with the variances.  Mr. Hardee stated the Commission could 
amend the subdivision regulations, if they so wished.   After additional discussion, Mr. Hardee 
explained that if the Commission chooses to amend the subdivision regulations, any variance 
request would still be to come before the Commission for approval, as is policy currently.  
Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve the 
variance request, as presented, on Lee Road 88.  The motion carried unanimously.      
 
 Next, Mr. Hardee presented two Federal Aid Agreements for bridge replacement on Lee 
Road 393 and Lee Road 137.  Mr. Hardee stated the projects will both be three-barrel culverts, 
but put together in one contract, which will save money on the project.  Mr. Hardee further stated 
these are 80/20 match.  The Lee Road 393 Federal Aid Project for a bridge over Hodnett Creek 
totals $215,099.43 with $43,019.89 paid by Lee County.  The Lee Road 137 Federal Aid Project 
a bridge over a tributary to Hodnett Creek totals $321,695.50 with $64,339.10 paid by Lee 
County.  Mr. Hardee stated the projects will be let at the end of September, but construction will 
not begin until after football season and after the holidays. Judge English questioned how long 
construction would be on Lee Road 137.  Mr. Hardee stated since it was a culvert, he would 
estimate the road would be closed, depending on weather conditions, approximately six months.  
After more discussion, Commissioner Harris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence to authorize the Chairman to execute the Federal Aid Agreements on Lee Road 393 
and Lee Road 137 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
    RESOLUTION NUMBER 09252017-2 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 
County enters into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for: 
 
The construction of a CT 12x8 bridge replacement/culvert on CR-393 at Hodnett Creek. 
BIN#007609.  Length – 0.007 miles 
Project#ACBRZ61137-ATRP(015); LCP#41-127-13; ATRIP#41-05-33 
 
which Agreement is before this Commission, and that the Agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   
    
   AGREEMENT FOR ALABAMA TRANSPORTATION REHABILITATION  

        AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (ATRIP) PROJECT BETWEEN  
          THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA  
 

This agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, (acting by and 
through the Alabama Department of Transportation), hereinafter referred to as the State; and Lee 
County (FEIN 63-6001601), hereinafter referred to as the County; in cooperation with the United 
States Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, hereinafter referred 
to as the FHWA: 
WITNESSETH 
WHEREAS, the State and the County desire to cooperate in the construction of a CT 12x8 
bridge replacement/culvert on CR-393 at Hodnett Creek.  BIN#007609.  Length – 0.007 miles 
Project#ACBRZ61137-ATRP(015); LCP#41-127-13; ATRIP#41-05-33 
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NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto, for, and in consideration of the premises stated herein 
do hereby mutally promise, stipulate, and agree as follows:   
1. The County will acquire any additional right-of way, if needed, for the Project at no cost to 
the State or this Project.   
2. The County or its representative, if applicable to the Project, agree to adjust and/or relocate 
all utilities on the Project without cost to the State or this Project. 
3. The County or its representative, will provide the required surveys, complete the plans and 
perform all other preliminary engineering duties for the Project at no cost to the State or this 
Project.  The County will be responsible for submitting all required environmental documents to 
the State and obtaining approval prior to right-of-way acquisition or submittal of final plan 
assembly to the State.  The plans will be subject to the approval of the State and the Project will 
be constructed in accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this 
agreement.  
4. If necessary, the County will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 
(NOR)(Code Chapter 335-6-12) for the Project without cost to the State or this Project.  The 
County will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The County and the 
contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the State will have no 
obligation regarding the permit.  The County will furnish the State (Region) a copy of the permit 
prior to any work being performed by the contractor.   
5. The County will furnish all construction engineering for the Project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected and approved by the State as part of the Project cost.  The cost of 
construction engineering and inspection shall be included as part of the construction cost for the 
Project and will be paid from funds provided herein.   
6. The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials with State forces 
when needed as part of the Project cost.  The cost of inspection and testing of materials shall be 
included as part of the construction cost for the Project and will be paid from funds provided 
herein.   
7. The County will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction (latest edition) on the Project and will ensure that 
alignment and grades on this Project meet the standards of the Alabama department of 
Transportation and that the Project will be constructed in accordance with the approved plans.  
8. The Project will be administered by the State and all cost will be financed, when eligible for 
Federal participation, on the basis of eighty (80) percent Federal ATRIP funds and twenty (20) 
percent County funds, unless otherwise noted below.  Any Federal aid non-participating costs 
shall be borne by the County at one hundred (100) percent.   
9. Funding for this agreement is subject to the availability of Federal ATRIP funds at the time 
of authorization.  The State will not be liable for Federal ATRIP funds in any amount.  It is 
understood that the amounts stated below are estimates only.  Any shortfall in funding or overrun 
in construction costs shall be borne by the County from Federal ATRIP funds, if available, from 
County Federal funds, if available, and from County funds.  In the event of an under-run in 
construction costs, the amount of Federal ATRIP funds will be the amount stated below, or 
eighty (80) percent of eligible costs, whichever is less. 
10. The estimated cost of the construction of this project will be provided from the funds 
outlined as follows:    
  Federal ATRIP Funds        $   172,079.54 
  County Funds              43,019.89 
  Total (Incl. E & I)     $   215,099.43  
11. The STATE will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the STATE will 
invoice the County for its prorata share of the estimated cost (if applicable) as reflected by the 
bid of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the County will pay this amount to the State no later 
than 30 days after the date bids are opened.  Payment must be received prior to award of the 
contract.    
12. A final audit will be made of all Project records after completion of the Project and a copy 
will be furnished to the Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, in accordance 
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with Act 1994, No. 94-414.  A final financial settlement will be made between the parties as 
reflected by the final audit and this agreement.   
13. The County will submit reimbursement invoices for work performed under the terms of this 
agreement to the State within six (6) months after the completion and acceptance of the project.  
Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period will not be eligible for payment.  
14. Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the State, the County will assume full 
responsibility for maintenance of that part of the improvements which are not a part of the 
Alabama Highway Maintenance System.  Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the 
State, the County will maintain the project in satisfactory condition in accordance with the 
requirements of the Alabama Department of Transportation.  
15. The County shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the County shall protect, defend, 
indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, 
its officials, officers, and employees and their agents and/or assigns.   
16. For all claims not subject to Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify, 
and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, the 
officials, officers, and employees and their agents and/or assigns from and against any and all 
actions, damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount 
paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 
under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds required, 
authorized, or undertaken by the County pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) misuse, 
misappropriation, misapplication or misexpenditure of any source of funding, compensation or 
reimbursement by the County, its agents, servants, representatives,  employees or assigns. 
17. By entering into this agreement, the County is not an agent of the State, it officers, 
employees, agents, or assigns.  The County is an independent entity from the State and nothing 
in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  
18. Each party will provide, without cost to the other, information available from its records that 
will facilitate the performance of the work.  
19. Nothing will be construed under the terms of this agreement by the State or the County that 
will cause any conflict with Section 23-1-63, Code of Alabama(7/24th Law). 
20. The County will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 
and/or Federal law) of the County, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.  
21. Exhibits M and N are attached and hereby made a part of this agreement.  
22. This agreement is made and expressly executed in the names of the parties hereto by their 
respective officers, officials or other persons who are authorized to execute it, and it is deemed 
by the parties to be an agreement or contract under seal.  
23. By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 
continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 
contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 
agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   
24. The terms of this agreement may be modified by supplemental agreement duly executed by 
the parties hereto.  
25. This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 
notice termination.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto cause this agreement to be executed by 
those officers, officials, and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 
be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 
Governor of Alabama.  
Exhibit M  
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS:  LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
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prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:   
1.  No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 
mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 
of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 
employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 
making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 
any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  
2. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 
Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 
other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 
participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 
Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-
recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   
EXHIBIT N 
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision in the agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.   
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

a. If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is 
subject to termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued 
payment of the agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   

b. In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be 
made, agreement will be subject to termination.   

NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The State and Consultant acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the 
Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, absent 
the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to 
this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the State, Consultant, 
or any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from 
the underlying contract.  
The County agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in part 
with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not be 
modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   
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   RESOLUTION NUMBER 09252017-1 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 
County enters into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for: 
 
The construction of a CT 10x12 bridge replacement on CR-137 over a tributary to Hodnett 
Creek. 
BIN#003094.  Length – 0.006 miles 
Project#ACBR61141-ATRP(012); LCP#41-131-13; ATRIP#41-05-34 
 
which Agreement is before this Commission, and that the Agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   
    
   AGREEMENT FOR ALABAMA TRANSPORTATION REHABILITATION  

        AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (ATRIP) PROJECT BETWEEN  
          THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA  
 

This agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, (acting by and 
through the Alabama Department of Transportation), hereinafter referred to as the State; and Lee 
County (FEIN 63-6001601), hereinafter referred to as the County; in cooperation with the United 
States Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, hereinafter referred 
to as the FHWA: 
WITNESSETH 
WHEREAS, the State and the County desire to cooperate in the construction of a CT 10x12 
bridge replacement on CR-137 over a tributary to Hodnett Creek.  BIN#003094.  Length – 0.006 
miles.  Project#ACBR61141-ATRP(012); LCP#41-131-13; ATRIP#41-05-34 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto, for, and in consideration of the premises stated herein 
do hereby mutally promise, stipulate, and agree as follows:   
1. The County will acquire any additional right-of way, if needed, for the Project at no cost to 
the State or this Project.   
2. The County or its representative, if applicable to the Project, agree to adjust and/or relocate 
all utilities on the Project without cost to the State or this Project. 
3. The County or its representative, will provide the required surveys, complete the plans and 
perform all other preliminary engineering duties for the Project at no cost to the State or this 
Project.  The County will be responsible for submitting all required environmental documents to 
the State and obtaining approval prior to right-of-way acquisition or submittal of final plan 
assembly to the State.  The plans will be subject to the approval of the State and the Project will 
be constructed in accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this 
agreement.  
4. If necessary, the County will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 
(NOR)(Code Chapter 335-6-12) for the Project without cost to the State or this Project.  The 
County will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The County and the 
contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the State will have no 
obligation regarding the permit.  The County will furnish the State (Region) a copy of the permit 
prior to any work being performed by the contractor.   
5. The County will furnish all construction engineering for the Project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected and approved by the State as part of the Project cost.  The cost of 
construction engineering and inspection shall be included as part of the construction cost for the 
Project and will be paid from funds provided herein.   
6. The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials with State forces 
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when needed as part of the Project cost.  The cost of inspection and testing of materials shall be 
included as part of the construction cost for the Project and will be paid from funds provided 
herein.   
7. The County will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction (latest edition) on the Project and will ensure that 
alignment and grades on this Project meet the standards of the Alabama department of 
Transportation and that the Project will be constructed in accordance with the approved plans.  
8. The Project will be administered by the State and all cost will be financed, when eligible for 
Federal participation, on the basis of eighty (80) percent Federal ATRIP funds and twenty (20) 
percent County funds, unless otherwise noted below.  Any Federal aid non-participating costs 
shall be borne by the County at one hundred (100) percent.   
9. Funding for this agreement is subject to the availability of Federal ATRIP funds at the time 
of authorization.  The State will not be liable for Federal ATRIP funds in any amount.  It is 
understood that the amounts stated below are estimates only.  Any shortfall in funding or overrun 
in construction costs shall be borne by the County from Federal ATRIP funds, if available, from 
County Federal funds, if available, and from County funds.  In the event of an under-run in 
construction costs, the amount of Federal ATRIP funds will be the amount stated below, or 
eighty (80) percent of eligible costs, whichever is less. 
10. The estimated cost of the construction of this project will be provided from the funds 
outlined as follows:    
  Federal ATRIP Funds        $   257,356.40 
  County Funds              64,339.10 
  Total (Incl. E & I)     $   321,695.50  
11. The STATE will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the STATE will 
invoice the County for its prorata share of the estimated cost (if applicable) as reflected by the 
bid of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the County will pay this amount to the State no later 
than 30 days after the date bids are opened.  Payment must be received prior to award of the 
contract.    
12. A final audit will be made of all Project records after completion of the Project and a copy 
will be furnished to the Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, in accordance 
with Act 1994, No. 94-414.  A final financial settlement will be made between the parties as 
reflected by the final audit and this agreement.   
13. The County will submit reimbursement invoices for work performed under the terms of this 
agreement to the State within six (6) months after the completion and acceptance of the project.  
Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period will not be eligible for payment.  
14. Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the State, the County will assume full 
responsibility for maintenance of that part of the improvements which are not a part of the 
Alabama Highway Maintenance System.  Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the 
State, the County will maintain the project in satisfactory condition in accordance with the 
requirements of the Alabama Department of Transportation.  
15. The County shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the County shall protect, defend, 
indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, 
its officials, officers, and employees and their agents and/or assigns.   
16. For all claims not subject to Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify, 
and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, the 
officials, officers, and employees and their agents and/or assigns from and against any and all 
actions, damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount 
paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 
under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds required, 
authorized, or undertaken by the County pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) misuse, 
misappropriation, misapplication or misexpenditure of any source of funding, compensation or 
reimbursement by the County, its agents, servants, representatives,  employees or assigns. 
17. By entering into this agreement, the County is not an agent of the State, it officers, 
employees, agents, or assigns.  The County is an independent entity from the State and nothing 
in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  
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18. Each party will provide, without cost to the other, information available from its records that 
will facilitate the performance of the work.  
19. Nothing will be construed under the terms of this agreement by the State or the County that 
will cause any conflict with Section 23-1-63, Code of Alabama(7/24th Law). 
20. The County will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 
and/or Federal law) of the County, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.  
21. Exhibits M and N are attached and hereby made a part of this agreement.  
22. This agreement is made and expressly executed in the names of the parties hereto by their 
respective officers, officials or other persons who are authorized to execute it, and it is deemed 
by the parties to be an agreement or contract under seal.  
23. By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 
continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 
contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 
agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   
24. The terms of this agreement may be modified by supplemental agreement duly executed by 
the parties hereto.  
25. This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 
notice termination.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto cause this agreement to be executed by 
those officers, officials, and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 
be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 
Governor of Alabama.  
Exhibit M  
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS:  LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:   
1.  No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 
mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 
of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 
employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 
making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 
any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  
2. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 
Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 
other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 
participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 
Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
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certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-
recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   
EXHIBIT N 
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision in the agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.   
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

c. If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is 
subject to termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued 
payment of the agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   

d. In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be 
made, agreement will be subject to termination.   

NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The State and Consultant acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the 
Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, absent 
the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to 
this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the State, Consultant, 
or any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from 
the underlying contract.  
The County agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in part 
with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not be 
modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   
  
      
        Next, Mr. Hardee presented the Highway Department annual maintenance bid extensions.  
Mr. Hardee stated there are three first extensions from FY2016-2017 and three second extensions 
from FY2015-2016.     
 

The following vendors be awarded a one (1) year extension as stated in the bids under 
Section 2.1: 

First Extension (FY16-17) 
Bid#11-Maintenance Stone----------------------------------------Vulcan Materials Company 
Bid#12-Plant Cold Mix-----------------------------------Chris Clark Grading & Paving, Inc. 
Bid#13-Ready Mixed Concrete-----------------------------------------------Argos USA, LLC 
Second Extension (FY15-16) 
Bid#10-Picked up at the Plant Bituminous Treatment-----East Alabama Paving Co., Inc. 
Bid#12-Emulsified Asphalt---------------------------------Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc. 
Bid#17-Gasoline & Diesel Fuel------------------------------------Petroleum Purchasing, Inc., 
           dba:  Petro South 
 
 
Sheriff Jones stated that no objections had been noted on the proposed issuance of the 

restaurant retail liquor license for the El Potosino Grill located in District 4.  Commissioner Ham 
made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the restaurant 
retail liquor license for El Potosino Grill located at 7931 Alabama Hwy 51, Opelika, Alabama. 
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Sheriff Jones stated that no objections had been noted on the proposed transfer of the 
retail beer license for Discount Mart located in District 4.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to 
approve the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and 
carried unanimously.  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the transfer of 
the retail beer and wine license for Discount Mart located at 2028 Lee Road 166, Opelika, 
Alabama. 

 
 
Sheriff Jones stated that no objections had been noted on the proposed transfer of the 

retail beer and wine license for Lucky Stop N Shop located in District 5.  Commissioner Harris 
made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the transfer of 
the retail beer and wine license for Lucky Stop N Shop located at 7152 Stage Road, Auburn, 
Alabama. 

 
 
Sheriff Jones stated that no objections had been noted on the proposed transfer of the 

retail beer and wine license for Miller’s Groceries located in District 5.  Commissioner Harris 
made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the transfer of 
the retail beer and wine license for Miller’s Groceries located at 5321 Hwy 14, Auburn, 
Alabama. 

 
  Sheriff Jones stated that objections had been noted on the proposed transfer of a lounge 
retail liquor license for Miller’s Package Store located in District 5.  Commissioner Harris made 
a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham 
and carried unanimously.  

 
  BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the transfer of 
the lounge retail liquor license for Miller’s Package Store located at 5321A Hwy 14W, Auburn, 
Alabama. 

 
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented a Digital Information Cooperative 

Agreement from the State of Alabama.   Mr. Rendleman explained, as has been done in the past, 
the State is asking to partner and contribute $17,000 on the aerial photography project.  Judge 
English questioned when the company is scheduled to fly-over and Mr. Rendleman indicated the 
project is complete; the state is just requesting to participate financially to gain access to the data. 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the Agreement.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.       
 

 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented a proposed FY2017-2018 budget for 

Commission consideration.  Mr. Rendleman stated the overall proposed expenditure budget is 
$43,389,821 which is a 9.11% increase over the current budget.  Mr. Rendleman explained that 
almost $2.5 Million is associated with the use of fund balance that will be used for one-time 
capital projects or large equipment type purchases.  Additionally, about $1.2 Million in large 
equipment purchases will be off-set by the Highway Department’s dump truck fleet rotation 
program.  The true proposed ongoing operational budget is $39,760,924, which is a 5.22% 
increase over the current budget of $37,790,136.  Once again, Mr. Rendleman stated at least a 
5% rate or better is needed for sustainability of current services; however, we need to be in a 
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seven to eight percent range to be in a position of expanding services.  Mr. Rendleman explained 
the budget contains the following noteworthy items:  1) Employee health insurance single 
coverage will remain at 100% county provided; 2) merit raises are included; 3) Cost of Living 
adjustment of 1% to the Pay Classification Plan; and 4) General Fund carryover is the $700,000 
committed to the Courthouse Annex Project along with the reroofing of E and F wings of the 
original detention center already approved by the Commission.  We still have $2.3 Million in 
capital requests for the General Fund Departments that are currently unfunded like the Sheriff’s 
Office annual fleet rotation.  The requests will be revisited after the close of the current fiscal 
year to determine what, if any, funding will be available for the requests.       

 
After Mr. Rendleman’s presentation, Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the 

FY2017-2018 Budget as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long for 
discussion.  Commissioner Eckman questioned the allocation for ambulance services and 
indicated she feels real uncomfortable not funding their request.  Commissioners Long and 
Harris said they do not.  Commissioner Ham stated he agreed with Commissioner Eckman.  
Commissioner Eckman responded that when no ambulance responds, then they will feel 
uncomfortable.  Commissioner Harris stated that when the Commission prepares a budget they 
should all be in agreement and he thought the Commission had a consensus after the last budget 
work session.   Commissioner Harris stated the Family Enrichment Center had requested an 
additional $11,000, Reverend Clifford Jones had requested funding and the Commission told him 
no; he does not see where the Commission can provide an additional $30,000 - $60,000 without 
cutting from other agencies.  Commissioner Harris stated the Commission needs to be consistent 
and stated, “we just don’t have it”.   Further, Commissioner Harris stated he has talked to other 
counties that have funds to pave roads, and specified that if we have money, it should be used to 
pave roads.  Commissioner Harris then talked about the jail being at capacity and of the recent 
murders and questioned if the other Commissioners were not concerned about that.  
Commissioner Harris stated programs should be implemented in the jail and further stated he is 
aware of grants that can be utilized for those programs and stated there are other programs 
available to help inmates get their high school diploma (GED).  Commissioner Eckman stated 
that is not in the legal mandate.   Commissioner Harris indicated that it was a part of the 
Commission’s responsibility.  Commissioner Harris stated he would like to help young people in 
the community before they get in trouble by offering mentoring programs or other programs for 
the youth.  Commissioner Eckman stated she does not see how the Commission can deny the 
ambulance service the requested increase and see them provide the same service.  Commissioner 
Long questioned why this was not addressed two weeks ago.  Commissioner Harris stated that 
when he worked for the school system, he was advised not to vote on anything if it pertained to 
the school system or it could be an Ethics violation.  Commissioner Harris further stated he 
commended the administrator for allowing the Commission to have input on it.  Commissioner 
Harris further questioned where the $60,000 would come from.  Commissioner Ham questioned 
Mr. Rendleman to see if he could locate $30,000 for the ambulance service.  Mr. Rendleman 
stated he only has unallocated funds of $15,000.  Commissioner Ham stated if the Commission is 
comfortable, then he would like to commit the unallocated amount of $15,000 to the ambulance 
service.  Commissioner Long withdrew his second to the motion to approve the budget as 
presented.  Next, Commissioner Harris made an amendment to approve the budget with the 
unallocated amount of $15,000 to go to the ambulance service.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham.  The vote on the motion ended in a 2-2-1 tie vote with Commissioners 
Eckman and Ham voting “Yes”, Commissioners Long and Harris voting “No” and 
Commissioner Lawrence abstaining.    Judge English broke the tie by voting “Yes” on the 
underlying motion to approve the budget.              
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Fiscal Year 2017-2018
County Commission Budget

Operating
Transfers Inc./

Commission Funds Carryover** Revenues Expenditures In / (Out) (Dec.)
General Fund 1,060,553 31,423,379 28,231,144  (4,252,216) 572 
  
Gasoline Tax Fund 764,000 3,380,000 6,794,000  2,650,000 0 
RRR Gasoline Tax Fund 280,000 2,889,060 3,274,060  105,000 0 
  
Reappraisal Fund 377,416 1,542,556 1,919,972  0 
Capital Improvement Fund 550,000 550,000  0 
Judicial Facilities Fund 420,000 (420,000) 0 
  
         Operational 2,481,969 40,204,995 40,769,176  (1,917,216) 572 

Debt Service 
2004 Debt Service-Jail Expansion 718,429 1,295,925  577,496 0 
2010 Debt Service-Bridge Program 679,555  679,555 0 
2013 Debt Service-JC Expansion 660,165  660,165 0 
  
        Total County Commission Funds: 2,481,969 40,923,424 43,404,821  0 572 

** =Funds available above restricted reserved & designated fund balances for one-time expenditures like capital equip or projects
 
 
 Next, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to 
amend the County’s Pay Plan by a 1.0% increase effective September 30, 2017.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Last, Commissioner Eckman made a motion to authorize the Chairman to execute 
funding agreements with the agencies listed below for the amounts shown on the Service 
Contracts and Appropriation List for Fiscal year 2018, with an additional amount of $15,000 to 
the Emergency Transport Service for a total of $304,476.   The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham.  The vote on the motion ended in a 2-2-1 tie vote with Commissioners 
Eckman and Ham voting “Yes”, Commissioners Long and Harris voting “No” and 
Commissioner Lawrence abstaining.  Judge English broke the tie by voting “Yes” on the motion. 
 

 Contract Agencies: 
Lee-Russell Council of Governments             $158,744 
EAMC Emergency Medical Services             $304,476 

      Total Contract Agencies :          $463,220  
 

  Appropriation Agencies: 
Dept. Human Resources (Local)          $4,725 
Lee County Health Department              $118,168 
East Alabama Mental Health          $64,050 
Airport Terminal Project                         $100,000 
Auburn University Airport FAA projects $30,000 
Lee County Alternative Sentencing Board $40,000 
Judicial Volunteer Program            $12,000 
Alabama Cooperative Extension   $71,542 

  Soil & Water Conservation         $2,572 
Lee County Firefighters Association         $4,000 
Valley Haven School          $7,144 
Horseshoe Bend Library                           $23,592 
East Ala. Services for the Elderly       $9,526 
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Domestic Violence Intervention Center         $4,500 
Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama    $13,500 
American Red Cross - Lee Co Chapter    $11,973 
Community Market           $2,650 
Auburn Daycare Association          $5,557 
Museum of East Alabama          $2,650 
Lee County Historical Society          $9,410 
Jean Dean RIF Kiwanis           $1,588 
Family Enrichment Center of Loachapoka           $25,000 
The Salvation Army of Lee County                $2,500  
       Total Appropriation Agencies: $566,647 
 

  TOTAL OUTSIDE APPROPRIATIONS       $1,029,867 
  
 

Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann presented a funding request 
for the upcoming employee health and benefits fair on October 18.   Mrs. Swann requested up to 
$1,200 out of the contingent fund for food, decoration, and supplies, as well as cover the cost of 
any potential overtime incurred by the committee members.  Commissioner Lawrence made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the request as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously.       
  
  
 Judge English wished to recognize Maintenance Director Jerry Lynch and his department 
for all they do to set-up for an election.  Judge English asked Mr. Lynch to describe the process 
which included:   1) delivering voting machines and ballots; 2) setting-up tables and chairs; and 
3) putting out signs.  Judge English reminded the Commission that this entails 23 voting 
locations.   Judge English further indicated that once the election is over, the Maintenance 
Department has to take it all down and return it to storage.   Commissioner Harris stated he 
wished to discuss a problem with the last election.  Commissioner Harris stated the Absentee 
Box did not display the results like they are supposed to be displayed.  Further, Commissioner 
Harris stated one lady, who has lived at the same address for 34 years, did not receive her 
absentee ballot and he had to go see about it 3-4 times for the lady.  Commissioner Harris stated, 
in this instance, the lady’s street address had been changed, but someone had not made the 
correction in the system.  Commissioner Harris also discussed the Voting Rights Act of 1965; the 
Lee County Voters League; the gas tax Loachapoka receives; and last, he recognized 
Environmental Services employee John McDonald. 
 
 Upon Commissioner Harris’ recognition of Mr. McDonald, Mr. Hardee asked Mr. 
McDonald to stand and be recognized.  Mr. Hardee stated Chris Bozeman had recently resigned 
the position due to family and health reasons.  Mr. Hardee informed the Commission that he had 
recently appointed Mr. McDonald as Acting Environmental Services Director.  Further, Mr. 
Hardee stated Mr. McDonald, who has been with the county for nine years, has worked directly 
under Mr. Bozeman for the last five years, and stated he has full faith and confidence that Mr. 
McDonald can provide the same services during the transition as provided under Mr. Bozeman’s 
supervision.         
 
 
  Commissioner Lawrence recognized Sheriff Jones and asked him to mention Deputy 
Sheriff James Anderson.  Sheriff Jones mentioned that there was a memorial ceremony at the 
graveside yesterday, on the eighth anniversary of his death in the line of duty. 
 
 
     Commissioner Ham thanked the Sheriff and his staff for their testimony before the ABC 
Board concerning the denial of the renewal of the alcohol license for the Rhythm and Blues 
Sports Bar on US Highway 29 North.  Sheriff Jones thanked Commissioner Ham for being in 
Montgomery to testify as well.  
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          At approximately 6:35 p.m., Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to adjourn.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.  Judge English 
reminded all those in attendance that the next day was Primary Runoff Election Day, and to 
please go vote.  He predicted an 8% turnout ion Lee County.  He also reminded everyone that 
our next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 10 due to the Columbus Day holiday. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, Tuesday, October 10, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 

followed by an invocation by Judge English.  

 

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 

Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  No Elected 

officials were in attendance.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods 

and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.  

 

 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, Procurement card transactions from September and minutes of 

the September 25, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda items as presented.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and 

passed unanimously.   

 

 

 Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission representative Talitha Norris was not in 

attendance on the information placed in the packets concerning a request for help to address open 

graves which are present in several cemeteries.  Commissioner Ham stated he has talked with 

Mrs. Norris about the situation, which he stated is self-explanatory from the information 

included in the packets.  Commissioner Ham stated they presented several situations where 

vandals have gone in and opened or destroyed graves.  Further, Commissioner Ham stated he 

asked Mrs. Norris to get estimates on the cost to make the necessary repairs to the damaged 

graves.  Commissioner Ham stated he hopes something can be done.  Commissioner Lawrence 

questioned if family members had been contacted about them.  Commissioner Ham stated he did 

not know whether they had been contacted or not.  Further, he stated he believed Mrs. Norris had 

discussed it with him to see if the Commission is able to help.  Commissioner Lawrence then 

stated he thinks the graves are on private property and the county is not allowed to spend any 

funds on private property.  Further, Commissioner Lawrence said he agrees with Commissioner 

Ham, but he is not sure how the Commission can help.  Last, Commissioner Lawrence 

questioned Governmental Relations/Safety Manager Wendy Swann about the State Cemetery 

Commission.  Commissioner Eckman stated the State agency only documents the locations of 

the cemeteries, not help with upkeep.  Judge English stated he was not sure whether our local bill 

allowed us to spend county funds for this situation.  County Administrator Roger Rendleman 

stated the Commission can provide financial support to the Cemetery Commission itself, but is 

not sure if those funds can be spent on private property.   Judge English stated he will look up the 

local legislation and provide a copy to the Commission in their packets prior to the next meeting.  

Mr. Rendleman stated they are formed similar to the Lee County Recreation Board and the funds 

must be used for public purposes.  Further, Commissioner Harris stated the graves need to be 

respected, and that money should not come into play on the issue.  Commissioner Ham closed by 

saying that he would try to get volunteers together to clean up and fix the broken graves at the 

various cemeteries, rather than to use public funds.    

 

  

 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a variance request to the subdivision 

regulations for a proposed residential development on Lee Road 401.  Mr. Hardee explained that 

the owners are requesting a variance to section 5-6(9).  Specifically, the owners have requested a 

waiver to the spacing requirement for flag lots, which requires flag lots to be separated by the 

stopping distance for the road which the flag lot fronts or 250’ whichever is greater.   As required 

in Section 8-1, of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations, the County 

Engineer shall review the variance application and the circumstances, and make a 

recommendation in writing to the Commission at a regularly scheduled meeting.  Mr. Hardee 

stated this situation is similar to two variance requests brought before the Commission recently.   

Further, Mr. Hardee stated this is located in District 4 and stated the regulations do not allow two 
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flag lots to be side-by-side; the regulations require frontage of 90 feet.   Mr. Hardee stated 60-ft. 

is sufficient in this situation in his opinion, therefore he would recommend the Commission 

accept the variance request, but with the same stipulations as on the previous ones passed by the 

Commission, which would require a note to be placed on the plat, and on the deeds, and include 

an ingress and egress of 60-ft. wide.  Commissioner Ham stated he appreciated the fact that the 

Commission is willing to work with the landowners in these situations.  Upon Mr. Hardee’s 

recommendation, Commissioner Ham made a motion to allow the variance for the two-lot 

development on Lee Road 401.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and 

carried unanimously.   

 

  

 Next, Mr. Hardee presented a proposed amendment to the Lee County Subdivision and 

Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Hardee stated the proposed amendments are being 

suggested in response to these recent variance requests.  At this time, no action is being 

requested of the Commission; however, Mr. Hardee asked each Commissioner to review the 

proposed amendments so at the next regularly scheduled meeting, any questions or comments 

may be addressed and formal adoption of the amended regulations may be requested.  

Commissioner Ham stated he would like to see the proposed amendments approved, since he 

does not like having to address these variances so frequently.   

 

 

 Mrs. Swann discussed the ACCA Safety Incentive Program and asked that the Chairman 

be authorized to sign the documents.  Mrs. Swann stated all the requirements for the program 

have been completed, including the required safety meetings and the safety policies.  Upon this 

recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize Judge English to sign the 

necessary documents for the ACCA Safety Incentive Program.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.   

 

  

 Next, Mrs. Swann asked the Commission to consider a Lee County advertisement in the 

Business Alabama magazine as has been done in the past.   Mrs. Swann stated a ¼ page color ad 

is $1,800.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if Lee County would be the feature story.  Judge 

English stated the magazine does a focal spotlight story on a large county or grouping of smaller 

counties every other year.  Commissioner Lawrence then questioned if it would be an in the 

magazine for the whole year.  Mrs. Swann stated it would be in one monthly publication.  

Commissioner Ham questioned whether the county has benefitted from this advertising, if so, he 

would recommend that if the county has done it for three years, perhaps they should take a break.  

Judge English stated the county has approved this advertisement maybe twice in the last few 

years.  Commissioner Lawrence suggested having the ad feature more pictures of the county 

instead of being so wordy.  Commissioner Eckman stated she agreed with Commissioner Ham 

since the success is hard to measure, and since both cities are big on economic development.  

Commissioner Lawrence questioned the deadline.  Mrs. Swann stated October 25 is the deadline 

for the ad, with November 25 the deadline for content material.  Commissioner Harris stated he 

agreed with Commissioner Lawrence about economic development and stated he believed it 

would be worth it to do the advertisement.   After more discussion, Commissioner Lawrence 

made a motion to authorize a ⅓ page color advertisement for $1,564 in the Business Alabama 

magazine.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris.  The motion passed on a vote of 

3-2 with Commissioners Eckman and Ham voting “No”.    

 

 

 Commissioner Harris gave an update on the Alabama Council of Human Relations and 

stated a new member, Bennie Adams had taken Mr. Arthur Jordan’s place.  Further, 

Commissioner Harris stated the Board is willing to work with the Sheriff’s Office to talk to the 

community on crime and to reform prisoners.  Second, Commissioner Harris stated he had 

received a Certificate of Appreciation as Senior of the Year from AME Church.  Last, 

Commissioner Harris shared that he had met with the Mental Health Board and the Civil Rights 

Division.   
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 Mr. Rendleman presented the following documents for disclosure of the recent land 

purchased for recreation.  Mr. Rendleman explained that the documents must be put in the 

minutes and displayed on the website.  Mr. Rendleman stated the sales data and the contract must 

be included.    Following are the required documents for public viewing.   

 

   Land Purchases Consideration  
  
These properties where purchased to replace the existing properties in these areas intended for 
ballfields.  This was undertaken once a master plan was completed by the Foresite Group 
whose cost estimates indicted the need for several retaining walls and significant earthwork of 
close to $2 Million on each site.   
  
Replacement parcels were purchased on September 15, 2017:  
  
Beulah  – 42.58 Acres for $132,184.52  ($3,104.38 an acre)  
  
Beauregard - 43.46 Acres for $435,226.73  ($10,014.42 an acre)  
   
Beulah was below the sale comp average for the county but in-line with the area.  Beauregard 
was at the high-end of the sale comps for the county but more than double for the area.   
  
Foresite estimated that we will save $731,500 in Beauregard and $793,812 in Beulah on site 
work with the new properties.  Although Beauregard was on the high side, the county basically 
spent $567,411.25 to save $1,525,312 on both properties.  (We have a more recent estimate for 
Beauregard from Foresite that is closer to a savings of a million dollars, basically half that of the 
original site cost estimate)  
  
Other factors in Beauregard included:  
  

• Located next to the Beauregard Schools and existing sports fields  
• Power substation near northwest corner  
• Possibility to provide access to Lee Road 400 for the schools to relieve school day and 

sporting event traffic  
• Limited choices in a strong growth area  
• Once park develop starts, County may be able to increase rate of return on sale of 

original property near northeast corner of new better suited property adjacent to an 
existing neighborhood   
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AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE AND SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

THIS AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE AND SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

("Agreement") is made and entered into this 2nd day of June, 2017, by and between 

Charles W. Whatley and Ernest T. Whatley, (hereinafter referred to as "Sellers"), and 

LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA, a political subdivision of the State of Alabama 

(hereinafter referred to as "Purchaser"). 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

For and in consideration of the mutual, several, and reciprocal covenants hereinafter 

expressed, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 

which are hereby acknowledged, the parties intending to be legally bound do hereby 

agree as follows: 

l. PURCHASE AND SALE. Sellers agree to sell to Purchaser, and Purchaser 

agrees to purchase from Sellers, upon the terms and conditions herein set forth, that 

certain land containing approximately 42.5 acres, more or less, (hereinafter referred to 

as "land"), situated in Lee County, Alabama, said land being generally shown on the 

drawing attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and made a part hereof, and to be more 

specifically described in an Amended Exhibit "A" upon the completion of an accurate 

survey to be done at Purchaser's expense. Said survey shall be completed within one 

hundred twenty (120) days of the date of this Agreement. 

2. PRICE. The purchase price for the land shall be Ten Thousand Dollars 

($105000.00) per acre, and the final purchase price shall be determined upon the 

completion of the abovementioned survey, that is, the final purchase price shall be the 

number of acres times Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) per acre. The final purchase 

price shall be subject to prorations and adjustments as hereinafter set forth. 

3. TITLE. 

3.1. Sellers warrant that they have good and marketable fee simple 

title to the land. "Good and marketable title" shall mean title which is insurable by a 

reputable title insurance company at standard rates on the American Land Title 

Association form then in use in Lee County, Alabama. 

3.2. Purchaser shall have a period ending one hundred twenty (120) 

days after execution of this Agreement to have Sellers' title to the land examined. 

Should Purchaser's title examination reveal any legal defects in title to the land, 

Purchaser shall deliver to Sellers a written statement of such legal defects prior to the 

expiration of said one hundred twenty (120) days. Sellers shall have until the tenth 

(10th) day following receipt of such notice to satisfy all valid title objections, but Sellers 

shall have no obligation to do so. If Sellers fail to satisfy such objections within said 

period, then, at the option of Purchaser, evidenced by written notice to Sellers within 

five (5) days of the end of the above ten (10) day period, Purchaser shall either (i) 

terminate this Agreement or (ii) attempt to resolve the legal defects at Purchaser's sole 

cost and expense, with Sellers' cooperation provided Sellers shall not be required to 

incur any costs, or (iii) close the purchase of the land and receive the Warranty Deed 

from Sellers irrespective of such title objections. If Purchaser fails to make that election 

by the end of said five (5) day period, Purchaser shall be deemed to have elected to 

terminate this Agreement. 
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4. INSPECTION PERIOD; SELLERS' DOCUMENTS; INSPECTIONS; 

INDEMNIFICATION. 

(a) INSPECTION PERIOD. Purchaser shall have a period of one hundred 

twenty (120) days after the execution of this Agreement (the "Inspection Period") to 

satisfy itself as to any and all matters or conditions pertaining to the land and its 

intended development and use thereof. Notwithstanding anything contained herein to 

the contrary, in the event Purchaser determines, in its sole and absolute discretion, that 

the land is not satisfactory for any reason, Purchaser shall have the right to terminate 

this Agreement, without explanation for its reason of termination, on or before the 

expiration of the Inspection Period by delivering its notice in writing (the "Termination 

Notice") to Sellers. In such event, all rights and obligations hereunder shall cease and 

terminate. In the event this Agreement is NOT terminated by Purchaser within the 

Inspection Period, the parties hereto shall proceed to close this sale as set forth herein. 

(b) SELLERS' DOCUMENTS. Within thirty (30) days after the execution of 

this Agreement, Sellers shall furnish to Purchaser a copy of any and all existing 

permits, restrictions, title commitments, title policies and surveys, legal descriptions, 

engineering plans, environmental site assessments, approvals, licenses, drawings, 

plans, specifications, and applications which pertain to or affect the land and are in the 

possession of, or reasonably available to Sellers. 

(c) INSPECTION• "AS IS". During the Inspection Period, Purchaser shall 

have the right to enter the land in order to conduct inspections, tests, and studies (all at 

Purchaser's cost) including, but not limited to, engineering and environmental studies, a 

Phase I Environmental Study, geotechnical analyses, drilling or other digging to 

determine whether rock will adversely affect the proposed development, percolation 

tests, surveys, and topographic studies. Purchaser shall not cause or permit any unsafe 

condition to exist on the land as a result of any inspections, tests, or studies conducted 

by it or on its behalf and shall promptly restore the land to its condition existing prior to 

any inspection, test, or study. In the event of Closing, Purchaser shall be conclusively 

deemed to have accepted the land in its then "AS IS," "WHERE AS", and "WITH ALL 

FAULTS" condition, both as to property defects seen and unseen and conditions 

natural or artificial, without any warranties, express or implied (with the exception of 

any warranty of title provided for under the Warranty Deed and the warranties in 

Section 9 below). 

5. CLOSING. 

  5.1  The consummation of the sale of the land is referred to as Closing. 

The Closing Date shall be the date that is not more than one hundred eighty (180) days 

after the Lee County Commission ratifies and approves the purchase of the land by the 

execution of this Agreement or any extended date as permitted herein. The Closing 

shall be held at such place, time, and date as designated by the Purchaser. 

5.2 At Closing, Sellers shall convey the land to Purchaser by delivery 

to Purchaser of a duly executed Warranty Deed in a form satisfactory to Purchaser. 

Sellers shall pay for the preparation of the Warranty Deed. Sellers shall provide at 

Closing an Affidavit sufficient to allow Purchaser's title insurance company, if 

Purchaser elects to obtain title insurance, to delete the exception for the possibility of 

mechanics' and materialmen's liens and the blanket exception for parties in possession 

from any owner's policy of title insurance which Purchaser elects to obtain. The parties 

shall each execute and deliver such Closing statements, Affidavits, and other 
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documents necessary to consummate the sale and purchase of the land in accordance 

with the terms of this Agreement. 

5.3 Sellers shall pay the Alabama privilege tax imposed on the 

conveyance. Purchaser shall pay the other costs of recording the Warranty Deed, the 

cost of a survey, title examination, and, if title insurance is desired by Purchaser, any 

title insurance premiums. All real estate ad valorem taxes, utilities, and prepaid fees 

shall be prorated as of the Closing. If the Closing shall occur before the tax rate is fixed 

for the year in which the Closing occurs, such taxes shall be apportioned on the basis of 

the tax rate for the preceding tax year applied to the latest assessed valuation. Each 

party shall pay their own attorneys' fees and expenses. 

5.4 The provisions of this Paragraph 5 shall survive the Closing. 

6. MAINTENANCE OF THE LAND. Prior to Closing, Sellers shall 

maintain the land in its present condition, subject to normal wear and tear and casualty. 

Sellers shall not grant or permit any new encumbrances or other contracts or options on 

the land without the prior written consent of the Purchaser, and the Sellers shall not 

take any other act that might have a material, adverse effect on the land or the 

operations thereof as presently conducted. The trees and timber on the land shall not be 

cut, harvested, or affected in any way. The tress and timber are part of the land being 

sold by the Sellers to the Purchaser. 

7. NOTICES. Any notice required or permitted to be given hereunder shall 

be sufficient if in writing and sent by United States certified mail, return receipt 

requested, postage prepaid, by commercial courier or by hand delivery to the party 

being given such notice at the following addresses: 

 If to Sellers: Charles W. Whatley 

Ernest T. Whatley 

Auburn Apartments, LLC 606 

Lee Road 112 

                Opelika, Alabama 36804 

If to Purchaser: Lee County Commission 

215 South 9th Street 

Opelika, Alabama 36801 

With Copy To: Stanley A. Martin 

Lee County Attorney 

Post Office Box 2526 

Opelika, Alabama 36803-2526 

All such notices shall be effective as of the date first received or first refused. 

8. COMMISSIONS. The Sellers and the Purchaser hereby represent and 

warrant to each other, respectively, that no real estate commissions shall be paid in 

connection with this transaction. There are no real estate brokers or agents involved in 

this transaction. 

9. WARRANTIES OF SELLERS. Sellers warrant to Purchaser as follows: 

(a) To the best of Sellers' knowledge, the land complies with all laws, 

ordinances, rules, regulations, and requirements of each governmental 

authority or agency having jurisdiction over the land which are applicable 

to the land or to any part thereof or which are applicable to the use or 
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manner of use, occupancy, possession, or operation of the land. Sellers 

shall give prompt notice to Purchaser of any notice of such violation which 

shall be received by the Sellers prior to Closing. 

(b) To the best of Sellers' knowledge, there are no (i) hazardous or toxic 

wastes, substances, or materials contained in, on, or under the land, or (ii) 

contaminants, oil, pesticides, radioactive, or other materials present in, on, 

or under the land, the removal of which is required by, or the maintenance 

of which is prohibited by, and/or penalized pursuant to, any local, state, or 

federal agency, authority, or governmental unit. 

(c) Sellers have not received notice of any suits, judgments, or violations 

relating to the land or any zoning, building, fire, health, pollution, 

environmental protection, or waste disposal ordinance, code, law, or 

regulation which has not been heretofore corrected. To the best of Sellers' 

knowledge, there are no suits or judgments presently pending or threatened 

which would create a lien upon the land. Sellers shall give prompt notice to 

Purchaser of any such suit or judgment filed, entered, or threatened prior to 

Closing. 

(d) Except for any other possessory right evidenced by a document or 

instrument of record in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, 

Alabama or as heretofore disclosed to Purchaser in writing, no party is in 

possession of the land or any portion thereof, whether as a lessee or tenant 

at sufferance, other than Sellers. To the best of Sellers' knowledge, there 

are no assessments not of record in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 

Lee County, Alabama, condemnation or eminent domain actions or 

proceedings pending or threatened against the land or any portion thereof.  

(e) Sellers have not entered into or granted any currently effective option to 

purchase, right of first or last refusal to purchase, or agreement for the sale 

and purchase of the land or any portion thereof to any person or entity, 

except for this Agreement. 

(f) Sellers are not involved in any bankruptcy, reorganization, or insolvency 

proceeding. 

     No part of the land is the homestead of any natural person or the 

homestead of the spouse of any such person. 

10. SURVIVAL. All Sellers' warranties in Paragraph 9 of this Agreement 

survive Closing and shall not be merged into the Closing documents. 

11. INVALIDITY. If any of the provisions of this Agreement or the 

application thereof to any persons or circumstances shall be held by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement 

and such provisions as applied to other persons or circumstances shall be valid and 

enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

12. ENTIRE AGREEMENT MODIFICATION AND GOVERNING LAW. 

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties hereto with 

respect to the subject matter hereof and may not be modified, amended, or otherwise 

changed in any manner except by a writing executed by the party so to be charged. 
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This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the 

State of Alabama without regard to its conflicts of laws principles. 

13. BINDING EFFECT. This Agreement and all the covenants, terms, and 

provisions contained herein shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the 

parties hereto and their respective heirs, personal representatives, successors, and 

assigns. 

14. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. Time is of the essence with respect to this 

Agreement. 

15. SPECIAL PROVISIONS. 

15.1. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, all such 

executed counterparts shall constitute the same agreement, and the signature of any 

party to any counterpart shall be deemed a signature to, and may be appended to, any 

other counterpart. 

15.2. The provisions of this Agreement and of the documents to be executed 

and delivered at Closing are and will be for the benefit of Sellers and Purchaser only 

and are not for the benefit of any third party, and, accordingly, no third party shall have 

the right to enforce the provisions of this Agreement. 

15.3. The captions and headings appearing in this Agreement are for 

convenience of reference only and are not intended, to any extent or for any purpose, to 

limit or define the text of any provision hereof. 

15.4. The parties acknowledge that the parties and their counsel have reviewed 

and revised drafts of this Agreement and that the normal rule of construction to the 

effect that any ambiguities are to be resolved against the drafting party shall not be 

employed in the interpretation of this Agreement or any-exhibits hereto. 

15.5. This Agreement may not be recorded by Sellers or Purchaser hereto 

without the prior written consent of the other party hereto. 

15.6. In the event the time for performance of any obligation hereunder expires 

on a day that is not a business day, the time for performance shall be extended to the 

next business day. As used herein, the term "business day" shall mean any day other 

than a Saturday, a Sunday, or any day that is a legal holiday in the state of Alabama. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be 

executed on the day and year first above written. 

 
PURCHASER: SELLERS: 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA Charles W. Whatley 

By:  By:  

Chairman, Lee County Commission 

 

ATTEST: WITNESSES: 

Charles  W.  Whatley 
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12. EXHIBIT "A" 

DRAWING OF POTENTIAL SITE OF 42.5 ACRES 

(Said 42.5 acres being a portion of the real estate conveyed by Warranty Deed dated April 23, 

1998 from James L. Whatley, Esther W. Williams, and Martha W. McClendon to the Sellers 

herein, said Warranty Deed being recorded in Deed Book 2181, at Page 828, in the Office of the 

Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama)  

 

 

 Mr. Hardee updated the Commission on the ATRIP projects that have been completed, 

those under construction and those remaining in the plan/design phase.   The following is a 

listing of the projects.   

 

Lee County ATRIP Status Update: 

 Lee County was awarded 23 projects through the three rounds of ATRIP:  

    resurfacing  bridges 

 Round 1 –  1    7.178 miles 

 Round 2 –  2   16.005 miles 

 Round 3 – 20  18.819 miles 15 bridges  

 Total        23  42.002 miles 15 bridges 

 

As of October 5th, the ATRIP Status is as follows: 

 6 – resurfacing projects consisting of 35.997 miles have been completed 

 9 – bridge projects have been completed 

2 – resurfacing projects consisting of 6.005 miles have been let and are awaiting the start 

of construction (Lee Roads 279 & 175)  

3 – bridge projects have been let and awaiting the start of construction  

      (Lee Roads 144, 137 & 393) 

3 – bridge projects are in various stages of the design/right-of-way process  

      (Lee Roads 14, 417 & 249) 

 

Mr. Hardee stated since the first resurfacing ATRIP project the Lee County Highway 

Department has administered more that $13 million in completed projects.    As of October 1, the 

Highway Department personnel met the Construction Bureau deadline for plan assemblies, 

thereby securing the remaining projects in this program.  The remaining projects will require 

right-of-way acquisitions, and must be let to contract by December 2018, Mr. Hardee anticipates 

these projects to be constructed before that deadline.   Upon this presentation, Commissioner 

Harris thanked Mr. Hardee and the Highway Department personnel for their work on these 

projects.  Commissioner Harris wished to once again address the dirt road situation and stated the 

Commission needs to work with the ACCA to address it.  Commissioner Harris further stated 

other counties have funds to pave dirt roads, and stated he feels that Lee County should be able 

to do the same.  Commissioner Lawrence stated the Commission needs to focus on resurfacing 

and keeping the current paved roads up to standards, not pave additional roads and not be able to 

maintain them.  Further, Commissioner Lawrence stated this issue needs to be discussed along 

with ATRIP II.    

   Mr. Hardee discussed the issue of funding for the remainder of Lee Road 54.   Mr. 

Hardee stated that Lee County is currently under budget by approximately $2 million dollars in 

ATRIP I funds.  He has talked to several levels of ALDOT representatives concerning the 

possibility of us using those unspent dollars to complete the entire Lee Road 54 project as 

originally proposed, but so far, has had no luck in securing a commitment to allow us to access to 

those funds.  Mr. Hardee reminded the Commission that the entire road was included in the 

original proposal, but a portion had to be cut back for the final submission.  Judge English stated 

he understands ALDOT will not consider allowing the use of any unspent funding until all 

ATRIP projects are closed out.  Mr. Hardee concurred.  Judge English said that ALDOT 

considers the remaining portion of Lee Road 54 to be a new project, which would not be 

permissible under ATRIP criteria, while Lee County considers it to be the remainder of a project 

which was scaled back at ALDOT’s request. 
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Last, Mr. Hardee updated the Commission on the Columbus-Phenix City Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO).  Mr. Hardee stated the 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) for the MPO was approved at the recent Policy Coordinating Committee meeting.  

Included in the plan was funding for five Lee County resurfacing projects totaling 21.8 miles, in 

Districts 3, 4 and 5, which totals over $4 million in federal funding over the next four years.   As 

a comparison, it would take the county nearly eight years to accumulate this amount of funding 

through the regular federal aid program.  Mr. Hardee explained this funding requires a 20% 

match by the county and is only eligible to be spent on roads classified as a collector or arterial 

route that are located within that MPO, and these funds in no way affect the regular federal aid 

program or the funding available through the Auburn-Opelika MPO.  Commissioner Harris 

questioned why there was not any funding for the Beauregard and Loachapoka areas.  Mr. 

Hardee stated those areas do not fall in the zone of the Columbus-Phenix City MPO.  

Commissioner Harris stated a proposal should be taken to the Board to change it.  Mr. Hardee 

explained that the Rural MPO has no funding source, but the Columbus-Phenix City MPO does 

have a funding source.   Commissioner Long questioned the western part of Lee Road 249, since 

most of the traffic is on that side.  Mr. Hardee stated traffic is only one factor, several other 

factors are involved.  Judge English congratulated Mr. Hardee on the success, and informed the 

Commission that he sent Mr. Hardee with his proxy, and was very satisfied with the results.   Mr. 

Hardee stated all the success needs to be attributed to Assistant Engineer Patrick Harvill, since he 

had orchestrated Lee County’s portion.        

 

 

At approximately 6:15 p.m., Judge English adjourned into Executive Session concerning 

a personnel matter.  Judge English indicated that the following be in attendance:  County 

Administrator Roger Rendleman, Human Resource Director Erica Norris, County Attorney Stan 

Martin, Attorney Robbie Hyde and Lori Kern.  Judge English stated the session should last 

approximately 30 minutes and no official action would be taken at the conclusion.  

Commissioner Harris made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session, seconded by 

Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.   

 

 

Upon reconvening after the Executive Session, at approximately 8:10 PM, Commissioner 

Ham made a motion to adjourn.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 

unanimously.   
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Monday, October 30, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 

 

Terry Buford appeared before the Commission concerning the recycling center located on 

US Highway 29 South.  Mr. Buford reminded the Commission he had appeared before the 

Commission at least twice on this subject and asked the Commission to help his situation.  Mr. 

Buford again invited the Commission to visit his home to see for themselves the dust and noise 

that is generated from the recycling center.  Mr. Buford stated due to the noise, he is unable to 

sleep later than 7:00 AM, and due to the dust generated from the grinding of construction 

materials, he is unable to even sit outside on his porch.  Mr. Buford stated he served his country 

and is a retired veteran.  Mr. Buford pleaded with the Commission to help his situation.  Mr. 

Buford stated he had contacted ADEM and the Lee County Health Department who had referred 

him back to the Commission.   Commissioner Ham stated unfortunately the situation is as Mr. 

Buford reports, but the Commission has no authority.   Commissioner Lawrence questioned who 

Mr. Buford had called with the State, and Mr. Buford stated he had talked with ADEM.  

Commissioner Lawrence stated he would contact someone with that agency to see if they can 

give assistance since they address air quality and water quality.   Judge English questioned how 

far from Mr. Buford’s property to annex into the City of Auburn.  Mr. Buford stated the highway 

divides the city limits.  Judge English advised Mr. Buford to talk to the City of Auburn before he 

tries to annex to see if they could provide any assistance with the problem.  Commissioner Harris 

indicated he had met with Mr. Buford and agreed it is a bad situation from the dust and the noise 

coming from the facility.  Commissioner Harris stated the Commission could write a letter to 

ADEM about the situation.  Commissioner Harris questioned County Attorney Stan Martin if the 

county had any way to help.  Mr. Martin stated he would look into the self-governance act to see 

if it may give the county authority to address the issues.  Once again, Mr. Buford invited the 

Commission to come to his house on Saturday when the facility is grinding the construction 

materials so they can see for themselves how bad the situation is.    Judge English empathized 

with Mr. Buford, but stated each Commissioner had already been down to look at it.  Mr. Buford 

stated he would appreciate any help that the Commission could provide.     

 

 

Commissioner Harris invited all in attendance to the Voter’s League meeting on 

November 6; Sheriff Jones would be the speaker.  Second, Commissioner Harris invited all in 

attendance to a benefit program for Christine Patrick on November 5 at Pleasant Hill AME 

Church at 1308 Auburn Street, Opelika.  Last, he stated he will hold a public hearing in 

Beauregard to mobilize the people.  Commissioner Harris stated he wanted to hold a work 

session on roads and to hold a meeting with the legislature to address some things with them.    

  

 

The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 

Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 

official(s) in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 

reporter Rebekah Martin and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.  

 

 

Judge English recognized Probate Office Chief Clerk Becky Freeman who began 

working in Macon County Probate in 1981 and served 19 years there, then came to Lee County 

in 2000 and has served 17 years here.  Judge English stated Ms. Freeman has served under four 

Judges over this time frame.  Judge English stated he wanted to show the Commission the type 

of dedicated individuals that work for Lee County.    Judge English thanked Ms. Freeman for her 

dedicated service.    Ms. Freeman thanked the Commission for the opportunity to work for Lee 

County.   
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Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the October 10, 2017 meeting.  Also, first 

reading was made on the Lee County Department of Human Resources for three positions, they 

are:  Angela Colvin-Burque, Cecil M. Yarbrough and Rev. Clifford E. Jones.  Commissioner 

Ham made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and passed unanimously.   

 

 

  County Engineer Justin Hardee presented draft amendments to the Lee County 

Subdivision and Land Development Regulations for Commission consideration.  Mr. Hardee 

reminded the Commission he provided a copy to each Commissioner at the last meeting for their 

review.  Mr. Hardee stated this would only pertain in situations where shared access points are 

present.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated in amending the regulations it would alleviate the need to 

present it to the Commission each time a request for a variance of this nature comes up.  Mr. 

Hardee stated it pertains to a subdivision with no more than 5 lots and it must be shown on a plat 

recorded in the Probate Office with a notice and legal disclaimer on the plat and recorded with 

the deeds of all lots abutting the shared private drive.  There was some question whether it 

should be placed on the deed or the plat or both.  Mr. Hardee stated the proposed amendment 

requires the note on the plat and the deed, but said some of the Commissioners had indicated that 

the plat was enough.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if a separate agreement could be 

attached.  Mr. Martin agreed and stated an agreement could be recorded along with the other 

documents.  Mr. Hardee stated once passed, the Highway Department would contact the 

developers and the amended version would be available on the county website.  Judge English 

questioned the effective date.  Mr. Hardee stated that would be at the pleasure of the 

Commission.   Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the proposed amendments to 

the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations as originally presented.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously. 

 

 

 Judge English presented the following Resolution to support the Lee County Board of 

Education’s request to authorize the Severe Weather Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday.  Judge 

English stated since the Board receives a majority of the sales tax, the Commission normally 

supports their wishes.   Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to pass the following Resolution 

and authorize the Chairman to sign it.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and 

carried unanimously.      

 

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR LEE COUNTY’S ANNUAL PARTICIPATION IN THE 

“SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS SALES TAX HOLIDAY” AS AUTHORIZED BY 

40-23-230 THROUGH 40-23-233, CODE OF ALABAMA 1975 
 

WHEREAS, during its 2012 Regular Session, the Alabama Legislature enacted Act No. 

2012-256 (40-23-230 through 40-23-233, Code of Alabama 1975), effective April 26, 2012, 

which provides an exemption of the state sales and use tax for certain purchases related to severe 

weather preparedness supplies during the first full weekend in February 2012 and the last full 

weekend of February in subsequent years; and  

 

WHEREAS, 40-23-233, Code of Alabama 1975, authorizes the county commission to 

provide for an exemption of county sales and use taxes for purchases of items covered by the Act 

during the same time period in which the state sales and use tax exemption is in place, provided a 

resolution to that effect is adopted at least thirty days prior to 12:01 a.m. on the last Friday in 

February; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission has affirmatively voted to grant the exemption 

of county sales and use taxes on purchases covered by 40-23-230 through 40-23-233, Code of 

Alabama 1975, during the last weekend of February, beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the last Friday 

in February and ending at twelve midnight on the last Sunday in February, beginning in February 

2018 and continuing on the last full weekend of February each year thereafter until and unless 
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annual participation is rescinded by further action of the county commission; and 

WHEREAS, Code of Alabama 1975, § 11-51-210(e) requires that the county 

commission notify the Alabama Department of Revenue of any new local tax or amendment to 

an existing local tax levy at least 30 days prior to the effective date of the change; and  

 

WHEREAS, the exemption of certain county sales and use taxes for the last full 

weekend of February herein adopted by the county commission is an amendment to the county’s 

sales and use tax levy warranting notice to the Alabama Department of Revenue as provided in 

Code of Alabama 1975, § 11-51-210(e); 

 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Board of Education sent a copy of the Minutes held 

October 17, 2017 showing the Board’s approval of the 2018 Severe Weather Preparedness Tax 

Holiday.  In support of this decision, the Lee County Commission approved the Resolution in 

support of the sales and use tax holiday for items covered by Act 40-23-233; 

 

WHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it does 

hereby provide for an exemption of the county sales and use tax on purchases of items covered 

by 40-23-230 through 40-23-233, Code of Alabama 1975, beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the last 

Friday in February and ending at twelve midnight on the last Sunday in February, beginning in 

February 2018 and continuing on the last full weekend of February each year thereafter until and 

unless annual participation is rescinded by further action of the county commission. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the 

minutes of the October 30, 2017 meeting of the Lee County Commission, and be immediately 

forwarded to the Alabama Department of Revenue in compliance with Code of Alabama 1975, § 

11-51-210(e). 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission has caused this Resolution to 

be executed in its name and on its behalf by its Chairman on this the 30th day of October 2017. 

 

 

 Mr. Hardee presented a plat of Etheridge Subdivision for Commission final plat approval.  

Mr. Hardee stated the preliminary plat had been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements 

of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations. The proposed subdivision is 

located adjacent to Lee Road 360.  The adjacent property owners were notified of the 

development via letters sent out on October 11.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Harris to approve the plat for Etheridge Subdivision.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

  

 County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the Tax Revenue Enhancement 

Agreement for revenue administration by Revenue Discovery Systems (RDS) for Commission 

approval.  Mr. Rendleman explained this is a three-year renewal with RDS to collect sales, 

alcohol, cable franchise, video rental, and severance taxes for Lee County.   Commissioner Ham 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the three-year agreement with 

Revenue Discovery Systems.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

At approximately 5:45 p.m., Judge English adjourned into Executive Session concerning 

a personnel matter.  Judge English indicated that the following be in attendance:  County 

Administrator Roger Rendleman, Human Resource Director Erica Norris, County Attorney Stan 

Martin and employee Lori Kern.  Judge English stated the session should last approximately 20 

minutes and official action would likely take place at the conclusion.  Commissioner Lawrence 

made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session, seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried 

unanimously.   
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Upon reconvening the Executive Session, at approximately 6:10 PM, Commissioner 

Lawrence made a motion to accept the report issued by Mr. Rendleman.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Ham for discussion.  Commissioner Harris made a motion to not 

accept Mr. Rendleman’s report.  Judge English reminded Commissioner Harris a motion and 

second were already on the table.  Commissioner Harris stated he wished to discuss it further.  

Commissioner Lawrence called for the question, seconded by Commissioner Ham to call for the 

question.  The call for the question passed on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner Harris voting 

“No.”  Then Judge English called for a vote on the underlying motion and it passed on a vote of 

4-1 with Commissioner Harris voting “No.” 

 

 

Before adjourning, Commissioner Ham recognized Governmental Relations/Safety 

Coordinator Wendy Swann for the good job she did on the Benefits Fair last week.     

 

  

Commissioner Lawrence then made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Long and the motion carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, November 13, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 
official(s) in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.  

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from October and minutes of the 
October 30, 2017 meeting.  Also, first reading of Julie Rendleman to the Public Building 
Authority and Garnett McCollum to the Beulah Utilities District were made.  Commissioner 
Long made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Ham and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the following Resolution for second 
reading to the Lee County Department of Human Resources on three positions.  The motion 
carried unanimously.     
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Angela Colvin-
Burque, Cecil M. Yarbrough and Rev. Clifford E. Jones to the Lee county Department of Human 
Resources Board to serve a six-year term ending September 1, 2023. 

 
 
Judge English stated he previously included in the packets the evaluation results for the 

county administrator and county engineer.  Tonight, he would ask the Commissioners to 
determine what action they wish to take on the matter.  In addition, in today’s meeting packets he 
included the Minutes of the meeting held November 24, 2014 as a reminder of the action last 
taken on it.  Judge English stated it was the pleasure of the Commission on whether to give the 
county administrator and county engineer a pay increase.  Commissioner Lawrence asked if 
Judge English had a recommendation.  Judge English stated he did not feel that it was his place 
to make one.  Further, Judge English stated the Commission may consider that the last time the 
two were granted a salary increase, based on merit, other than cost of living adjustments, was 
2014.  Commissioner Lawrence stated a grade of “4” or above was given to each on their 
respective evaluations and felt they both were deserving of an increase.   After discussion, 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to grant a 5% increase to both.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long for discussion.   Commissioners Eckman, Long and Ham all 
said they could support that.  Commissioner Harris disagreed with the motion, because he stated 
that every time a citizen comes before the Commission they are told the county does not have 
any additional funds.  Further, Commissioner Harris disagreed with the proposed salary increase 
and questioned Mr. Hardee on whether he had received an increase since 2014 or not.  Mr. 
Hardee stated he had received the same COLA increase as other county employees, but had not 
received a merit increase since that time.  Once again, Commissioner Lawrence asked the 
Commission to give the motion, since neither have received merit increases along the way.  After 
more discussion, vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.   

 
Teresa McCloud was not in attendance concerning Lee Road 75.  Mr. Hardee stated he 

had received the complaint and had a crew place rock material on the road.  Commissioner 
Harris asked to move the item to the next agenda.   Mr. Hardee further stated he had talked to 
Board of Education Transportation Director Lee Lindsey about the issue and Mr. Lindsey stated 
he felt that the gravel would fix the concerns of Ms. McCloud.  Commissioner Harris interjected 
that other bus drivers had concerns about the road, not just Mrs. McCloud.    
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Johnny Black appeared before the Commission concerning the scaping of several roads 
near him on Lee Road 246.  Mr. Black stated he felt the roads were mere driveways and wished 
to take issue with it.  Mr. Hardee explained that during the identifying of county roads, several 
roads in this area had been identified by the Highway Department as being scraped in years past.  
Therefore, the Highway Department had identified them with an A & a B added to the road 
number, for identification purposes only.  Mr. Hardee stated he and Commissioner Ham would 
meet with Mr. Black to try to address Mr. Black’s concerns.    

 
 
David McBride was not in attendance concerning Sunday alcohol sales for Buck Wild 

Saloon. 
 
 
Commissioner Long discussed erosion and drainage issues at the Lee County Park at 

Smiths Station.  Commissioner Long stated that due to safety concerns he would request that the 
Highway Department be authorized to make the repairs.  Mr. Hardee stated he had met with 
representative from the City of Smiths Station and they had looked at the situation.  Mr. Hardee 
stated he thinks it will take a crew about a week to a week and a half to perform the repairs.  Mr. 
Hardee further stated the repairs would include:  grass seeding and mulching to stop erosion and 
to install a drop inlet in another area.  Commissioner Ham agreed and stated his concern was for 
children playing in the area.  Mr. Hardee stated a safety grate would be installed and would be 
secured.  Commissioner Harris stated this issue had come up before, but he feels that recreation 
funds should be used for this purpose.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to allow the 
Highway Department to make the necessary repairs as presented.  It was understood that the 
Highway Department crew and equipment would be used, and that any out-of-pocket expenses 
for materials, etc. would be charged to recreation funds.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long and carried on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner Harris voting, “No.” 

 
 
Sheriff Jones presented a transfer of a retail beer license application for Tri Mart located 

in District 2.   Sheriff Jones stated no objections have been noted on the proposed transfer.   
Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the beer license 

for Tri Mart located at 2040 Lee Road 137, Suite A, Auburn, Alabama. 
 
     
Sheriff Jones presented a transfer of a retail beer and retail table wine application for the 

Short Stop located in District 3.  Sheriff Jones stated no objections have been noted on the 
proposed transfer.  Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the retail beer 

and retail table wine license for the Short Stop located at 7633 Lee Road 240, Phenix City, 
Alabama.   

 
 
Last, Sheriff Jones presented a transfer of a restaurant retail liquor license application for 

The Outfield.  Sheriff Jones stated no objections have been noted on the proposed transfer.  
Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the following Resolution.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve a restaurant 

retail liquor license for The Outfield located at 7633A Lee Road 240, Phenix City, Alabama.   
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Mr. Hardee requested the Commission designate the southwest portion of Lee Road 80 
maintained by Lee County as a “No Truck” route.   Mr. Hardee stated Alabama Power is 
constructing a new power substation just inside the city limits of Auburn and as in the past with 
these projects, Lee County’s roads are subject to an increased amount of heavy truck traffic.  
This project alone is expected to involve about 5,000 truckloads.  This “No Truck” route 
designation will help ensure heavy truck traffic will not negatively impact Lee Road 80 and will 
keep all through trucks on alternate routes better suited to handle the heavy loads.  Mr. Hardee 
stated this designation will be for 1.0 mile, extending eastward from the junction of Lee Road 80 
and Lee Road 188, along Lee Road 80 and will apply to all through trucks, not just those 
associated with Alabama Power.   Mr. Hardee further stated that trucks needing to deliver to 
addresses inside the designated area will be allowed to do so, as they are not through trucks, but 
are trucks that have a point of origin or destination along this designated portion of Lee Road 80.   
Mr. Hardee stated once approved, the Highway Department will erect signs at the affected area.   
Commissioner Ham questioned the penalty if trucks traveled the posted area.  Mr. Hardee stated 
he would ask Sheriff Jones to address the question.  Sheriff Jones stated it would be a state 
violation, but he did not know the exact penalty.  Commissioner Ham then questioned if it would 
go against the drivers’ licenses and Sheriff Jones answered in the affirmative.  Bo Smith 
questioned whether this route would inadvertently affect Lee Road 81 (Mrs. James’ road) and 
questioned if other roads would be affected also.   Mr. Hardee stated Alabama Power had 
coordinated with Lee County and the City of Auburn, and Alabama Power had provided him 
with their pit location, and stated Alabama Power did not identify using that road.    Mr. Hardee 
stated they were trying to stay one step ahead and stated the Highway Department has taken 
video of the current condition of the roads in the area and will be contacting Alabama Power 
once the project is complete for assistance with any necessary repairs.  Upon further discussion, 
Commissioner Lawrence stated he would add Lee Road 81 up to the Auburn City Limits to the 
“No Truck” route.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion to designate portions of Lee Road 80 
and Lee Road 81 as a “No Truck” route.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence 
and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Mr. Hardee presented the following Resolution, quitclaim deed and certification on 

vacation of right-of-way on Lee Roads 259, 260 and 277 for Commission approval.  Mr. Hardee 
stated County Attorney Stan Martin has reviewed the documents and has included his 
recommendation in the packets.    Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the Resolution, 
quitclaim deed and the certification as presented and authorize Judge English to sign the 
necessary documents.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried 
unanimously.   

     RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, Steven W. Corbett presented to the Lee County Commission his statement 

inwriting, duly executed and acknowledged, setting forth that he is the owner of all the lands 
abutting upon the hereinafter described part or portion of the hereinafter named roadways and 
that he desires to vacate said roadways and he does, by this petition indicate his desire to vacate 
the same; and   

 
WHEREAS, the abutting landowners, David R. McCollum, Limoscene, LLC, Diplomat, 

LLC, and Halawalka Investments, L.P., Thomas David Hosey, Audrey Allison Hosey, Caleb S. 
Cofield, Rachel C. Cofield, Donald Scott Cofield, Kristen J. Cofield, Cody Ragsdale, Jorden 
Martinez, Lucas T. Callaway, Chester Vernon Frost, Norma Jean Frost, Jeffrey Jay Williams, R. 
Lewis Tillery, Robert S. Miller and Jennifer J. Miller, have signed the petition to have the 
roadways vacated; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Commissioners of the Lee County, Alabama Commission do find that it 

is in the public’s interest that said roadways be vacated and do assent to and approve the vacation 
thereof and the annulment of said part or portion of said roadways to the use of the public.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County, Alabama Commission, 
that the act of the aforementioned parties in vacating and annulling the following described part 
or portion of the following named roadways in the Lee County, Alabama, to-wit:   

A.  All of Lee Road 277 and Lee Road 259, lying and being located within the real 
property shown on Exhibit “A” and further described on Exhibit “B” and Exhibit “C”, 
all attached hereto.   

B. All of Lee Road 260 which is southeast of the following described point of beginning 
and which lies within the real property described on Exhibit “A” and further 
described on Exhibit “B” and Exhibit “C”, all attached hereto.  Said point of 
beginning is determined by commencing at the Northwest corner of Section 34, 
Township 20 North, Range 28 East, Lee County, Alabama, thence run South 87 
degrees 23 minutes 28 seconds East a distance of 3,624.43 feet to the point of 
beginning, all as more particularly shown on Exhibit “D” attached hereto and made a 
part hereof.    

 
Be and the same is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed and the assent of the 

Chairman and Commissioners of the Lee County, Alabama Commission, to such action is hereby 
given.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Lee County, Alabama remise, release, quitclaim, to 

the Steven W. Corbett whatever right, title and interest the said Lee County, Alabama may have 
acquired in and to the hereinabove part or portion of the hereinabove named roadways by virtue 
of the dedication, usage or otherwise, and that Bill English as Chairman of the Commission, be 
and he is hereby authorized and directed on behalf of Lee County, Alabama to execute a 
quitclaim deed to Steven W. Corbett carrying out the intention of this paragraph and that Alice 
McCall, Deputy Administrator, be and she is hereby authorized and directed on behalf of Lee 
County, Alabama to attest the same.   
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Mr. Hardee requested that the item concerning the speed limit on Lee Road 317 be 
removed from the agenda. 

 
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented a proposal from Foresite Group for 

the next phase in the recreation property recently purchased for Beauregard and Beulah.  Mr. 
Rendleman indicated that the fees are reasonable and further stated the company is already 
familiar with both properties and the master plans for both recreation areas.  Upon this 
recommendation, Commissioner Ham made a motion to authorize Judge English to sign the 
agreements as presented for each property.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long 
and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Last, Commissioner Lawrence reminded the Commission of the upcoming ACCA 

Legislative Conference in December and encouraged all to attend.  Commissioner Lawrence 
stated several items are being discussed by the Legislative Committee, including:  broadband 
initiative, jail and mental health issues, and road funding.  Further, Commissioner Lawrence 
discussed the future shifting demographics with an aging population and looking at how to meet 
those demands in the future.  Commissioner Ham stated he had talked to Senator Dial who stated 
the legislators were pushing the ATRIP II program.   Commissioner Harris stated he had asked 
Mr. Rendleman, at the last Commission meeting, to set-up a meeting with the delegation.  Mr. 
Rendleman stated the Commission needs to decide, when and if they wish to meet with the 
delegation, because he cannot set the meeting.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the 
Commission has a Legislative agenda.  Commissioner Ham answered, “No.”  Commissioner 
Lawrence further questioned if there was anything new to present to the delegation.  No 
responses were identified. 

 
 
Commissioner Long made a motion at approximately 6:00 PM to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, November 27, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Harris.  

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 
official(s) in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.  

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the November 13, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Commissioner Harris brought up an issue on the construction of a cul-de-sac on Lee 
Road 425.  Commissioner Harris recognized Kerry Scroggins and asked Mr. Scroggins to 
address the issue since Mr. Scroggins’ property abuts the area of concern.  Mr. Scroggins asked 
the Commission to rescind the motion which requires for two cul-de-sacs on Lee Road 425.  Mr. 
Scroggins stated it would save county funds which, in turn, could be utilized elsewhere.  Mr. 
Scoggins stated it sounded like a good idea at the time of the closure, but since the dam has been 
closed, he has had little to no traffic at the location.  Commissioner Long stated he agreed, would 
ask Commissioner Harris to hold off on a motion until he is able to speak to the fire chief of 
Smiths Station Fire and Rescue, because it’s the fire department’s understanding that cul-de-sacs 
will be constructed at the location.  Commissioner Long stated he would like to discuss it with 
the fire chief to be sure there would be no issues if a fire truck needs to turn around at the 
location.  Mr. Scoggins stated FedEx has made deliveries and has had no issues in turning around 
in his driveway, further, Mr. Scroggins stated he thinks a fire truck would be able to do the same.  
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented pictures of the location to the Commission.  Further, 
Mr. Hardee stated after looking at the area he would only be able to get a 50-ft. radius for a 
turnaround.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated he talked to Lee County Board of Education 
Transportation Director Lee Lindsey about the bus situation, and Mr. Lindsey stated if no more 
than a 50-ft. radius could be obtained, it would not benefit the bus drivers.  Judge English 
questioned where the buses turn around now.  Mr. Scroggins stated the bus stop is located about 
three houses above his house.   After more discussion, Commissioner Long once again stated he 
agrees with saving money, but he would like to be given an opportunity to speak to Smiths 
Station Fire and Rescue first, and afterwards he would agree to bring it back for consideration.   
 
     
 Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the following Resolution for second 
reading to the Public Building Authority.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and 
carried unanimously.     
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Julie Rendleman to 
serve on the Public Building Authority board. 

 
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution for second 

reading to the Beulah Utilities District Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence and carried unanimously.     
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Garnett McCollum to 
the Beulah Utilities District Board to serve a four-year term beginning December 1, 2017 and 
ending December 1, 2021.  

Travis Carlisle was not in attendance to address concerns with Lee Road 392.  Judge 
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English asked Mr. Hardee to address the issue.  Mr. Hardee stated that Mr. Carlisle was 
dissatisfied with the way the Highway Department was maintaining the road.   Mr. Hardee stated 
Mr. Carlisle had called in October about the material that had been used on the road.  
Commissioner Harris stated he had talked to Mr. Carlisle who was being disrespectful of the 
Highway Department.  Judge English stated basically Mr. Carlisle is wanting the Highway 
Department to bring several more truckloads of material to the road, but a neighbor has stated he 
does not want any more of the material placed on the road.  No action was taken by the 
Commission.   

 
 
Commissioner Harris asked the Commission to consider setting a legislative work session 

for several of his concerns.  Commissioner Harris stated three items of discussion to include:  1) 
mental health; 2) roads and 3) more county authority.   Commissioner Harris stated he had talked 
with members of the delegation who would like to sit down to hear the concerns of the entire 
Commission.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned who he had talked with.   Commissioner 
Harris stated he had talked to Representatives Warren and Bandy and Senator Whatley.   
Commissioner Lawrence stated all three items were being discussed by the legislature on the 
state level.    Commissioner Ham stated each Commissioner needs to discuss the items with 
members of the delegation on an individual basis.  Commissioner Harris disagreed and stated 
talking to the delegation individually was not working.  Commissioner Lawrence then stated that 
normally the Commission meets with delegation on local issues, and the items mentioned were 
all statewide issues.  Commissioner Ham further stated it was too late since there would not be 
enough time for advertising before the session starts in January.  Commissioner Ham suggested 
that Commissioner Harris hold a town hall meeting in District Five like Commissioner Ham does 
in District Four.  Further, Commissioner Ham suggested to wait until next year to meet with 
them.  Commissioner Harris reminded the Commission that next year is an election year.  No 
action was taken by the Commission.    

 
 
Judge English presented the following Resolution for refinancing a bond issue for the Lee 

County Board of Education.   Mr. Rendleman explained that they are calling the bonds and 
refinancing them with a bank loan, not by bonds.    Mr. Rendleman stated the refinancing will 
get the debt out of the county’s financial statements, and would only be in the notes as the 
responsible issuing party.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Harris to authorize the Chairman to sign the documents as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously.      
 

ESCROW TRUST AGREEMENT 
between 

LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA, 
LEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

and 
REGIONS BANK  

Dated as of December 1, 2017 
 

This instrument prepared by: 
P. Nicholas Greenwood 

Hand Arendall LLC 
1801 5th Avenue North, Suite 400 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 

 

This ESCROW TRUST AGREEMENT between LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA, a 
political subdivision of the State of Alabama (herein called "the County"), LEE COUNTY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION, a quasi-corporation under the laws of the State of Alabama (herein 
called "the Board") and REGIONS BANK, an Alabama banking corporation, in its capacity as 
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trustee (herein called "the Trustee") under a Trust Indenture of the County, dated as of 
February 1, 2009 (herein called "the 2009 Indenture"). 

R E C I T A L S: 

The County makes the following recitals and representations as the basis for the 
undertakings herein contained: 

(1)   The County has heretofore issued under the 2009 Indenture, its 
Limited Obligation School Warrants, Series 2009, dated February 1, 2009 (herein 
called "the Series 2009 Warrants"), originally issued in the aggregate principal 
amount of $25,745,000, and presently outstanding in the principal amount of 
$9,105,000, maturing on February 1, in the following years and amounts and 
bearing interest at the following per annum rates:  

Maturity Date 
Principal 
Amount 

Interest 
Rate 

02/01/2018 1,170,000 3.000% 
02/01/2019 1,205,000 3.250 
02/01/2020 1,245,000 3.500 

   
02/01/2022 2,640,000 4.000 
02/01/2023 1,405,000 4.125 
02/01/2024 1,440,000 4.250 

Interest on the Series 2009 Warrants is payable semiannually on February 1 and 
August 1.  All interest that matured with respect to the Series 2009 Warrants on or 
prior to August 1, 2017, has been paid. 

(2)   Those of the Series 2009 Warrants maturing in 2019 and thereafter 
are subject to redemption and payment, at the option of the County, on any date 
on or after February 1, 2018, as a whole or in part, at and for a redemption price 
equal to the principal amount of each Series 2009 Warrant to be redeemed plus 
accrued interest to the redemption date. 

(3)   The proceeds of the Series 2009 Warrants were applied to provide 
funds to pay the costs of constructing various improvements to two existing 
elementary schools which are owned by the County and leased to the Board 
pursuant to a Lease Agreement between the County and the Board dated as of 
February 1, 2009. 

(4)   Acting at the request of the Board, the governing body of the County 
has adopted a resolution calling those of the Series 2009 Warrants maturing in 
2019 and thereafter, and aggregating $7,935,000 (herein called "the Refunded 
Series 2009 Warrants") for redemption on February 1, 2018, and has taken or 
made provision for taking all actions required by the Indenture to effect the 
redemption of the Refunded Series 2009 Warrants on said date. 

(5)   In order, inter alia, to provide a portion of the funds necessary to pay 
all interest maturing with respect to the Refunded Series 2009 Warrants on and 
before February 1, 2018, and to affect the redemption on February 1, 2018, of the 
Refunded Series 2009 Warrants, the Board has, contemporaneously with the 
execution and delivery of this Escrow Trust Agreement, issued its $8,161,000 
Capital Outlay Refunding Warrant, Series 2017 (herein called "the Refunding 
Warrant"). 
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NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the respective agreements on 
the part of the County, the Board and the Trustee herein contained, the County, the Board and the 
Trustee hereby agree as follows: 

Section 1.  The Escrow Fund.  There is hereby created a special trust fund, the full name 
of which shall be the "Refunded Series 2009 Warrants Escrow Fund" (herein called "the Escrow 
Fund"), and which shall be applied for the respective purposes hereinafter specified.  The Trustee 
is hereby designated as trustee of the Escrow Fund. 

Section 2.  Deposit to Escrow Fund.  The Board hereby deposits with the Trustee the 
sum of $8,088,746.88 in cash, out of the proceeds from the sale of the Refunding Warrant.  The 
said sum shall be deposited in the Escrow Fund.  The Trustee hereby acknowledges receipt of 
said cash and its deposit in the Escrow Fund. 

Section 3.  Investment of Escrow Fund.  Contemporaneously with the delivery of this 
Escrow Trust Agreement or from time to time thereafter, the Trustee shall cause so much of the 
cash on deposit in the Escrow Fund as may be practical to be invested as directed in writing by 
the Board in direct obligations of the United States of America or any securities with respect to 
which payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon is unconditionally guaranteed by 
the United States of America (herein called "the Federal Securities") maturing on or before 
February 1, 2018; provided, however, that no investment of the cash on deposit in the Escrow 
Fund shall be made in any Federal Security which has a maturity value, including accrued 
interest, that is less than the purchase price thereof. The Trustee shall receive all remittances paid 
or remitted with respect to the Federal Securities and the Trustee shall make any presentment for 
payment that may be necessary or appropriate with respect to such securities. No investment of 
the moneys on deposit in the Escrow Fund shall be made except in accordance with this 
Section 3 hereof. 

Section 4.  Application of the Escrow Fund.  The Trustee shall cause all cash in the 
Escrow Fund, said cash consisting of the matured principal of and interest on the Federal 
Securities and any uninvested cash held in said fund, to be applied solely for (a) the payment of 
all interest that will mature with respect to the Refunded Series 2009 Warrants on or before 
February 1, 2018, and (b) the payment on February 1, 2018, of the redemption price of the 
Refunded Series 2009 Warrants; provided, however, that any cash remaining on deposit in the 
Escrow Fund shall be returned to the Board for deposit in the Warrant Fund created in Section 7 
of the Resolution of the Board pursuant to which the Refunding Warrant is being issued after, 
and only after,  final payment of the principal and interest on all of the Refunded Series 2009 
Warrants.  

Section 5.  Sufficiency of Escrow.  The Board represents and warrants that if the 
principal of and interest on the Federal Securities held in the Escrow Fund are paid according to 
their respective terms, the payment of such principal and interest, when added to any uninvested 
cash in the Escrow Fund, will produce cash in the Escrow Fund sufficient to provide for full and 
timely payment of all items referred to in Section 4 hereof.  The Board further represents that 
none of the Federal Securities is subject to redemption at the option of the issuer thereof. 

Section 6.  Provisions for Redemption of the Refunded Series 2009 Warrants.  The 
County hereby irrevocably designates the Trustee as its agent to effect, in accordance with the 
provisions of the 2009 Indenture, the redemption of the Refunded Series 2009 Warrants in 
accordance with this Escrow Trust Agreement.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
the County hereby irrevocably designates the Trustee as its agent, and hereby confers on the 
Trustee irrevocable power, (a) to mail, in accordance with the Indenture, to the registered owner 
of each of the Refunded Series 2009 Warrants, a notice of redemption.  The County agrees that it 
will not repeal, revoke, or amend the resolution referred to in paragraph (4) of the recitals hereof, 
in which the County has called for redemption on February 1, 2018, the Refunded Series 2009 
Warrants. 
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Section 7.  Compensation to the Trustee.  The Board will pay to the Trustee, promptly 
upon receipt of statements of the Trustee therefor, all reasonable charges that may be made by 
the Trustee for its services hereunder.  If the Trustee is required by a governmental agency or 
court proceeding initiated by a third party to undertake efforts beyond that which is set forth 
herein but related thereto (other than due to the Trustee’s negligence or willful misconduct), the 
Trustee shall notify the Board of the same in writing and the Board shall promptly pay the 
Trustee for such extraordinary fees, costs and expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred in 
connection therewith.  The Trustee agrees, however, that its charges and expenses hereunder 
shall in no event be payable from the Escrow Fund or any part thereof and shall in no event 
constitute a charge on, nor shall the Trustee have any right to assert a lien on, the Escrow Fund.    
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, the Trustee shall not be required to expend its 
own funds for the performance of its duties hereunder. 

Section 8.  Beneficiaries of this Agreement.  This Escrow Trust Agreement shall be 
binding upon, and shall inure to the benefit of, the holders of the Refunded Series 2009 
Warrants, the holders of the Refunding Warrants, and each of the parties hereto and their 
respective successors and assigns.  This Escrow Trust Agreement shall not be subject to 
revocation or amendment. 

Section 9.  Concerning the Trustee.  It is expressly understood and agreed that the 
Trustee’s duties and obligations in connection with this Escrow Trust Agreement are confined to 
those expressly defined herein and no additional covenants or obligations shall be read into this 
Escrow Trust Agreement against the Trustee.  The Trustee may consult with counsel with respect 
to any question relating to its duties or responsibilities hereunder or otherwise in connection 
herewith and shall not be liable for any action taken, suffered or omitted by the Trustee in good 
faith upon the advice of such counsel.  The Trustee may act through its agents and attorneys and 
shall not be responsible for any misconduct or negligence on the part of any such person so 
appointed with due care.  The Trustee may conclusively rely upon and shall be fully protected in 
acting upon any notice, order, requisition, request, consent, certificate, order, opinion (including 
an opinion of counsel), affidavit, letter, telegram or other paper or document in good faith 
deemed by it to be genuine and correct and to have been signed or sent by the proper person or 
persons.  The Trustee shall not be liable for any action taken or neglected to be taken in 
performing or attempting to perform its obligations hereunder other than for its negligence or 
willful misconduct.  Notwithstanding any provision herein to the contrary, in no event shall the 
Trustee be liable for special, indirect or consequential loss or damage of any kind whatsoever 
(including but not limited to lost profits), even if the Trustee has been advised of the likelihood 
of such loss or damage and regardless of the form of action. The Trustee shall not be responsible 
or liable for any failure or delay in the performance of its obligations under this Escrow Trust 
Agreement arising out of or caused, directly or indirectly, by circumstances beyond its 
reasonable control, including, without limitation, acts of God; earthquakes; fire; flood; hurricanes 
or other storms; wars; terrorism; similar military disturbances; sabotage; epidemic; pandemic; 
riots; interruptions; loss or malfunctions of utilities, computer (hardware or software) or 
communications services; accidents; labor disputes; acts of civil or military authority or 
governmental action; it being understood that the Trustee shall use commercially reasonable 
efforts which are consistent with accepted practices in the banking industry to resume 
performance as soon as reasonably practicable under the circumstances. 

Section 10.  Governing Law.  The provisions of this Escrow Trust Agreement shall be 
governed by the laws of the State of Alabama but without regard to conflict of law principles. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the County and Board have caused this Escrow Trust 
Agreement to be executed by its duly authorized officers and their official seals to be impressed 
hereon and attested on their behalf, and the Trustee, to evidence its acceptance of the trusts 
hereby created, has caused this Escrow Trust Agreement to be executed in its corporate name 
and behalf, has caused its corporate seal to be hereunto affixed and has caused this Escrow Trust 
Agreement to be attested by its duly authorized officers, all in multiple counterparts, each of 
which shall be deemed an original, and the County, the Board and  the Trustee have caused this 
Escrow Trust Agreement to be dated as of December 1, 2017. 
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Judge English presented the following proposed FY2018 Holiday Schedule for 
Commission consideration, and pointed out that it would involve moving thee of our regular 
Monday meetings to Tuesdays.    Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the FY2018 
Holiday schedule as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and 
carried unanimously.   

 
FY2018 Holiday Schedule 

New Year’s Day     Monday, January 1, 2018 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day   Monday, January 15. 2018 

 Presidents’ Day     Monday, February 19, 2018 
 Memorial Day     *Monday, May 28, 2018 
 Independence Day     Wednesday, July 4, 2018 
 Labor Day      Monday, September 3, 2018 
 Columbus Day     *Monday, October 8, 2018  

Veterans’ Day *Monday, November 12, 2018   
 Thanksgiving      Thursday, November 22, 2018    
       Friday, November 23, 2018 
 Christmas      Monday, December 24, 2018 

Tuesday, December 25, 2018 
*Normal Commission Meeting Days 

Note:   Monday, May 28 meeting moved to Tuesday, May 29, 2018  
Monday, October 8 meeting moved to Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2018 
Monday, Nov. 12 meeting moved to Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2018 

 
 

Mr. Rendleman presented a proposed change in insurance carrier and a proposed new life 
insurance benefit for all county employees.  Mr. Rendleman stated the county currently provides 
a life insurance benefit of $5,000 for employees and an optional dependent coverage of $1,000 
with an annual cost to cover all active full-time employees of $6,435.  Mr. Rendleman stated the 
department is currently examining renewal proposals and based on six quotes obtained by 
Alliance Insurance, our supplemental insurance administrator, a switch in life insurance carriers 
could be made for a savings of $1,565.85 annually.  Additionally, Mr. Rendleman stated one 
consideration may be to increase the employee individual coverage from $5,000, which has been 
the same for over 30 years, to $10,000 for an annual increase of $3,088.80.   Mr. Rendleman 
stated this increase in coverage would help with the increased costs of funeral expenses and 
could help with employee recruitment.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if additional coverage 
could be purchased.  Mr. Rendleman stated that was the maximum.   Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned if dependent coverage would increase as well.  Mr. Rendleman stated that he would 
look into it.   After further discussion, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize to 
move the life insurance coverage to MetLife and increase coverage from $5,000 to $10,000 for 
full-time county employees.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried 
unanimously.         

 
 
Commissioner Harris made a motion at approximately 6:35 PM to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, December 11, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Eckman.  

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 
official(s) in attendance:  Smiths Station Mayor Bubba Copeland and Sheriff Jay Jones.  News 
media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter 
Keith Hoffman.  

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, Procurement card transactions from November, an additional 
listing of claims for Commission approval and minutes of the November 27, 2017 meeting.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 County Engineer Justin Hardee updated the Commission on the cul-de-sac issue on Lee 
Road 425.  Mr. Hardee stated Commissioner Long talked with the fire chief of Smiths Station 
Fire & Rescue who indicated the cul-de-sacs were not necessary for the fire department.  Mr. 
Hardee stated he wanted to close the loop on the issue since the minutes of the meeting held 
September 25 reflect that the Highway Department will “construct a cul-de-sac at both ends with 
the remaining right-of-way for turnarounds”.  Mr. Hardee stated the Commission would need to 
vote to cancel that action.  Upon the termination, Mr. Hardee stated he would like to move 
forward and turnover upkeep of the dam to the Homeowners’ Association Director Steve 
Corbett.   Mr. Hardee stated the temporary barricades would be removed and permanent signs 
would be erected at both ends of the dam.  Commissioner Harris thanked Mr. Hardee for his 
recommendation.   Next, Commissioner Harris made a motion to accept Mr. Hardee’s 
recommendation to cancel the construction cul-de-sacs at both ends of the dam.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
     
  
 Talitha Norris, representing the Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission asked 
the Commission to review the questions on the letter from Mrs. Ward and address them.  First, 
Mrs. Ward’s letter asked whether the Cemetery Preservation Commission could request 
restitution from the District Attorney’s Office.  Mrs. Norris stated, in one case, cameras had been 
used and were able to identify individuals that vandalized the County Line Cemetery.  Further, 
Mrs. Norris stated the individuals had been arrested and served jail time, but the District 
Attorney did not require any restitution from the individuals.  Mrs. Norris stated, “you can’t get 
blood from a turnip.”  Second, Mrs. Ward’s letter asked if the Lee County Cemetery Preservation 
Commission could accept property from Mr. Justin Bailey, since his deed had inadvertently 
included the Murphy-Brown Cemetery.  Mr. Brown is willing to donate the cemetery to the Lee 
County Cemetery Preservation Commission.  Mrs. Ward’s letter indicated that according to 
Article VI of the Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission’s Corporation that gifts, 
grants, etc. are allowed.  Commissioner Harris suggested that County Attorney Stan Martin 
research the matter.      
 
 

Commissioner Ham asked for permission for the Lee County Kiwanis Club to use the 
large room at the Lee County Meeting Center on December 22nd and 23rd to distribute their 
Christmas gifts to needy families.  Commissioner Ham put the request in a motion to allow the 
use of the Meeting Center on December 22nd and 23rd.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.  
 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, DECEMBER 11, 2017 

 

 
 

2

Judge English presented a memorandum in the packets asking whether the Commission 
wished to cancel the second December meeting, as has been done the last four years.  Judge 
English stated he had talked to County Engineer Justin Hardee and Mr. Rendleman and both had 
stated there were no pressing items at this time that would necessitate a second December 
meeting.  He also asked Sheriff Jones if it would interfere with his operations.  Sheriff Jones 
indicated it would not.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 
cancel the second December meeting.   Further, Judge English stated he would call an 
emergency meeting if the need arises.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
  
 Mr. Hardee presented the following Federal Aid Project Resolution for Commission 
consideration.   Mr. Hardee explained that this starts the process of the county’s intent to move 
forward.   Additionally, Mr. Hardee stated this project would be funded on an 80/20 split, with 
80% of the funding coming from the Federal Aid Program and 20% match by Lee County.  The 
project is approximately 2.4 miles total, resurfacing Lee Road 197 from Lee Road 240 to Lee 
Road 208, which includes Districts 3 and 5.   Commissioner Long made a motion to authorize 
the Chairman to sign the following Resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Harris and carried unanimously.  
      RESOLUTION  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama is desirous of 
constructing or improving, by force account, by contract or both, a section of road included in 
the Lee County Road System and described as follows: 
 
Full depth reclamation, widen, resurface, traffic stripe and other safety improvements on Lee 
Road 197, from Lee Road 240, then Southeasterly approximately 2.388 miles to Lee Road 208. 
 
 WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of the County-wide agreement 
executed between the State and County covering preliminary engineering by State forces and 
equipment on the project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County intends to apply for Federal Aid funds for the construction of 
the above referenced project, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of any agreement which has been 
executed or will be executed covering the construction of the project.   
 
 
 Next, Mr. Hardee presented a subdivision plat approval for a subdivision named Parcel 
201-A Property Division.  Mr. Hardee stated the proposed subdivision is located adjacent to Lee 
Road 254 and Lee Road 255.  The adjacent property owners were notified of the development by 
letters sent out November 30, 2017.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the final plat 
approval for the subdivision named Parcel 201-A Property Division.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   
 
 
 County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented a request from the City of Smiths 
Station for a revision in their contract for law enforcement services.   Mr. Rendleman explained 
that a local law passed years ago gave the County the ability to contract with municipalities for 
law enforcement services.  Mr. Rendleman explained the local law was never utilized for a long 
time.   The City of Smiths Station approached Sheriff Jones to contract for services to enforce the 
city’s ordinances.  Mr. Rendleman stated the Commission must approve the contract, since 
Sheriff Jones cannot.  Further, the issue came up when the City of Smiths Station tried to get 
insurance coverage for the services.  Mayor Copeland stated they talked with several insurance 
companies who stated they would not cover the city for the Sheriff or his deputies.     City of 
Smiths Station Attorney Rick Chancey asked if Lee County would drop the indemnity clause of 
the agreement since the city is unable to get insurance coverage.   Commissioner Eckman 
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questioned if they had contacted the League of Municipalities on the issue.  Sheriff Jones stated 
they had and only one other town has been identified, and they have a contract.  Commissioner 
Lawrence questioned if the Sheriff has insurance and if the insurance carrier is good with it.  
County Administrator Roger Rendleman said they were.  Judge English asked the Sheriff and the 
County Attorney if they were OK with this.  Sheriff Jones indicated he was.  County Attorney 
Stan Martin questioned whether the self-insurance fund would put their approval of it in writing.   
Upon further discussion, Mr. Rendleman suggested that paragraphs 14 and 15 be taken out 
completely.   
  
  Further, Mr. Rendleman stated he would ask that Meadowbrook provide something in 
writing.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Ham to strike paragraph 14 and 15 from the agreement and get a statement in 
writing from the county’s self-insurance fund.  The motion carried unanimously.    
 
  Further, Mr. Martin suggested that the last sentence in paragraph 14 be moved 
somewhere else in the agreement, if possible.  Attorney Chancey agreed with Mr. Martin.  
Commissioner Ham addressed Mayor Copeland stating that the county is willing to work with 
the city on this issue.  Mayor Copeland further stated that this will be setting a precedent, since 
other municipalities are interested in the decision made on the issue tonight.   
 
 
 Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented two job descriptions for Commission 
consideration.  One position is for an Executive Assistant to the Sheriff at a Pay Grade 14 and 
the other is a Boom Truck Operator, at a Pay Grade 12, which is currently classified as a Solid 
Waste truck driver.  Ms. Norris stated both jobs had been reviewed by their respective 
department heads.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if they are reclassifications or new 
positions.  Ms. Norris indicated they are reclassifications.    After discussion, Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion to approve the two job descriptions as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
 
  
 Environmental Services Director John McDonald gave a FY2017 update report.   
Mr. McDonald stated credit goes to former Director Chris Bozeman since Mr. McDonald has 
only served two months for which the figures are reported.  Mr. McDonald stated that 29,905 
tons of waste were collected with a total of 5,327 loads hauled.  Mr. McDonald also stated the 
Animal Control Department responded to 1,514 calls resulting in 1,587 animals being picked up.  
The statistics on those animals were:  51.1% were euthanized; 33.6% were adopted; 10.3% had a 
pending status; 4.7% were returned to their owners; and 3% were “other” status.  Next, Mr. 
McDonald reported that 2,768.847 tons of recyclables were collected which equates to 
$70,340.16 landfill savings and $135,321.09 cash received on those recyclables, which equates 
to a total savings of $205,661.25 to the county.   Last, Mr. McDonald reported on the Spay and 
Neuter Program stating a total of 107 dogs and 104 cats went through the program at a total cost 
of $22,145.00 to the county.    
 
 
 Commissioner Harris gave an update on the Lee County Voters League Meeting held in 
December.  Commissioner Harris added that the local delegation has been invited to attend the 
next meeting on January 8 at 6:00 PM at St. James Baptist Church.     
 
 Judge English reminded all in attendance of Special Election Day tomorrow, December 
12 and asked all to vote.    Commissioner Ham questioned Judge English of his voter turnout 
prediction.  Judge English stated he did not have enough information to predict the Lee County 
turnout for this one, but that 20-25% voter turnout is predicted statewide.    
 
 

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 5:55 PM to adjourn.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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